
T IIE OVVI.

MIEDI-E VAL UNI VERSITIES

F'IE Universities of the7J Middle Ages, to wlîich
the farst mnifestations

Lof intellec-tual life ini the
sucitY of h t' 3h
1 4th' aaîd 15th centuries
îuay lie traced l>a k,
have at last fuuîîd their

historian. The Rev. Father Henry Dit)e-
ife, O.P., iii a lûok entitled " .Die Uni-
versta!c;z des 1iielda/ters bis z4oo," pub-
lishied lu î8S5, flot oily lias uîafolded the
history of the origin and growth of tluise
great institutions, but bias alsI) ruealed to
tue learned nmen of Euroae thcir truc
nature, and thîereby, as 1-I. Ra.islid.-ll wrote
in the 4c-ada;u;' of Loujidoa, correctud

rnny errors and wronig ideas to bc funîd
ini books of the pre-] )eîîiflu.aîî Cra.

Before the year 1400 thiere werc in
Europe 55 uuvriis 3in Italy, i i
iii Franice, S iu Spîain, 5 in Austria, - in
the (3erinanic Emnpire, :! i Englaîîd, i in
Irelaud, ii lu Portu--i.a, and i ini Switzer-
land. To this iitumijer, if we add 12 ccl-
leges içrongly callcd uîiiversihies, as Father
1)enile proves, wue arc bouîîd to ackaauw-
]edgc that the so cald Ark Arswere
better provided thani we arc with grcat iii-
stitutions of lcar'îillg.

In order to write the liiztciry of thiesu
universities, Rev. Father I)cailfle was ]](it
sntisfied %Vitli the info>rmatioan givel !)Y
Savigny, Du Boulav, Lcerr, 11< liiî'gur,
Paulsen, Giescbrecht anxd oîhers, b>ut lie
perused the documents theniseives, lriv-
ileges, dijidonias, p apal bul is, un iversity
statutes, iir caniel/anïi et froriiral<'rmn,
Aibri redorzm, etc. H-e tr.avellcd for five
years through the différent countries of
Europe, and, cspecially in Romie, lie uii-
carthcd inv-aluable treasures.

The firsi question lic treats iii his first
volumie relates to Mie nlainel and natureJ- tif

niedhuval universitics. As hie riglitly re-
mîarks, tiiecc is more thau a question caf
moere philosophy iînî lied in the lmanlies
sgiven. 10 thiese institutions;hernns
makze knowî 10 lis thecir real nature. Iii
a ]ctter of Honorius Il, May i ith, i.8.2,
the University tif Paris wvas called sf-r-iidimz;
a few years later, after î2:o, theiiiiaiver
salecs were distinguishced froîin lus.sur inisti-
tutions of Ieariaing by tlie iamiies tif sdiùjzm
~eirae, stizd*eim dudversalc ; but t1ise

epithets did flot refer to, tue niatters
tauglit, but to the studeaits ; that is to say,
they did îîot mean, as niaua> wvroingly be-
lieved, thiat ail sc jelaes wvere tiiercjît cul-

ti'.atud, but îliat >tudeiaîs, wvhatevcr couii-
try îlcy inigit cuic froin, wure lieartily
rtccved within thuir walls. It is, ini fact,'
ivell îîroved îlîat in i nust sliidi, tlieulogý,y3
the queli of sciecice, %vas niot taught
before tlîe iiiddle of the fourtceîîth ccii-
tury. Bologia, for instance, liad noa
theohîgical sclîuol tilI i36o, Salaîîîaîca
tilI tIle eiid uf tlîc fourteeîîtlî century,
whilc froîn i2î> u thie enîd of the seveni-
tclutl century tliere ivas iii lParis lau chair
of civil ]a%,

As toà the mîaine Ziiiversi<7S, it w-as also
anîd frea 1uently uscd liitthe 'Middlc Ages,
but with a încauîîng- altogebclier differ,:tît
froîîî ils, presenit one. l'y lzivctrsif as, like
thie R oaii jurists, tlîe sclîoolnicîî mnîlt
a etlrt<ailtitil, whiclî, ciîjoyiîîg a, lroîler
adminîistrationî aîîd orgailisîn, %vas also
cal led (<17-us, c(o/llii , sodalinîi, czz,-za,

sodaas,ûws<rlizm.Ini tlîat geleral scilse,

nzcca/rzu, Aibhrm, b'nir'rsitas Perus-
fit,ii îueaîît the co<rjî ratirîn of Peruigia.
Wicî thuy 'vished to express by that

]]aille sricîîific îîîstittlis, tlîey 'vero
woit t.a say Umcstsstzzdiii or umiver-

anîd llniý'!ersitas maztr>net scizotinuizi
arccordiîag as tlicy ililxt tlîc corporationi
of îrf.rNthe corpîorationî of students,
oar boi. It is coiîsequeîîtly evideît that
thc ziivc!rsit«as is well as the studiurn

., n alec, exjaressed not the -cieîices taught
lu a givcîî iiîstitutin but tie pcrsoîîs

w-110, ini that institution), iere ieubers of
a1 sperial Society.

Neverdîel the ern ioiniizzcrszçtas be-
1a1, aIs far )iack, as the îlîirteentli ccîîtury,

t.> assuîîie tilt mcr i n i w1licI hil is
received iii our days: tlîus univc-!rsila.s

OxziniPragnsis, were quite as ofteîî
tued as çtiidiir.,i Oxon.,iense, Pragense;- but
this mîodernî accepataion of the terni
zznùver<i<s was rathier Gerîîîan tlîan Latin,
for the Latin rouîinries, Iîatlv, France aîd

pain, prcservcd, even atcr thie year
i400, tlie <ad naie tif .sfzdizzz, anîd
called zuzwc--rsi11es Special ctl'rj)uraztiolis
witlîifi tIle ulliversities.


