
CHILDiIEN AS CHUIRCE MEMBERS.

"lTel me what te do about Miy boy,$' said a
inother te tue Sunday-sohool teacher; " lie
'vante te join tho churoli and 1 ama afraid te
encourage Iimý

"lDo yen think loie j a Christian ?" asked
the teacixer.

IlI cannot tell, but I kuow hoe prays often,
aud loves hie Bible aud hie Snnday-eohoel
lessons, and lie always bas some verse te eay
on ail occasions. Ho je more afraid of doing
'%vroug tua» of anything in tue world. I arn
so anxieus about hlm 1 want yeu te heip nie,
for hie father rayeh le nly a child, aud wve
wvould better keep in out of the churcli
aviliile. Tell me heonestly, now, just wliat yen
think.te

"lMy dear friend," said the teaclier, Iarn
far more auxieus foi yen and your hiisband
than for yeur ohild. I advise yen te get yeur
boy te help yen hoth to e %vlhat Jesue eaid
and 'wliat hoe meant about tliose wlio offend oe
of those little eues wlio believe in humn."

There are xuany objections urged against
receiving the very yeung-inte church niember-
ehip. Some ene saye " I arn afraid it is a
passing excitement and will. net last. Perliaps
it le ouly becauee otiior children have joined.'e

A sudden iuterest in some imprevîug game

havinig put lie baud te the plow; but did lie
say aiîytliig about tlo ohîidren falling away?
It wva8 net the lcast among hie listeners ivlio
cailled hie word a bard saying, whvlIl "went
back, and walked, ne more -withli ii»." Nor
ivas it tho ohidren tlîat lie asked tlîat wvender-
fui question, "lWill yo aIse go astray?"7
Tiiose wvhio wve are teld Ilwiil net depart frein
it"Y are the eues trained in "the way they
ehould go.", In these days of defaulting and
overwvlielîiing tenîptations te meu of reputa.
tien, have yen auy ferebodinge, for any fathers,
brotliers, sons, lu respeusible places of trust?
aîîy fears for yenrself ? Do yeu net peacefully
truet thera ail -%vit1î One " able te kecp that
vhichi le coînmitted untd hi, and dees net

that include the ohuldrei wvhoni ho loves?
"Blut," yensay, "Ithere are se mauy bard

tliings iu creed sud doctrine a chuld could net
understaud, uiysteries tee deep fer us ail."1

Truc, and ail eternity je given for their un-
foiding whien, in the presenice of the Lord,
once made flesbi, hie perfect liglit shall make
the niysteries plain. lIas the child begun te
go te sohool ? Can lie comprehieud uow the
sciences tauglit in the university? Ris ina-
biiity te do se did not preveut your liaving hira
tauglit tauglit tlîe rudiments of education ner
yonr trying te make him thorongh, ini funda-
miental knowvledIge on wvhieli ail the super-

or suuuy yen ývouîu glauîly enurageii anIu structure o! a fluishcd course mnuet rest.
strive te make permanent. Why net trY Yeur littie dauglîter le shready taking musie
,%visely te develop aud deepen au interest iu lessons, for yen realize that littie llngers muet
religion, te exteud even te another life than prcie1liete refeil n lato

tiis Ifeic thel desi lee firibt prnnte l'yan toe
this? I thedesre s fist romped te be could neyer be proficieut lu instrumental

action o! others, sec that it je geuine, and perfermiance. Did yen liesitate because she
blese God, and pray aud iîelp that simch. exani-
pies nmay be raultiplied.

"I1 amn afraid the child dees net know %vliat
lie le doing; lie le tee yonng te realize tue im-
portance o! sncbi a stop."I

Dees ho kuoiw riglit fren wvrong? lIas lie
power o! ressoning and exercising cmoice lu
other mattere? Are mental and nmerai facul-
ties developed lu proportion te hie age and
epportunities? Conld lie answer, undeistand-
ingiy aud truthfully, sucli questions as tiiese:
Do yen love Jesus Christ? Do yen take hlmi
fer yeur Savieur ? Do yen believe the Bible
ls God's word te yen ?

I an afraid my cbild Nil1 net liv0 as a
Christian ouglît; lie wvill net hlîed out."

Jesus warued tue nian wvbo miglit look back,

catinot iiîow compreliend tue principles of bar-
înony? Yoîîr bey is tauglit arithinetie orally,
eau do a littie mental reckoning, and bas hoe
begun te siîîg-song the multiplication table?
but yen %vould net disceurage liai because lie
caunot solve au algebrale probîîni or explain
the ruies of geemnetrical progression. Ali!
hew rmany are pusiied aud crewded jute tlîe
labyrinthe of the temples of human learning
but kept frei tue very threshold ci the spirit-
ual edîlice wvJere they umiglit become pelished
atones lu the temple of which Christ hirasel! le
the chief corner stene.

F or ne. earthly wisdomn, îîo umerely intellect-
ual acquireumeuts have -%ve assurauce of perfect
knowviedge except tlie, "4If auy mn will do
lis wiil, lie shail kuew of the doctrine."
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