THE PALM BRANCH.

How Ellen went to Port Simpson.
(conCLUDED,

She told me she Loped I would be agood
girl and lesrn a great deal. I was sorry to
sny good-bye to the lady for she had been very
kind to mo,but I -vus anxious-to see the Home:

We walked to the end of the long wharf, then

turned to the right, went along a ruad, there were
Iinuses on one side, but the bauk on the other slop-
ed down to the shore; there were all kinds of houses
some low and some high, some painted and some
not painted. I saw one or two of the funny looking
poles like I.saw in the other villnges only these
stood all alone, not against the houses as they did
in the other villages. .

Aftor going along this road, which was not straight

but wound around, we left the shore road and
turned up a road. that led to the church; the gate
into the church ward, opened at the top of
the road. There wero lots of nice houses on this
street. We turned off before we got to the top of
this street, into a side stroet that led up to Mr.
Crosby's house. There wns a very steep hill just
befare we reached his house; just us we g .t to the
top, a lady met us. She stopped and spoke to the
gentleman T was with.  He told her I had come to
go into the. Homs, and would she take me over?
She said yes, spoks very kindly to me, then I went
with her. We passedin front of Mr. Crosby’s
house, down {ll we reached the gate leading
into the Boys Home but here we turned and went
alongapath in front of this houss, out a gate,
over a hill, through another gate on to a nice
walk that led to the home. There was n broad
flight of stairs leading to the front door. Then we
entered a ball, the lady told we to wait there a
moment. She went into one of the rooms and
spoke w another lady, who came out and took wme
with her through the hall and down stairs intuv a
very long room. ’ -

On one side there ivere a lob of clothes hanging
aguinst the wall, next to these a row of wash basins
with & watertap over each basin; at the other side
of the long room, through a dvor way, I coald see
another room; this room had three large wash tubs
built on one side. There were three girls there
washing clothes. The lady opened s door just
opposite the basins and took me into a bath-room.
First she cut my hair, then I had a bath, and had
clean clothes to put on.

When I was (resged, the lady took me into the
kitchen, we wet. through the room where the tubs
wore. The kitchen was large and light, two girls
were here taking up the dinner; the lady told them
to hurry, it was time the bell had rung, We went
through the kitchen up a flight of stairs, through a
room where dishes were kept,then into a large room
where were five Inrge tables all nicely set. The lady
showed me a place where she suid 1 was to sit.
Just then a bell rang -and in.came such a lot of girls!
They stoed all in a row till all were in the room. I
noticed all had short hair, so Z did. not mind theu
that mine had been cut. When all the girls were
in, the Indy tcld them to take their places at the
tables. -

After dinner I went with the girls; we went into
the hall I had first entered, then turned to left,
into & large room, one of the girls told me this was
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the work roomn where they did their sewing; went
through folding doors into n schoul room and then
into a lnrge rooin The givls said this wus where
they played when it was raining, but it was fineto-
dny 80 we went out of doors and played till a bell
rang.

The girls said, ‘“There is the school bel},” and all
wentin, I went with thens, They all sang after we
got settled, then the gitls had thair lessons.

The teacher asked ms.n Job of questions, I told
her I had never been in school before, so shé did
not make me do anything hard, but made some
mavks on a slate and told me to make wsowe like
thew. After a while she gave me a book but I did
not do much only lovk around: and watch the girls.

When school was out, all the girls got on their
things,—a handkerchief on their head and s shawl
around them—I put my things.on too. Two of thu
ladies came with us, we went for a long walk.
‘'We walked two and two, it looked so funny to see
such a long string of girls. .

The-girl who walked with me asked me a lot of
questions, where I had come frotny, and ail about
we; then she told mo that iny mother was n “Flat-
head,” that made me cruss, I said she wasnot, bus
had asround # bead as anybody; the girl liughed,
“Oh” she said, shedoes not have tohavea flat head
but she belonged to the Flat-head tribe; ever so
wany of the girls belong to the flat-hend tribe; a
long time ago, these people used to flatten theiv
heads but they donotnow.” Ithoughtof the funny
heads.I had seen in one of the places we had stop-
ped and concluded these must have been Flat-head
Indians too. 'We had a nice waik, tea was ready
when we ¢ame home, after tes all went into the
werk room.

One of the large girls gathered all the little girls
together on omne side and began teaching them a
few words out of a book. The oider girls ench had
books und were studying to themselves; [ found
out after they were studying the Bible and this texs
was to be repeated next morning. The girl who
was teaching the little ones, made me say the words
over after her too, till I could say them alone. One
of vhe girls asked me if I had ever studied the Bible
before? I said no, did not know there was such a
book. She said “‘Didyou never hear about Jesus be-
fore?” I never had and told her so, but they all
lnoked so surprised I thought it must be some one
they all knew very well, so asked if he lived in this
house. Before the girl had time to answer the
teachers came in and sat duwn, then they all saug
a very protty plece. One of the lndies said a few
words then we all got down on our knees; I did too
the girl next to me whispered we were having pray-
ers, and were going to pray to Jesus. Two of the
girls prayed, I did not understand what they said
they spoke in a different language, then the lady
prayed in English just as if she were talking to
some one in the room but I-did no. see anyone, I
had never heard anyone pray lefore. After pray-
ers we played a little while, then one of the big
girls cawe and told us was time for the little ones
to go to bed she and another girl helped to undress
and tucked us in bed. When we were all in bed,
one of the Jadies came up and told us we wust not
talk any more. Soended my first day in the Home.

Bince then I havo learned about Jesus, and what
He did for us. Have learned to love Him, and




