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BUSINESS MEN IN THE CABINET.

W li i. il that Irts m <'anada have so few husi-
n . n uim ii thî.r iiieiirshiip? Iloth federal and

pirsown-'î 1.1l admiilistr.rtitfin are almoîust wholly oniposed of law-

ser-î The iuiîmiti G<ners nmnilt is largely mnade ip of pro-
fessal men, and the reult is thiat a practical, business-like
controel tif publ affairs is hard to gel.

ahrre ar at prs lit fturt"een .\lmiiters actually in charge of
departmnts, andt tif thse tei are lawyers and only two business

imîei The ten le.g.al gentlemens.'î are : Mlesr. Tupper, Angers.
t iiit. Caron, DIalV. I icke.y, s.tiganî, Curran, Ives and Wood.

Mr. l.ister has beti a cllege îprofessor and teiperance lec

tutrer. 1 r. Nltaitigue 1% a lractisiing physician. 'Tlie only two
who can fairly le terimied boumiiiess men are 'Ir. llaggart, Miiis

ter fi Italway, and Mr. W.allace, Cnitroller of ('istotîs. ''he

priiivr, Sir Mackenrin llowell, wio was in the publishing
busmesf fur naîy ycars, is lretident of the Council, and there.

fltre without a portfolio.
ir l.s,t'r us s. rtiamb abl. and ht% tanff labors hac

hrought lutm ftunttîatel mui mii Insitact with coimmrcial iimen
cal the countri. But hi,6n saluable a piersonal kiowlcdge of
brusiiess intere.ts and methls wuuld lian beti to liti, he

wisld prohtbll be tIlhrst tl acknowledge. Necessaril>, his
informanion, hiowerur .lit kly tttluired .nd .iptl assimiilated, is
secondî'.hiand.

NIr. llaggait at lance sh.osed the supti.rityrit> of business
knm )ledge user legal tr.uuîmns1, wheu ait charge tif a great suend

ing deartnit it, 1b lttiiig tie Iitt-uloi. Raia un a
pa) ing basis.

N r. Wallace. a ,siccessful getieral merchant and miller, was

placet ait the litad of the ustomîs i)partme... i aS, and
frmui the outset introdutcd busess methods into lis control.

Ile has tried tu iet the wants and wislets of business men.

laitrii adniiu'stration .it ill it uines gnes ise tu imt.uiimenieices
and guesates, and lteru , i always lit pers.uns whu are not

satiis'e.d . but NIr. la llae's accessubility and attention to coim-

plaits are apprciated by ierchants. Tie Controller is not

perlect, but lie i a ius.inenm.m. That qualification covers
fully two.thirds i t the- eluireintis of a Mnister.

ir Frank siith, an expenîetied and capable merchianît, lias

n irho. Vlei fur a tew mionths mii i89: ie consented tu

take charge t thc I'utilit Works Ilepartiient, his admiimistratioi
was. adiiitted to bie a dstmtlct success.

Wiien 'abiir.et% are being iade up, etkard ofTrade and busi.

sit-s%' men geier.illy s.hoiuld see thait the whole work of governi-

ilt-it is tuit passeu ver ti professional men. 'lhe niost disas-
trous errors. miade ii iulbhie poilicy dunmg the past fifteen years
have tceil due to tnoispent money and loose busiess
nethod.

It :. an utter farce that Canada, whose whole prosperity rests
uapon zgrceulture and trade. should be adiinistered by lawyers.
Soie .cepsuty liead's are cala.lle and energetic, but their powers
.-re limitîed, and the tendency with permaneit ollicials is to gel
mutti ruts and tu surrosuid thms.nielves with dry.as-dust mîethods.
There il, ilmOrc red tape and sealing wax in public administration
than sund scise and promptitude.

(ur busiiess. imen are ImuchI tu bl.ime for allowing affairs to
pla's under the control ut wioepullers, both ii the federal arena
and mii the prorinces. As iatters stand, whein egregious busi-

ness mistrkes are comnitted by Governients, an aul.al to
party fealty is made on behalf of the offenders, wlhs.. often
througlh sheer ignorance, procced to make more blunders

If this sort of thing is to stop, the business mien must wake
up and insist that public affairs be regulated by the saint prin.
ciples that govern every successful private concern.

BANKRUPT STOCK DEALERS.

A 1I1LI. ol considerable interest to merchants throughot
Ontario passed the I.egislature during the recent sei.

The bill was to amend the Transient Traders' Act, and
itincrant dealers in bankrupt stocks will have to pay dearer than
they have hitherto donc for the privilege of disturbing trade ii

towns or villages throughout the couitry. And not only will
they have to pay more for this privilege, but they will nlot have
as much latitude as hitherto for escaping payment of the
tax imnosed.

Under the law now in force il was possible» for deakr, in
bankrupt stocks tu evade payment of the license fee b> prfose
ing their intention of settling permaiently in the municipahti.
Vith the proposcd new law in force it will be necessar for thi.m

to reside at least three months in the corporation before the>
can start into business without taking out a license. The
license fee is $25o instead of $ioo, as at present.

the adoption of the new law is, of course. optional with
eaci municpahlty, but there are not many mumcipalties whiLh
wili refuse to exercise the power which the Legislature prop(ase%
to cive them.

In self-protection it is riglt that the fee should be a sub.
stantial une. These dealers in bankrupt stocks, during the tune
they are located i a town, not only deprive the legitimate mer-
chants of business and profits, but cause a denoralization of
trade, from which it oficti takes a long time to recover, while
failures have sometimes am the meantime been caused.

With a tax of $250 tu come out of the profits, the transient
trader will naturally be compelled to sel] his goods at a higher
ligure than he otherwise would, a fact that will naturally tend to
lessen his power to harm the regular merchants of the
place.

The amendnment in question is a step in the direction of a
solution of the bankrupt stock evil and it is Io be hoped that
the one enterprising merchant which each town ina Ontario is
sure to possess will agitate for the immediate passage of a by-
law to give this amendnent effect.

'Tlie ull text of the amendment is

48. S'1u t5 'n 'i 4'.1, f -1f tile isd Att ( 45 . 4) s' amçnded by , ,1»

.t the rilum * ' in tise eirtight une itere'of. andi subtituting therefr the f,
Ss.; and i.y strikin ut thie figum " S, mn tle %s.id eighth line, and jslatsasg

ieef. tihe rigm $8

Ji tn 4 tsf thse s.akd Act i. amended b, .. nerm theremn the foilSm

setrun , t ;

vi Tie w,%is "îtrarient trader%; Ahenever they s;ur in au.eAtis, al f

thi. wts.,& hall aiteri t ani sraude anv perwn.smmentmg the iunsei mih e -

,, se . t,stind. in an5y mus.ipaity. %h a LA not ti',ided timuushU. I> i. - '

musnsspaity fsr ,persed .fatieasu three sthsnext ieteding the igmeuf thec.mno *

ment qd .sjs kunm themeu.

Merchants in the other provinces will find a lesson ini what
Ontario has donc towards preventing dealers ina bankrupt stutks
going into a strange town aid ruining the trade of regular
merchants.
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