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Tho following. sensibls editorial appear. in
o Stwtford Beacon from tho pen of Dr. A.
Eby, of Sabringvills, in the county of Perth : -

*The rocont mesting of the Forestry Con.
gross brought out prominently somo facts that
should roceive the serious consideration of the
people of this province and of our Governmont.
Tho firat point that wo wish to bring out is that
the timbor supply of this continent is nearly
oxhausted, At the jresent rate of cutting, it is
estimnted that the pine timber now standing in
tho differont states and provincos will last as
follows : Georgia, 75 years ; Florida, 30 years ;
Alabama, 70 years; Missisalppi, 160 years;
Minnesota, 10 years; Michigan, 7 yoars ; Wis-
consin, 20 years; Louisiana, 540 yesars; Penn-
sylvanin, 5 years; Arkansas, 325 yoars; Cali-
fornia, 100 yoara; South Carolina, 27 years;
Maine, 10 years. At tho present rate of
consumption ouly six of thess states have a
practically inexhaustible supply, but whon we
consider that the total production is 3,623 mil-
lion feot annually in t'o United States alone,
and divido that into the 264,759 million feot,
estimated tutal of standing tinber, we find that
oven at tho presont rate of consutnption it will
all bo exhausted in 70 yoars. s it will take at
loast 70 years to grow a now crop, it wili bo
geen that tho total amount «f timber now stand-
ing is only sufficient to last uatil a now crop can
bo grown, if it is planted at once, but if plant-
ing is dolnyed for o few years o scarcity will
onsug hefore somo now living will begathered to
their fathors.

Lot us vow look at Canada and its supply.
According to Mr. Ward, of Montreal, who is
doubtless well informod on the subjoct, Canada

“has 50,000,000 acres of timber standing. This

according to the prosont rate of cutting will
Iast us 50 yoars, But we must not forget that
tho demand both in Canada and the United
States will be immensely increased within the
noxt ten years. Tho now scttlements in Canada
hitherto obtained the supplies from local sources.
Within even tho last decade itnmense quantities
of pino have been exported from the older set-
tlements of Ontario, but these resources are
nenrly, if not entirely, exhausted, and lumber
will soon have to be carried to districts that for.
merly exported it. Tako the townshipof Ellice.
Hitherto thero wero in it cight or ten mills run-
ning tho greater part of the suminer, but the
supply ie now practically exhaustod, and that
township will have to import more lumber in
tho next 20 years than it exported during the
Jast decade. Thero aro many other places in
the same position, Thoy will have to draw
their supplics from tho great public forests in-
stead of getting thewn from local sources as here-
tofore. Butwhilo tho older provinces had local
supplics for the most of their wants, such isnot
the caso with the provinces now being settled,
Manitoba and the Northwest will require more
Jumber than all tho rest of Canada baa stand-
ing. Even sporsely seottled as it is, lumber is
oven now carricd from Montreal to Winuipez,
What will bo the demand when tho settlers will
onco bo able to crect permanent dwollings for
themselves and stables for their cattle? But
while the demand in Manitoba will increase
jmmenscly, that of :the older sections of the
country will not.diminished, so that we may

. woll ¢aleulato that instead of the present sup-

ply lasting 50 years it may last from only 30 to
35 years.

Tha samo holds good for the United States.
States hko Michigan, Minnesuta, Penzsylvania
and oven Maine, will in a fow years have to im.
port instend of oxporting as they do at present.
Then the immonse sottlements that are now
taking placo on the treeless prairies of Dakota,
Nobrasha, Kangas, Texas, and other States and
torntories will increnso the present cnormous
demapd. Taking all this into consideration, we
may woll ask if tho present supply will last 50
years instead of 70 years.

This ie & nuatter of serivus cunsiderativn, aot
tho less £o beeause tho ovil is remote and will
not be naterially folt by the prosent generation,
It will como as certainly as timo goes on.
Though tho evil will not strike the present gen.
orntion, it isits duty to provide for future
nccesssities, Many mnnicipalitics aro incurring
heavy liabilities on the yrinciple that the noxt
generation should assist in paying for iinprove-

& supply for them.

successors. It ill becomes our wisdom and fore

we ourtelves shall not reap the havest others
will. Mon lay up wealth not because thoy take
the money with them when they go hence, but
as a store foc their children., In the same way
we should propare a supply of fuel and tlinber
for future generations.

But while this holds good for individuals it is
especially true of Governments. Governments
have no end. The king never dies. Ono Min.
istry miay bo succeeded by another, yet it is the
sarae Government. The aim and object of the
Government should be the wolfare of tho coun.
try as a whole, not of any particular section of
it, nor at any paiticular period, but its con-
tinued welfare. When the Goverument makes
an improvement it should be 80 made asto be
permanent. So the Government should prepare
for the welfare of its future citizens as well as
those of the present day. It is the duty of the
Government to see that the resources of the
country aro not wasted and the chances of life
and happiness of its future citizens are not en-
dangered or made unnevessarily laborious.

It has been the experience of Europe that a
supply of timber can be best secured under the
control of the Gevernmeuts. While each indi
vidual strives to benefit himself, the Govern-
ment has no selfish or personal object to serve.
While individuals cannot expect to reap the
fruit of & planting or seeding that requires 50
or 100 years for its growth, such is not the case
with the government. 1t can as certainly reap
tho harvest in half a century as in five or ten
years, Tho Government alone can afford to
wait the time neccasary for the harvest and
when its forests have once been:putin order
and the harvest time comes it can reap arich
revenue for its foresight. It will beu continued
soeding and planting for many years to come,
but when the harvest is once reached it will be
a8 continuous a harvest as the seeding had been,
Governments only can exercise the necessary
oversight and control of so large forests as will
be required to keep up the necessary supplies,

We will not undertake tn aay just what our
Government should do in the premises, but we
will point out what ought to be done. There
are large tracts of country in diflerent parts of
the province that are practically unfit for agri.
cultural purposes. Wherever such lands can be
obtained at alow price they should be secured
by the Govornment, where they are not already
the owners, and take measures tc have them
planted with some suitable, valuable timber.
To do this properly will require the organization
of a forestry department altogether apart from
the Crown Lands Department. To the forestry
department all rocky, barren lands unfit for
agricultural purposes should be turned over to
be managed as pablio forests. Such as are al.
ready covered by forests should be put under
such regulations as would best answer the pur-
poses of ravenue and the conservation for future
use, Such as have been denuded either by the
lumbermuq, by fire or otherwise, should be re.
seoded or replanted as soon as possible and be
kept under the supervision of properly trained
foresters, This would doubtless increase the
cxpenses of tho Government, but it would be
investing monoy in such & way astoreturna
good revenue in the future. A moderatsoutlay
in this way will bring & sure return in the
future, While wo believe the Government is
acting in the interestsof the public by selling
tho leases of its foreats to the highest bidder, it
should also take the necessary steps to keep up
tho supply. Full grown troes do not increase
in value by letting them stand. They should
bo romoved to givo room for fresh timber to
grow  Care should, howover, be taken that
young and growing troes are not removed or
damaged. .

THE Orillia Packet says :—Mr. James Had.
den, lumber and shingle manufacturer, at Fox.

mead, on tho Midland Railway, is building &

tramway from his mill to the timber limits,

his.stoc

menta of which it will reap the benefit, Sothis
goneration, while it uses the timber of natural
growth, owes it to future generations Lo prepare
It is ourduty to incroaso
{netead of diminish the chances of life to our

sight to live on regardless of the future, it is our
duty to provide for the future, knowing that if

Mr. H;g‘den will not bo dopendent on snow for

THE COLLEOTION OF AMERICAN WOODS
AT THE CERTRAL PARK MUSKRUM.

Tho Directors of the American Muscum of
Natural history are now proparing for exhibit.
ition in tho arsenal building, iu Contral Park,
ons of the finest colloctions of native woods
ever brought together. When rendered complete
by the addition of 26 speciinons that are expect-
od to arrive boforo winter sets in, the collection
will embrace specimen blocks from oach of the
420 treee .ndigenous to this country, and most
‘of which havo some economic or commercial
valuo. As is usual in collections of this kind,
each specimon-block is saw longitudinally, diag.
onally, and transvcracly, so as to show the
characteristics of the wood,

Among tho many curious specimens in the
colloction now being preparcd for exhibition,
says tho New York Times, onn which will ex.
cite tho qreatest curosity is n specimen of the
honoy locust, which was brought here from
Missouri. Tho bark is covered with a growth
of thorns from oue to four inches in longth,
sharp as ncedles, and growing at irrogular inter
vals, Tho spccimen arrived hero in perfect con.
dition, but in order that it might be tranaported
without injury, it had to be snspended from the
rocf of a box car, and thus makoe its trip from
Southern Missouri to thiscity wichout a change,
Anathor strange specimen in the novel ccllest-
ion is a portion of the Yucca tres, an abnormal
growth of thelily family. Thotrunk, about two
feot in dismoter, is A spougy mase, not suscepti-
blo of treatment to which the other specimens
aro subjected.  Its bark is anirregular, stringy,
knotted mass, with porcupino quill.liko leaves
springing out in place of tho limbs that grow
from all well-rogulated trecs. One specimen
of the Yucea was sent to the museum two years
ago, and though tho roots and tops of the tree
were sawn ofl, shoota sprang out and a number
of handsome flowors appeared. The tree was
supposed to bo dead and thoroughly seasoned
by this fall, but now, when the workmen are
ready to prepare it for exhibition, it has shown
new life, new shoots: have appearod, and two
tufts of green now decorate the otherwise dry
and withered log, and the Yucea promises to
bloom again beforo the winter is over. One of
the most perfect specimens of the Douglas
spruco ever seen is in the collection, and is a
a decided curiosity. It is a recent arrival from
the Rocky Mountains, Its bark two inches or
more in thickness, ix perforated with holes
reaching to the sapwood. Many of these con-
tain acorns, or the remains of acorns, which
have been stored therc by provident wood-
peckers, who dug the holes in the bark and
there stored their winter supply of food. The
oldest specimen in the collection is a section of
the Picca Engelmanns, a species of spruce grow-
ing in the Rocky Mountains at a considerable
elevation above the sea. The specimen is 24
inches in diameter, and the concentric circles
show its age to 410 years, The wood much re-
sembles the black spruce, and is the most val-
uable of the Rocky Mountain growths, A
specimen of the nut pine, whose nuts are used
for food by the Indians, is only 15 inches in diam.
eter, and yet its life lines show its age to be 369
years. The largest specimen yet received is a
section ot the white ash, which is 46 inches in
diameter, and 182 ycars old, The next largest
specimen is asoction of the Platanus occidentalis,
variously known in commerco as the sycamore,
button.wood, or plane tree, which is 42 inches
in diameter, and only 171 years of age. Speci-
mens of tho red wood treo of California are
now on their way to this city from tho Yosomito
Valley. Ono specimen, though a small one,
measures five fect in diameter and shows the
character of tho wood, A specimen of the en.
ormous growths of this trce was no¢ socured be-
causo of tho impossibility of transportation, and
tho fact that there would be no room in the
muscum for tho storage of such a specimen, for
tho diameter of the largest treo of tho class is 85
feot and eight inches, which represents a cir-
cumferenco of about 110 feot. Thon, too, the
Californians object to havo the giant trees cut
down for commercial, scientific, or any other
purposes,

To accompany these specimens of the woods
of Amcrica, Mr. Morris K, Jesup, who has

panying portion of the exhibition, wator-color
drawings representing the actual size, color, and
appearance of tho fruit, foliage, and flowers of
the various trees. Their commereial products,
aslar as they can bo obtained, will also bo ex

hibited, ss, for instance in tho case of the long
leaved pine, the tar, resin, and piteh, for which
it is especially valued. Then, too, in a herbar

ium fruits, leaves, and flowers, are prescrved an
nearly as possible in their naturalatate. When

the collection is ready for public viow next
spring it will not anly be the largest, but the
only complete one of its kind in the country.

There is nothing liko it in the world, as far ag
is known ; certainly nut in tho royal museums
of England, France, or Germany.—Scientific
American,

¥IENCH RIVER XILL.
The Midland Frec Press says:—*‘Last Friday
the schoonor Nett Woodward was loaded at
Cook’s dock here with the machinory for tho
Auierican Lumber Company's 1ill at French
River, and o finer lot of machinery, it is said, is
not to be found in any mill-on the bay. The
six Jarge boilers, the poworful engino, and all
heavy shafting are from the Joseph Hall works
of Oshawa. The atock for the machine shop,
including engine and boiles, plane, lathe and
drill are from tho works of Morrison Bros.,
Toronto. Tho improved edgor, with four saws
was mado at Wm. Hamilton’s works,Peterboro’,
All the steam feed circular machinery was
manufactured in Stearn's ostablishmont, Erie,
Pa. On tbis lot alono the Company paid in
freight and duty 81,125, There were also fifteen
sets of sleighs from Ramsay’s carriage works,
Orillia. -
The machinery taken to the French River
mill is guaranteed to cut fromn §0,000 to 90,000
foot per day, but gangs will bo put in next sea.
son and tho output of the mill increased to
150,000 foct a day. It is calculated that all the
lumber manufactured 2t this mill will be ship-
ped to the North-West. )
We can givo but a faint idea of the extent of
the operations of the American Company,
undor the encrgetic management of Mr. John
Dollar. Three hundred men are now em- “oyed
at French River, in getting out‘ 15,000,(- J feet
for the mill there. They are also °-ting
out a large quantity of timber from 40 to 8v
feet Jong, which is rafted and taken to Dotroit
where it iscut up for railway purposes. Men
are also engaged in making 500,000 cubic fcet
of square timber which will be brought to Mid-
land and shipped over the railway to Port
Hope. At that place it will be made into rafts
and taken to Quebec. They are also taking out
of Muskoka 15,000,000 fect to be cut at tho
Company’s mills at Midland and Gravenhurst—
8,000,000 for Dollar’s mill here and 7,000,000
feot for Gravenhurst.
Mr. D. C. Keane, is here looking after the
machinery and supplies and attending to the
business outside of themill. He isan activo
young man, and looks well after the interests of
the company.

NATURAL METHOD OF TREE PLANTING.
For some years back we have advocated
through your columns the planting of the nuts
of nut-bearing trees and the stones of peaches
where the trees are going to stand, becaus
these trecs-have great tap.roots running down
into the ground, which in transplanting have to
be cut off, thereby greatly weakoning tho natural
strength of the tree, making it short-lived,
casily blown over in storms, and proventing it
from attaining the sizo and vigor it would
otherwise hava if grown in the natural way.

Within the past year witers on forestry and
horticulture have been taking up this subject,
tho tide having turned in favor of planting sceds
of all nuyt-bearing and atune fruits whero tho
trees are to stand,

But the great mass of ths public, who should
be interested in tho subjzct, know vory littlo
and care lcss about these matters, and ecither
don't plant or.do it in tho old way, buyiug
from so-called tree-agents, who cheat thom
nearly every timo; but as they arc told high.
flown storics about tho trces zcld them, they
rather like to be cheated than othorwise.

It is to try and cnlighten them on this sub-

Jpaid all the -expense incurred in the collection
of specimens, is having prepared as an accom."

Joct, and toshow thém a miich better and cheap-
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