
OP WESTERZN CANADA

liînn1 in r«ereiv>s a mah n:rk. It de-
serves a lilgil ninrIz. We spent
a good deal of tlmnc on tlîat e.ssay.
W'e did iiot kinowv before lma wlîat
tiieme «4 vou1d be set by tlia examiner.
but ive knciw tlîat ouir e.snsy wou!d
fit almoict ariy themne thiat niight be
0at. The examination over, we are
ncow reidy to. prc'p:re otlivrq to pas
ex- nhinit ionis. In our own training
tho1 tritical side o! tire e3ibjeut, hls
been promiriert, and tlin praetice
lins bepn rieglected. The ehances tire
t.li:t the pectullari ',es or oîîr course
w;Il ho repeated ini our puiplls, and1
continuied iu otir owvri after experi-
ence. .

Wo efoflot seewn to tlîiiik it îîeccas-
sary to poss-3«s or to acquire sl;i:l iu
the art of 'composition. It is î.m1,eecl
t1honglit necessary for the tenetier of
.g _graplîy, hlstory and clasetes as-
slduousiy to cultivato tiarse braîîielte*s.
Or to, tako exaniples fromt f ields more
ctcwoly allied, we ma.y refer to thec
toaclicrs of music,, of drawing, and] of
painting. -Nono of those %voul be
content ivth a mere kuiowlezigi o L
theory. But our equIpnient is
tilculit to bo suffiecît. wheii it
consists of a more or les vague, set
cf prineip!es or rhietoric, elinclied lu
a f c>i tyPo examples, a fe%,qt max-
ims raady toe bu applied foif purposes
o! crlticism, and tu rcLo!leuttc.n of
our p-st aclxi'vements in wrl4tlng
Selîool essays.

The reat of ai tlil8 wvilI. be what
mighit rzasonably be expe-cted. Our
puipils wilI do' as çva lîavq donc. Tlie*v
too, will miernorize rhiîtorical nirixiis
and prirîciples, inm'1 verify1 tlîP.m in
the stock examples. Tlîey ivili piiss
examiniatiAons. ,Liid wlien tlîey have
leIt SClîcol, ttîey ivili be livingc mortu.-
inents of the trmtl liat tlaery 15 s0
much casier tlan practice. They
mny be able toi criticisa after a
fashion, but they~J1brl t
ýemRt to0 write.

Event if it were tlîcuglit deatrable
to continue the prescrit p;tate o!
tlîings. arnd to, ay stress upon the
importance of kîîoivlcedge of tie
acience rathier that sl.Ihi lit tire art,
we are at present hu.rdly going the
riglit wvay t. -iccompiis]Z tuat end.
lit order tha thoi best resuitq shail
bi. attained, %ve miust -clearly realize

tie nature of the ;science o! rlieto-le
and deal %vltli It accordizîgly. If tire
scbetue: con Jrsts 0f a sertes or truthes
reaelîied as the resit of a proress o!
lInference froni one or two original
itxioiiiin6lc trutîs or postulates, it
%viii noti beu necessaliry- for the pros-
pective staudent to do mccili by %vity
cf preparatiori. Suif icient, îdvaneeL-
ment l1Lvig bc-en made to enalie
hiii te tinde-rstautid the ternis uscàinl
stating aci proposition. lils pro-
grces !ri the science wll be tiasy and
rzipid. If, cri the otiier hland(, tiai
zruailis wli-.Cli it touclies liave been

!Eoeeib3 the exanîi!na.tioni :ii
conipLr son of aî large nîîmber of
facts, it is evident Ciit Sa loii," and1
care!ul course of preparatiomi is iieees-
sina-y before the student is ready for
tiî:c iiteiiztific stiîdy of tie titibjeLt.
It i-9 evideîit. thait nîany yeara cf pre-
p Lrator3- iork rast bai i-peuit, culder
d.ireation, lit becîoZnlintg liclittittedl
%ithl îî'li:ît lias proved effective in
t1ic dontamin o! literature, beiore the~
%work- of classification and expi na-
tion carn bi uluiertaken.

One canriot define witli nceuir;îy
lîow fair wqa are, a îay <rom tiie iidi
of literary study wluicl tiais nîetlîud
4'eiands. A ivry groat deal lias
becîl 4oue lit receait, years by wny
of Pixwoiraging young dalda-en to
stutiy greas literary masterpeces.
AIl that beautiful bindeing-, excellent
paper. clear type, airai moderate
",st ean do, is being doue by tire
publishiers, and if parents and teach-
cils 1would only do their stînre of the
gprezit work, thousaruIS 0f Y011,1
Pple wou la axot only undergo the
niecessary preparation for eritie.il
tr:dy of thec ]airs of literary liariony

andi expression in their high schaool
andl collegre career, but wouid li bbc
anoantime aIe experience the k-eeîa
ieliglit of *tliîat greati kingdom of

tula i.deal, vhiere the greatest of aIl
ages sit benigriîy on tlîeir tiiroues
jidging the tribesl of meri.- We are
grakiually getting to beliove. tîlat
young clildren cari, and do enjoy lit-
eraîture. wliicl we iused to thlnk far
beyontl tîjont. We thoughît *o in tire
face of our own early experienes.
We tiotaglit so bccause the stuny of
literature in our ecoo1 daye wat
in ..im:taly nossiociatoid witlî paraing


