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hand in receives a high mark. It de-
serves a  high mark. We spent
o good deal of tima on that essay.
We did not know before hand what
theme _would be set by tha examiner,
but ave knew that our essay would
fit almost any theme that might be
set. The examination over, we are
now ready to: prepare others to pass
. examinations. In our own training
the critical side of the subject has
been prominent, and the practice
hns been neglected. The chances are
that the peculiarities of our course
will be repeated in our puplls, and
continued in our own after experi-
ence. ~ L

Wo do not seemn to think it necos-
sxry to possass or to acquire skill in
tho art of composition. 1% is indeed

nought necessary for the teacher of
geography, history anrd classics as-
siduously to cultivate thcge branches.
Or to take examples from fiells more
closely allied, we may refer to the
teachers of music, of drawing, and of
painting. -None of these would be
content with a mere kunowledga of
theory. But our equipment is
thought to Lo sufficient when it
consists of a more or less vague set
of principles of rhetoric, clinched in
a few type examples, & {ew: max-
ims resady to be applied foudf purposcs
ol criticism, and the recollecticn of
our prst achisvemenis in writing
school esgays.

The result of all this will be what
might rausonably be expected. OQur
pupils will do/ as wa hava done. They
too, will memorize rhetorical maxims
and principles, and verify: them in
the stock examples. They will pass
examinations. and when they have
lelt school, they will be living! monu-
ments of the truth that theory is so
much easier than practice. They
may be able to criticise alfter a
fashion, bat they .will hardly at-
tempt to write,

Even il it were thought desirable
to continue the present gtate of
things, and to lay stress upon the
importance of knowlcidge of the
science rather that skill in the art,
wo are at present hardly going the
right way to accomplisly that end.
In order that the best resnits shall
b2 sattained, we maust clearly realize

the nature of the scicnce of rhetoric
and deal with it accordingly. If the
sciencz con:ists of a serics of truths
reached as the result of a process of
inference from one or two original
axiomavie truthy or postulates, it
wiil not ba necessury, for the pros-
pective student to do much by way
of preparation. Sufficient advance-
ment having bcen made to enab'e
him to understand the terms used in
stating each proposition, his pro-
gress in the science will be ersy and
rapid. If, on the other hand, the
truths which it teaclies have been
isro.ered by the exam!nuation and
comparison  of a large number of
facts, it is evident that a long and
careful course of preparation is neces-
gnry before the student is ready for
thz scientific study of the subject.
It is evident: that many years of pre-
puatory work must be epent, under
direction, ln  besoming acgquainted
with what hus proved effective in
the domuin of literature, before the
work of classification uand explana-
tion can by undertaken.

One cannot define with accaracy
how far wa are away from the kiml
ol literary study which this method
«<emands. A very great deal has
been Cone in recent. years by way
ol encouraging young children to
stutiy great literary masterpieces.
All that beautiful bimding, excellent
paper, clear type, andd moderate
cost can do, is being done by the
publisbers, and if parents and teach-
ers would only do their share of the
great work, thousands of youug
people woulld not only undergo the
necessary  preparation  for critical
study of the laws of literary harmony
ancd expression in their high school
anml college career, but would in the
nmeantime also  experience the keen
delights of *“that great kingdom of
the ideal, where the greatest of all
ages sit benignly on their thrones
Judging the tribes of men.” e are
gragdually  getting to  believe that
young children can, and do enjoy lit-
erature, which we used to think far
beyomi them. We thought =0 in the
faco of our own early experiences.
We thought so beecause the study of
literature in our echool daye wae
intimataly associated with parsing



