
FRIENDLYÀ GREETINGS.

TIF TWO BLIND. MEN 0F dER/CHO.
]h.uST. 11A'xMaW XX. '29-34,.

(?';us ivas going te Jertsalein, net, by the direct
ivay threuigl Saniria, but throit-lî tho country

on tho other side of the river Jordan. H-enco
it was tiret Ho hadl te pass through Joniche, wvhich Iay
botvccn tire Jordan and Joruisaleuxi, eighteon or tiwenty
miles distant from Jerusaleni. It ivas as Ho ivas
loaving Joricho, having passed through it, that this
hiappeued.

".A great multitude folloiwed Hini." ]3eside tho
disciples, nunibers ustially wvent, about witx lliim, and
now deubtless imnany of the peoplo of Jenicho lî'oro ivithi
Huxn tee. It is se noiv aIse. Yînumbers follow ilini
outivardly iv]xe are net lus disciples. Lot us net ho
content te follew Ilini se. Lot us join ourselv'es te
Him heartily as lis disciples. Lot us learu of 1-im,
believo in Ilim, love Ilim, and serve Hlm. Lot us
ho Ris altogether.

It seenis likely that the two blind men teck thoir
place by tho wayside on purpose te speak te Jesus aý
Hie passed. At ail ovents, whon thoy hoard Hlmi
corne, thecir wvholo desiro n'as te make thiemselî'es hecard,
by Hum: "lHave merey on us, 0 Lord, Thea Son of
David." I'erhaps if thecy had net beemi bliind, they
woeuld nover have seught Mini at ail. Howmranylhave
been brouglit te Josus by affliction!1 Loss ef siglit,
ilI-health, siekness and horeavoment are grieveus in
themselves; but ivlln thley bring our hearts te Ged,
thon thoy are blossings. Ail sanctifiod afidiction is
blesslng.

Josus bad compassion on the blind mon. Ife piLles
the blind stiil, for Ho is net changed. Hoe kuows
their case. NIe secs tliem as plainly as Ho san' thoe
two. lie knoiws ail tlhey fool, and lias compassion on
them in their hlindness. How fuil ef cemufort is this
thought 1 Evon though the blindness may continue,
yot the very theught that He knews and pities is coin-
forting. In this case Ho touchcd thoir oyos, aud gave
thoni sight; but Ho lias compassion, oven wlhen Ile
dees net se0 it goed te do this.

It n'as bard te geL a hoaring in that erowd, and the
multitude tried te stop thoir cries, for man is net se
compassionate as Jesus is. But ne crowvd enu really
hinder prayer. Jesus board, aud stopped, aud called
tho blind meu. We may semetimes have outward
difficulties about î,raycr. Woe may net bc able te bo
alone, for in--tance. But this need net hinder us freim
praymg.* We eau Pray even in a crowd, and eur
Savieur 'will hear us. Hoe mill hocar us, aven though
we do net spcak a--%ord. Ho 'will hiear, sud attend te,
tie cry of eux hecarts.

Hon' urgent rosi prayer is 1 The more tho people
rebuked theni, thoe more thie blind mon crlod, for

~e n'as ne tinie te loso; jesus ivas passing on, and
Nvould soon bc gene. Lot but a nian feel his neod,
and hohieve that thora is mnercy for hlm lu Christ,
a-ad ne discouragoment -%vill stop bis praying. Our
tUe is short teeo. Josus la near now; but Lime is
passing, and n'ith it; our opportunity for prayor. Lot
us cry te Hlmi for xnerey vhiho ne xnay; lot us bo
UrgeOnt lu prayer.
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But what is the xncrcy that ire ivant? 7 Mercy of
cvory kind, for wo arc sinners. Wà ivant, io bc
looked. upon ivith pity by our Saviour in ail our nood ;
in our sinfuinoss, our ignorance, oui' weakness ; in out-
greater temptations, in our littie daily difficulties,. in
the wvorries and vexations of conon life. We wvant
mcrcy to pardon us, to, guide us, to strcngthen us,
to coinfort and sanct'ify us by the Spirit. WVe ixay
ask for iiorcyilu this goneral way. *We may ery te
our Lord, as tire blind mon did, Il Have iiiercy on usý,"
feeling sure that le kinows Our uiccessities before %Vc
aisk.

Yet Rie invites us also to Iay oui' special wvanis;
bofore Ilini. flid lie net knoi what, the NŽind moi,
wvanted 1 Yet lie said, IlWliat -%vill yo tha., I shall
do unto you? l Iro knewv, yet, Ho woul have themi
tell 1-ium, lie knows wvhat -we wvant, ail that ive
desire, and ail that ive stand in iieed of ; yet lie bidà,
us tell Ilmn of iL, in prayor. Tho blind may ovon
now tell hiini of that trouble, and. seek lus mercy ;
and Ho il -ive thomi such relief and blessiiig as is
best. But in anothor way we are ail blind. Mle
want spiritual siglit. WV 0 vant, te know niora of
God in Christ, to have cloarer views and deopex'
experienco. And somoctinios Nwe wanit guidance lu a
"reat difficulty, a lighit on oui' path Nvhen ail seeims
dark. "%Vd xay iay this wvant bofore our Lord-.
Whon -%v have dra'vii iicar te tho throne of gràce, thon
we inay liear our Lord saying te us, "Wht vill ye
that I shall do unto yent?"I and eur answor may bc,
IlLord, that nîy eyos xnay bo opened 1 Lord, that 1
niay knew Thy %vill, and soc Thy truth, snd experience
Thy grace, and find a lighit frein Thee to shine upoi
My path.'>

He 'whe had compassion on the blind mon wvill
nover turn away fromi such a prayer. IlTheir eyes3
received. siglit, and they felewed Muii." Mercy ro-
ceived binds us mnore closely than evar te oui' Lord.
That truc hight, -%hich is given frein aheve, enhightons
net the understanding mereiy, but the heart; and leads
us te foleow Chist. Tir. P.lourdiiloi.

THE TWO ROADS.
Swe roads stretch out beforo us,

One IlBroad," eue "l arrow »way;
In eue of these Nve'ro treadingJ

l3eth yeu and 1 te-day.

Tho "l3road" road. seoms the esajeat,
But iL ivill lead te hell;

The "~r eonds in heaven,
'Wbore God and angels d1well.

Which is the path you'vc chosen?
A solexun question this!1

Oh! may if; ho thoeNre,
That leads te heavenly bliss.

But if you cannot say, "'R is,"
Thon xnay thoe linos bo blest;

Iielp yeu te seek the Savieur,
And fiud in Hini your rest.


