162 The Fpome andy Foreign Record. June

An appeal has been made to them and two answers have been received, both of
which are encouraging. The people of New Zealand have promised to aid the mis-
sion by money at present, and express a hope that the time is not far distant when
they shall have missionaries of their owo umong us. T'he Rev R, Hamilton of
Melbourpe transmits the following resolution pissed by the Pgesbytery with which
1o 18 eonnceted,—* After deliberation it was agreed to requg the moderator to
reply expressing sympathy with those brethren in their labors and informing them
that thesubject of their communication is being submitted to the prayerful consid-
eration of the respective congregations within the bounds.”” Mr Hamilton adds,
I may state that personally I should have liked o resolution that would bheve been
more pointed and encouraging and more expressive of definite and immediate ac-
tion ~Indeed I was in great hopes that the fair congregations would have under-

Jaken at once the support of & missionary among thim.”  We hope to hear from

other quarters in due time. This group will require between 40 and 50 missiona-
ries which is more than we and our friends in Scotland are likely to be able to
furnish, and it is earely our duty to call to our uid others who preach the same
gospel as ourselves. It will be clear pain to the cause of missions alro if we can
enlist the aid of those already unpledged to the work., Weare Ithink in an espe-
cial manner called on to do what we can to open up this group for missionary en-
terprise, as we are en the spot,know the cireumetances of the islands,and can ope-
rate on them with more advantage than others.
LARGER VESSEL NEEDED.

In the event of our request being granted we would require a goed vessel to stand
the ravagss of this destructible climate, and neatly fitted up as such vessels are
often mspected by persons of all classes. She would require to be a good sailer as
much of her voyages will bo among the isiands where the safety of a vessel often
depends on her sailing qualities. Her accomodation should be largeas sho would
often havo mission famities and teachers on board  Much of her uscfulness would
also depend on ber havinga good captain who would take o deep interest in our
work. ~ She would require to be under the direction of the whole body of mission-
aries, us they only are in circumstances to regulate her movements. Her probable
work would be a voyage rouad the New Hebrides and Loyalty Islant , during the
months of May, June, and July. Some time during the months of August and
September the missionaries maight be collected at some central spot to hold their
annual conference,and then taken home to their own stations. During the months
of January, February, March, and April a voyage might be made to the neighbor-
ing colonies with a missionary on board to plead the cause of missions, and also
to bring back missionary supplies.

None will dispute the value of such 2 vessel to the mission, the only guestion
for consideration is how she is to be procured and mamtained. There would nut
I think be much difficalty in raising the amount neccessary for her purchase. The
children of our own and the Reformed Prashyterian Church of Seotland would fur-
nish the means for this purposs if appealed to  The children of the latter church
when Mr Inglis appealed to them lust year for money to assist in repa:ring the
$tJohn Williams™ raised £600 sterling ; they wouid surely raise an eqaal, if not
larger amount to purchase o vessel of their own. Aund it is quite probable that
the children of our own church would not be overdone by those 1 Scotlend who
are not half theirnumber. We are also making an appeal to the Preshyterion
children of the neighboring colonies and we expect something from that quarter,
though the amount muy not be much, a8 we are less known to each other than
we expect to be,and I may add that the children of Aneiteum hase their little plan-
tationsof arrowroot all over the island that they also may have a share in the ves-
sel. Wo haveprepared an address cn the subjectof o missionary vessel and instruct~
ed Mr Murray to send copies d¥ it to every Preshyterian congregation in the neigh-
boring colonies. He will also send printed copies of the address from Sydney w0
Secotland and Nova Scotia. If itis approved of you had better get it roprinted for
circulatica, .

The maintenance of the vessel is a more serions matter than her purchase. 23 o
spasmodie effort will do the latter, whereas the former is 3 continuous thing,
From persons competent to judge of such matters we are told that L60U sterling
would bo necessary for the support snnually of the vessel we require. Butour



