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Hissionary Entelligenes.

THE LAST BATTLE IN TAILTL

(From the Edwburgh Children's Missionary Newspaper.)

In my paper on Taliti last month, I told you abont a bayy
that was fought there a httle time ago between the Fiench ang
the natives, and it has taken back my thoughts to a battle byl
was fought there about tlurty years ago, and wlich led to
entire overthrow of dolatry, and the cstubhishment of Chnstianit
throughout the island. I have called it above, the Last Battle
‘Tatnti, and shull now take up a hitle space m giving you an a¢
ccunt of it.

T think I have told you before, that the first place to wluch th
London Mssionary Socicty scnt its mssionaries, was the Ilan
of ‘Faluti, in the South Scas.  'There they laboured for about s
tcen years without sceing much fruit; but by the year 1815,
goodly number were converted to Christianity, an: agst wlhon
were the King and Queen, and several of the leading people |
the natwr.  The numbers who now embraced the new rehgiond
and the power they passceed in the tland, exeted the jealousy of
the remaning sdolaters, wl resolved npon thor entire destrnclion
They laid a wicked plan by which all of the cinef cliretian leadery
would be at once got rid of, and themselves be the magtors of th
wland.  fverytling was made readyv. All the Chirstisns wer
to be attacked 12 one waht winke oft’ thar guard; their propert
ptundered, and themeclves mumdered on the spot. Qo seeretly )
was the whole contrived, that up to withn a fow hours of th
ume of the mtended massaere, none of the Clinstans had th
loastidea of it Notice, however, was then given of it bt it wg
timost too late for the Chustiana to eseape. Tae v ass mbled tha”
cvening to worslup near the <hore, whon lear.ing the d. nger th
were m, they at onee prepared to e, Had all the parties oft':gg,
enepucs arrived at the tune appoited, this would have been inf
posstble 5 but as they dud not, it gave them a Little time i whick
to try to muke good ther retreats Ther boats wore lying on the
beach; they were instantly launched, wnd hastily coliccting whgy
Ittle things they could, they cmburked soon afier sunsetf, ang-
reached the neighbouring 1sland Emnro m safety the following:
morning.

‘Their enemies reached the shore soon after they had leftit, al
finding their prey escaped, they began to quarrel amongst theng:
sclyes, a battle cnsued, and for some tune a cruel war wa3s cam
on thr ughout the island,  Many of those who could not bear
contentions fled to Eimeo, and though they were not Chrietia
were kindly treated by the refugees residing there. .

At last cffers of peace were sent by the Pagan chiefs fro
Tahiti, and the king and his people invited to return, and 8
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