
SAINT PETER, PRINCE oF A POSTLES

He said to hini. Yca, Lord, thou knzowest lat love t •xxr., î5.) and the Lord confided to hlim the care of his shecpand of ris lambs, that is to say, of the entire Clurch, faitifuIandi pastor,(,.
Whcn Jesus-Clhrist had ascended to hcaven anci the I blGhost had descended upon the po tie., Pet r 'ads the first tspeak and lie converted several tîousanci men to the 'iiitt.
He punished vith death Ananias ani Saphira, who hadbeen guilty of hypocrisy and miraculous1y cured a large num-

ber of sick. -le at first settled at Antioci ; %vas c nst itoprison and delivered by an angel. le presided over the Cotn-cil of Jerusalem and finally 'vent tosettle definitively i Romne.The prince of Apostles had governed the Church of Rome
for twenty-five years when N rovs persection broke oft. Thefaithful pressed the head of the Cercbc toinly, beut w.en attheir urgent prayers, lie vas about to leave Rome, lie ac avision in which Jesus-Clrist appeared to hlim. Peter askedSaim ouc rViî ler goest thou ?» « 1 am coming to Rome, » thcSaviour replied, eto be crucified again !» Peter understood themeaning of these words, returned to Rome, vas captured andthrown with saint Paul into the Mamertine prison, c ence taey

were withdrawn, to be tak-en to the place of their martyrdom.
Saint Peter asked, out of humilùy, to be crucifiecliead dlown-'yard. -is request vas granted ; lie was bound vith cords andfastenec to the cros3 with nails like his Master. Saint Paul'shead 'as cut off This glorious martyrdom took place on the

2 9 th June of the year 65.
What a strange destiny is Peter's ! W'hat marked conts astscuhat conlicng recollections are united in his name! An obs-cure fisherman from the obscure countrv of Galilee, an apos-tate, a fugitive, become the head of the Church, the commonfather of the faithfuî, the conqueror of pagan Rome, the masterof the earth, greater than Augustus, vlo vas called in his life-time througb the adulation of his people, a tutelairy divinity.Tiese, are truly useful teachings and thus does God raise, sup-port and reward those who follow and love him !sobat a charm there is in looking over the whole ôf this lifes0 fuil of strong and geritle less ans!


