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Britisly Gleanings.

A Goon axp Bav Hawvest—An English paper
says that * the difference between a good harvest and
a bad onc in the United Kingdom is equal in money
value to some fifty or sixty millions sterling.”

Sivovran Covpat.—A British exchange states that
“ a cat belonging to Mr. George Macadie, Iillhead,
Wick, was atiacked by » male and female partridge
while she was out in search of game in a neighbour-
ing field. _After several vain attemptsto repel her
assailants, grimalkin had to give up the contest, and
to run for it.”

Tar Porato Diskise.~A correspondent of the
Scottish Furmer, writing from the south of Eugland,
states that the potato diseaseis very bad in some dis-
tricts, and that more than one-half of the crop i«
already lost. Many districts of Sussex smell offen-
sively of the deeayed haulm, which some farmers are
cutting and taking off the fields, in hopes thereby to
tetard the progress of the disease.

Cats 1v Bressens. We learn from the London
Field that there is guite o rage for cats of the Angora
breed in Brussels at the present time. The demand
being largo and the supply limited, the dealers have
resorted to strong measures to satisfy the market
The other night nearly all the Anrora eats in one
quarter of the city were stolen, to the astonishment
and distress of their owners.”

Beer ror GREaT Britaiv—A British exchange
announces the purchase of six thousand barrels of
beef in New York, for rhipment to Great Britatn. It
says tho dreadful cattle disease, which is now raging
in Europe, will have an important influcnce upon
American markets for cured meats, if they shall he so
lucky as to escape tho discase itself. A large adeance
in butter and cheese may be expected.

Orrer Huxt.—The Carlisle Framiner relates the
following curious circumstance: On Friday the
Carlisle pack wore bunting near Penrith, and they
drove out and kjlled a fine bitch otter. More curions
to relate, however, a nest of young ones was fonnd in
a crevice ctose at hand, containing three of the brond
The pups, which were scarcely as large as new-born
kittens, wore carefully taken care of and hrought to
Carlisle.  They may be seen any day in East Tower
Street, where they are being suckled and tended by
a cat. Pussy is a most considerate step-mother, and
will no donbt rear them in more gentle ways than
their unfortunate dam.

Rerraciye A Cow’s Iorv.—The following para-
graph appears in an editorial column of Shorthorn
intelligence, in a recent issue of Bell’s Messenger:—
“ Did any of our veaders ever try the experiment >f
replacing a hora which had been sloughed or cast?
We did so the other day, and with complete success,
On Saturday, the 22nd of July, & hoy brought a horn
to us which he had seen one of onr cows lose Lhv
enfangling it in a stile. A friend volunteered to put
it carefully on again ; and in the course of abont
twenty minutes from the time of the accident. the cow
was once more in possession of a pair of horns.
Twenty-three days have passed, and the horn seems
ag firm as any in the herd.  No bandage or fhastening
was applied.”’

Fismyo wrrit Tur Erkcrnic Licnr—A British ex-
change give the following interesting account of an
experiment recently made at Belle-Isle, to fish at
night by means of clectric tight :—The light was
produced by a powerful clectro-magnetic machine
constructed by M. Bazip, the well-known _engineer.
The cxperiment, which was conducted by M. Bazin
on board the Andalouse, in the presence of 1500
persons assembled on the pier, was completely sue.
cessful, and tho quantity of fish taken very large.
A porson who was present states that nothing can be
more exciting than fishing at sea by night with the
aid of this light. As soon ag the submarine lantern
was immers:d, shoals of fish of every description
came to sport in the illuminated circle, while the
fishermen outside itspread their nets from their boats.
The light illumipating tho deep aca, the fish urriving
in shoals, attracted by the fictitious sun, tho boats at
the cdge of tho lighted circle, the deep silence, inter-
ruptcd only. by tho grating of the clectro-maguetic
machine, {8 described as an imposing sight.”

Praxts axn FLOWERS adoxe ThE Ioor.—Some of
the English papers expr2ss pleasure, it not surprise,
af the result of efforts which have vecently been made
to enconrage the growthof plants and flowers by the
lower classes of London, Exhibitions have Dbeen
held, sometimes in the schoolrooms of the children,
and small preminums awarded for the best display.
One collection. hrought down from the top of a house,
comprised two hollyhocks, two dahlias, geraniums,
&e¢. From another attic garden came a litile box of
wignonelte in bloom, in the centre, with beans trained
to sticks at the ends. A two-year old oak, grown
from un acorn in a bottle, was the pride of one
woman, while another, with » very humble dnsplay,
said she had heen trying to interest her busband 1n
her window garden, with the hope that it sight draw
him wway from the public house.

Exorvous Prick ror Bac-Suenis.—We learn from
4 correspondent of the London Field, that four empty
cggshells of the Great Auk were recently sold by
public auction, realizing the large sum of onc hun-
dred and twenty-two pounds sterling.  Such of our
readers ag ave not professed naturalistsmay probably
enquire what were the peculiar cireumstances that
eonld give to these egg-shells such an enormous value.
The Alca imptnais of Linnzus, and all subsequent
nataralists, the great auh of the books of our hoyhood
is a specics which no longer cxists, The last living
specimen known was that secured in 1834, for Dr.
Burkett’s collection. The great auk was a diving
brl, closely related to the razor-billsand guitlemots,
althongh in size it considerably surpassed these spe-
cies, it3 length being upwards of two feet. The eg
specimens recensly gold, were discovered with some
others in one of the musenms in London, when it was
decided supernunierary oues should be parted with.
They are about five inches in length by three in
breadtl, and of that peculiar pyriform or tapering
shape characteristic of the eggs of so many sea-fowl.
In colour they are very pale yellowish-white, blotched
with irregular patches of dark and light brown.

Cororr 1v Suontiorys.—A correspondent who has
devoted considerable attention to this subjeet during
many years breeding experience, writes to Dell's
Messenger, as follows :-- I have kaown 2 roan cow
breed to @ white bull, and then to a red bull, and the
calves were roans of sery similar hue and shade, and
both calves were pretty equal in amonut of colour-
ing. I think I could produce several iustances of
this 1 have observed that when a roan cow and 2
white hull have been put together, the calf has very
seldum, come » mixture between the two, but has
been cither white or of a roan celour as dark as the
mother’s, or darker than hers. If the roan cow be
put tow ved bull, the offspring comes either roan,
red, or red and white—not white ; but often, if ronm,
lighler than the dam. Sometimes, however, s red
roann, or mixture betweensire and dam. Red and
roan seem to mix betier than white and voan. If the
two colours refuse to mingle, the result is a lighter
roan, or else red with more or less of white. When
two_colours are put together which dow’t mix very
readily, it scems as if they didn’t know what to do,
and so, by way of settling the difficulty, they both
yield their claims, and one of the original colours
(red or white) comes out ; or if there has been any
distinct peenliar marking among the nearer ances-
tors, that perhaps crops out again.”

Makixave T Avisiings.~The following amusing
account of the manuer in which those animals are
prepared for exbibition is furnished by the Mark
Lane Erpress:—« The show dodges of the Aymhire
men are inexhaustible, and not unattended with
dauger. as one man in kis last twenty-four hours of a
¢ strong preparation” fairly buvst bis bull, A great
deal depends upon the jockeying during that time.
A cow is generaliy kept sharp set till four or five
honrs before the show. If she had been on too fine
food, her paunen would be drawn up, and the vessel
would lean fornard. and the teats not in position 3
whereas if the pavnel is gradually filled in these last
few hours, first by giving her common food.and then
by coaxing her info quantity by beltering it at every
supply, she is filled to rclzlechon. and the vessel hangs
taut and square.  She alten gets her pound of salt
at night, and between the two agencies she shonld be
turned out quite the thing in the morning. Cows are
also kept well up to “tid’ during the show scason
with gruel made of linsced-meal, oatmeal, snd flour,
diluted with their own milk, and sometimes a8 much

a8 8 s, of treacle in it. The shape of the wessel is

also as carefully looked to and adjusted as the
Spanish cock’s comb, which was, while the fashion
set that way, kept up in pasteboard splints, till just
before going into Bingley Hall. A board is put
below the vessel with boles for the teats, and tied
with strings round the cow's back, so a8 to keep itin
position, and the vessel is laved with cold water all
night, to make it fut and contracted and give it con-
sistency. They are alse washed over with butter-
milk, and the tiner lights put in with sonp and gura.
Somectimes the cow barbers use butter-milk for the
legs, and tako to hair-oil, and the horns are rubbed
with charcoal or hawthorn ashes, in accordance with
an old superstition. In short, the day and night
hefore the show are, in many instances, quite as
imporfant a3 an artist’s glazing-day at the Royal
Academy. The judges are ull well up to ¢the little
game,” which extends to seraping rams? horns almost
to the quick, and then japanning them, and is on all
fours with that artistic clipping to bide weak points,
against which old Val Barford, K.C.B. (Knight of the
Clipping Board), struggled so long, till the Royal
English Socicty issued its ukase.”

Trg Rivan of JErkED Brer.—The trade reporter to
the Trish Times says :—* A report gains ground that
beef can be kept fresh in eask and sent anywhere;
if so, from present advanced prices, there is no doubt
large imports will take place and supersede the sale
of jerked beef at probably 3d. or 4d. per ponnd.”
Thercupon a correspondent of the Grocer comwents
on the announcement as follows :—¢ This, I suppose,
is in allusion to the opcrations of the Iresh Meat
P’reserving Company, whose loathsome-looking “pre-
servations” sink and sweat under glass cases in one
of the galleries of our Exhibition. I hear banquets

g jare given by the company, who feast their guests

upon the roast beef of old England, and then show
them, through glass, preserved specimens of what
they (the guests) have no opporiunity of tasting.
 Potatocs and point ' is the title of & talo often told,
but seldom illustrated ; but here we have an instance
of how the wise scientifio fricnds of the poor wman
judge of the good things sealed and set before them
by a new limited (too limited in its prospects, I fear)
joint stock company. Another interesting fact con-
nected with this mportant discovery is that the
closed vessels containing the meat are sometimes too
small to hold the gascous products introduced for
the preservation of the contents. The consequence
is the usnal and very natural one; I am informed
that the innocent aitendants of some adjacent
cases at the Exhibition were a few weeks since
frightened from their propricty by the explosion of a
tin canister containing a joint of donbtful-looking
mutton that preferred corruption to confincment.”

SuarL Pox Awoxe Surer. -In a recent communi-
cation to the Morning Post, Professor Gamgee invites
the carcful atiention of fockmasters to the following
important points, which cannot be overlooked tith
ftnpunity wherever the disease appears :—+ 1. The
flocks must be carefully watched, and the slightest

evidence of sickness in any single animal ghould lead
10 instant separation, and the examination of those
parts uncovered with wool.  The early symploms
are slight fever, drooping ears, clapped wool, and a
flee-bitten appearance on the inside of the arms and
thighs. The red spois increase in size, and about the
eighth or tenth day after the carliest symptoms cach
red papula becomes elevated and tramsparent. A
clear limpid liquid accumulates, and soon becomes
turbid. ‘The pustule hasa white and theo a yellowish
ov hrrownish opaque appearance; the skin avound it
is pale. Each pustule is flattencd. and has been
compared by the French to the bead of 2 nail. A
cettain amounnt of transudation of lymph occurs, and
the pustule dries, so that ina few daysa yellowish
grey or brown seat is perfectly formed. The scabs
then fall off, and leave red depressiong in the skin.
It is most important to watch and separate the
mildest case, as it is the overlooking slight instances
of sickness which so often leads to the disease taking
deep root and exterminating a flock. 2. Inoculation
must be strictly and unconditionally avoided. In
Germany, where sheep are much horned, the opera-
tion may, under certain circumstances. he admissible,
but here it neveris. I appeal (o onr Wiltshire ox-
periences in proof of this. The Yosses in the inocul-
ated flocks umounted to 19.59 per cent., whereas
amongst the non-inoculated they only amounted to
16 per cent. The disease was very viculens, but
readily suppressed by separation. 3. Ishould advise
the Sussex farmers to do as, on my recom=cadation,
was done in 1862, They should club together, and
pay for the first, viz., the smallest loss, and bury the
sick sheep below ground. I do not wish them
wantonly to destroy a whole flock, but the malady
may be limited to very few if the plan of early
slaughtering is resorted to?



