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The gield,

Alsike Clover.

Tar following is an extract from a farm journal :—
¢ 23rd May, 1868.—~Made the weekly inspection of the
farm. Went first to {hie Colt Ground, where the span
of colts, now three years old, are growing into the
future team. This place consists of four acves.
fenced in with Black Ash pole or log fence, so high
1hat they cannot jump over, and so strong that they
cannot break through. ‘This is the true way to pre.
. vent colts being breachy. The pasture is very rich,
and is more than will be necessary to support the
colts during the season.

“I noticed the Alsike clover
pardcularly, whic . is now about
five inches lugh. It possesses
one unusnal peculiarity, viz.,
that of doing Lest in the holes
covered or nearly covered with
water during the winter and
spring. No doubt this is a valu-
able property as cvapared with
red clover, which will not stand
such hardship. Another thing
to recommend its use is, that
before timothy or red clover
is ripe envugh to cut for bay,
the top flowers of the alsike
are ripe, and shed their seed,
which seem to catch atonce and
grow, as I find vast numbers of
young plants only two inches
high, the resuit of last year’s baying. Our colt pas-
ture i8 an uneven picce of Jand, and the roots and
stumps not ont suficiently to enable us to levelit
yct.”

This property of withstauding water in the winter
and spring renders it a very useful plant for undrain-
ed farms, and reminds us of the native placo of the
Alsiko clover, which was first discovered in the
ditches ot the fortification of « Alsike,” in Sweden.

Prolificacy of the Thistle.

To the Edifor of Tur Caxava FarMeR:

Sir,- Thave known you return your thanks for
specimens of ripe strawberries, furwarded to you for
trial; but the cnclosed specimen of scedling thistics
is entircly wanting in those mouth-watering qualities
of which a ripe strawberry is so eminent a provocas
tive,yet itma, be of much mors jmportance when
gravely considered in its threatening aspect. My
object in sending you these is to demonstrato tho fal-
lacy of Peter Shisler's assortion, published in a recent
number of your journal, where ho randemly asserts

{

+Not one in a million of the seeds of the thistle
grow.” I have seen them so thick on ploughed
ground this month that you might count fully 150 to
the square foot.  The bunch in the centre, with the
thread around them, is just as they were lifted, and
too thick to count; the others are seleeted of different
stages of growth, to show what tsey are.  With your
permission I will give a rejoinder to efer Shisler's
letter in your next issue, over the signature - Pabli.
cola.” W. BCRGERS.

Mimico, May 29th, 1868,

Nore By En. C. F.—We gratefully acknowledge the
complinent paid us by our correspondent in believ-
ing that we feel no “ mouthawatering ** after thistles.
and assure him that we ho'd them in utter aversion.
We have caused the specinen of seedlings forw: ardcd

us to be engmvcd lnfc-snzc, to give ocular demon-
stration of the prolificacy of this detestable weed,and
to point an argument for stirring the soil with culti-
vator, harrow and biorse-hoe, in order to secuve its

destruction. It is casy to exterminate weeds in the
carly and fecble stages of theiv growth.  Merely a
disturbanco of the soil then safiices o destroy them,
whereas when once they are vooted, it is a matter of
exireme difficulty to get rid of them. We hardly
taink there is ground for controversy between our
present and former correspondent.  Speaking in a
general, hyperbolical sort of way. onc may say that
not one in a million of theso seeds vegetales, for it is
quite evident that only o small proportion grows,
inasmuch asa single thistle plant will throw upwards
of 11,000 seeds, according to the estimale of Dr.
Lindley. given in our last issue, under the head of
“Weeds.” We cordially =ccond the most fierco and
furions cruzde “against them.  The publication of
aclual experienco in attempts to get rid of this
troublesome pest, though the statements may some-
times perplex by their apparent contradiction, can-
not fail to be of service, and wltimately lead to
efiective methods of destruclion.
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Chinese Yam,

Dioscorea Balalus

To the Editor of Tue CanAps FARMER

Sin,—Having fully investigated the character and
merits of this yam. I have some positions to announce
in regard to it, which I shouid have much hesitation
about advancing, if I were not well assured of their
{rinmphant verification by my countrymen. Xassert,
that this escalent, by its conceutration of cachuseful
properly, transcends in importance every other
cdible vegetable of the carth, and that it is destined
to supersede the tropieal and unreliable potato in
all northern climates. ‘The combinationof its admir-
able properties as food for man, constitute it also the
most cstimable vegetable beon,
and the'most nutritious sliment,
for man and domestic stock,
which God and nature, in their
all-pervading beneficence and
benign provision, have bestow-
ed upon the inhabitants ¢f our
globe. I shall discuss all these
points on a futuro occasion in
the ample sense to which they
aro ertitled. The presert arli-
cle is intended solely to impart
such practical facts and advice
in relation to the plant as will
aid those who are nu.y com-
menciog its culture, X desire,
however, to make known that
there are more than fifty varie-
ties of variouscolors and forms,
and varying in length from seven inches to two fect.

Cusrscreristic Porsts.—This yam isa native of
the northern limits of the temperate zono, and will
flourish in the coldest regions of our couniry, and of
the British Territories, and will endure, everywhere,
the winters in the open ground. Iis produce is more
than double the crop of any potato,and it never rots.
It will flourish best on the now uscless sandy lands
of New Jersey and Long Island, and of the entiro
coast rango, and it willalso succeed on any other
soil hut a stiff clay. It docs not require replanting
annually, but reproduces abundant crops from the
fragments and small tubers (hat are left in the carth.
There can be no fiagment, however diminativo, that
will not vegetate.  From tubers, the rootsattsin ten
to tyelvo inches in length, and weigh four to six
onnces. From sections of the root, such as wused
for the regular crop, the roots attain eighteen to
twenty-four Inches in length, and weigh from half
pound {o onc and a half pounds, and often more.
A plantation of this yam, is in China termed “a
Parmanent Magazine of Food,” and tbe roots may
Yo dug fresh for use Qaily, from early spring to
winter, thus furnishing now yams continuously. It



