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New System of Handllng Bees.

RIEND JONES,-Since writingmy article
published in your issue of Nov. lst, page

a.i 678 ànd 679, inclusive, I have read your

further explanation of the "new system of hand-
ling bees." As I understand the manipulation
outlined by you, I do not have to guess that the
plan will give good results, for it is so nearly
like iny "queenless system" of six or seven years
ago that I am able to decide in advance what is

in it. The distinctive difference between the A]-
paugh system and my "queenless system" con-
sists mainly in the one point, viz., Mr. AlpauRh
heads his surplus workers with a queen, while I
only give mine a bit of comb with larvae to keep
them in heart, but never permitted them to have
a queen. By this management 1 utilized the

extra force of bees in the production of surplus
honey, and come through the season with the
same number of colonies I commenced with.

If I anderstand the Alpaugh system, it muet
necessarily increase the colonies 50 per cent.
each season, unless the increase is wiped out by
urniting during honey season, or at the close
of it. Then, again, the Alpaugh plan re.
quires the handling of three colonies to run
one surplus colony. This is a serious objection
to it, and is the main cause that induced me to
abandon it, for my new and more simple sys-
tem. In practising my new system, the prepar.
ation consiste of one single manipulation as de-
scribed in Lay article in your issue of Nov. let.
And after the colony is thus prepared, it is
managed just like any strong colony is managed
on the tiering up plan. I do not wish to leave
the impression that it requires little judgement
and skill to practice my new system, for such is
not the fact. It requires good judgment to make
it work uniformly. If the hives are prepared
at the beginning of the swarming season there

will be no swarms unless they are induced
by very old queens, not very old "combs," as
the printer makes me say in my article on page
679, the tenth line from top of the page. I want
to make this correction because I have been
trying for several years ta impress apiarists
with the fact-without much success, that the
presence of an old queen in the hive is the
greatest of all inducements to swarm. When a
swarm issues on this account, the best thing ta
do is ta destroy the old queen and give the
colony a young laying queen or a queen cell
nearly ready ta hatch. This will satisfy the
bees.

I have labored for a nrmber of years ta
formulate a controlling system that would en-
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able me to keep a given number of colonies. and
have to handle just that given number of
onies to accomplish it. My new system' does i

when taking honey with the extractor ine

more satisfactory way. And after I learne

the art of " feeding back " and thereby conlver

ing the liquid honey taken from the extra sethe

combs after the brood is all hatched above tIie

queen excluder, into section comb hoeY
have found it equally satisfactory for ta

comb honey.
If I am not mistaken, as practical a n

is Brother Jones, he bas advised against 6feed
ing back" to have partly filled sections finishe

And I think he says that "lfed back honey es?

candy in the combs. How is this, friend Joae

Have you never experimented along thie line
till you know how to do it ? I would be please

to show you some cases of sections produce j

this way. The combs are as white as this sheet

of paper I write upon, and as straight ao h
board, and the honey don't candy. r the

"feeding back" is done immediately after

white honey harvest is over, at a tine
the weather is warm, and the boney ta be
fed back diluted with water a day in advana
of going into the feeders, there is very a
danger of it candying in tbe combe. lu e

climate like our's iii Kentucky, there is .

trouble about it at all. In a cold chlnatei

may be best to put the honey thus finished o0
the market as early as it will be taken.
fact is, in my location when all the surP
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must come from white clover, and every seaso

is beset with danger of being cut short bY 0ne
or more of the many causes that may shorten

the honey yield, I was never able ta prodUc
comb honey in profitabie marketable shape ti

I learned the art of feeding back liquid honey

to have the sections all finished.
It would be quite interesting to learn J

what proportion of the 4J sections that go 00
the hives annually, are finished up in marketable

shape. I really doubt if three-fourths, or eve

one half of them, taking the country over, tre

finished in good marketable shape. Every e'
perienced apiarist bas at some time, i
often, seen his bees booming in his section

cases, with hundreds of sections growi1g like

the touch of magic, and has fairly held biS

breath. A few more days and then-but the "6o

more days" are swallowed up by a s5 ddeo
change of weather, it may be a hot wave, or
cool " easter," or it may be a patter doWD ai

rain every day, and every hour, and the bOo9

ing is over for the season, and he asks, "wha
am I going to do with all these partly-fil
sections ?,"


