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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

gyman: ' hear what comfortable words are here • If PRESENT coNDITION 0F TUE SEVaN CHURCHES. From ise Chrislian Wtness.

ny man sin, we bave an advocate with the Father, In srrveying the present condition of Asia Minor, "Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de-
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitia- there is nothing so remarkable as that of the Seven eeiving your ownselves.-James i. 22.
ton for our s;ns.' (1 John ii. 1, 2.) Hear what Churches, which formed a glorious constellation in
God says: ' C ome now, let us reason together: though the primitive Church. They are thus described by I am not one of thoseelight and airy beings who have the

Your soins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as their latest andn most able historian : faculty of rendering themselves invisible, like the inhabi-

&now; though they be red like crimuson, they shall be " To Ephesus," he says, "shoro of ber regious tante of fairy land, or the genii of Eastern story ; but ani
as wool.'' (lsaiah i. 18.) • How, how P aid the ardor, and fallen fron ber first love, the extinction of a substantial reality and posses
anan eagerly, ' What must I do to be saved Be- the light and influence of Chrtiaty was os organe of sigt and ear-

lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shalt be sa- and the total subversion of both Church and City fol- ing. So quietly and inoffensively dol1 use them, however,

Ved 1 (Heb. vii. 25.) Your past sins shall not con- lowed as the punishment of ber impenitence. There that people seem to think of me, as they practically do of
ema you. ' Chribt is able to cave to the uttermost is now no trace of the faith that was once preached ; little children that they are both blind and deaf, and there-

all that corne unto God by him.' (Act. xvi. 21.) the candlestick bas been removed from the station
T'he man stretched out bis bands with upraised eyes, where it was planted by apotles ; the traveller looks fore cannot be contaminated by the examples of deed and

as if imploring mercy-' God be merriful to a poor down from th heights of Prion, Corissus, and Paety- word, which are so often manifested in their presence.-
sinner,' he faintly uttered, and at that moment his as, upon a scene of solitude and desolation ; al is si- Thus I become a spectator of much which passes cur-
soui departed, lenceexcept when occasionally interrupted by the sea-

The clergyman looked around him ; the light of bird's cry, the barking of the Turcoman's dog, or the rent in the world-for piety ; but which, if tried in the cru-

the glorious gospel can illumine even this dungeon of impressive tones of the Muezzin from the ruined tow- cible of the gospel, would evaporate into a mere shadow,
darkness and borror, thought he : on him who lay in ers ofAisaluk; and the remains of the temples,churches and become such stuff as dreams are made of:-a religion,
darkness and the shadow of deatb, bas this light now and palaces of Ephesus, are now buried beneath the
shined. The rest of the men had kept at a distance accumulated sands of the Cayster. The Sardians which plays around the imagination, but is fot incorpora-

from the idea that sonething mysterious mud1 pass be- and Laodicians were found degenerate and ltkewarm; tWd with thelife.-
%weena dying mortaland bis spiritual instructer, which and to a similar doom of subversion they were to be Inthis privileged character, Iwas a fewdayssincead

*thers were not to hear, 'corrupted as their minds subject. There are now no christians in either. Ame
Ore, from simplicity that is in Christ.' (2 Cor. ii. 9.) few mud huts in Sart represent the ancient splen- mitted into a houeeholdwbere aIl bore the name ofChrist.

»ut he determined not to depart witbout a word of dour of Croosus; and the nodding ruins of its anci- Four ladies of the family, upon whose cheeks the roses of

exhortation to them ; and coming forward into the ent Acropolis, with the colossal tumuli of the Lydian youth had faded, were swallowing their hasty meal, and
kaidst of theni, he spoke to them of the awful state kings, impressively teach the littleness of man, and the
in wbich they were sunk ; invited them aiso to come vanity of human glory. But in Laodicea the sceno conversingwitbgreat earnostness oftbe astonisbing gifts

Io Jesus, and obtain from him a full and free pardon is far more cheerless and deary. No human being re. of an iiteront preacher, who was thon holding a four

for ail their past offences. ' You know not, my fellow- aide& among its ruins; the abatndd6inent tbreatened has weeks' meeting in the community, which they attended
inners,' said he, 'bhow soon each of you may be sum- indeed overtaken it; and neither Christ nor Moham- day and night. They talked as if he was little less than

inoned, like that poor man, before the awful bar of med bas either temple or follower upon its site. The
God 1 Choera is sweeping the city from one end to fate of Pergamos an Thyatira bas not been so severe; an Apostle ; as if his name, and religion, were synony-

the other. There ie contagion in that corpse. I know but the foretold apostasies here triumphed over evan- mousi To differ from him was beresy ; and to abotain,
lot but this may be the lait time I may have an Op- gelical truth, and they now groan beneath Turkish fromhearinghim,and joining in hie measures and machine-
portunity of declaring the gospel to poor perishingein- cruelty and despotism. But the fortunes of Smyrna

ners. I am a dying man addressing men.- But Oh ! and Philadelphia have most remarkably corresponded ry,. was to opposeevery thing good. I sat listening to,

let the love of Christ, who poured outhis blood opon with the disclosures of the apocalypse. In every age their denunciations,and comparing them with tiati bfles-
tbe cross to savelost sinners, speak to you and urge that bas revolved, they have experienced an 'hour of ed spirit of charity,.sobeautifully and eloquently describ-

ou to quit this pit of detruction- feint type ofthat temptation ;' the heathen priest, the Roman emper- criby tho Apostloin tho thirteenthchapter ofCorinthians,
eli to which sin must lead you. Return to habits Of or, and the Turkish bandit, successively inflicted the

konest industry. Nothing but idleness and crime tribulations announced : while, notwithstauding the which "thinketh no evil." In the midst of them, a lady
*ould bave brought you into this place.' It is true,' devaslations of war,earthquakes, and persecution, ac- entered, one ofthose visions of love and goodness, which
said the man who led biathere, ' it was crime brought cording to the original promise,the faith has survived but occasionally light upon our earth. She had pursued
Ma here-We are a gang ofxobbers ; our lives, Sir, in both cities the inries it has sufferedo,
Ite in your bands ; but as a miaiter of religion I Little more of the ChristiarChurch exi'ts at Smyr- the "even tenorofher way," and let the torrent of novelty

depend on your not betraying us. We coold not get na and Philadelphia, than the forn and nome. The and fanaticism paso by heri But these zealous adherent.e,
emiployment--no one would trust us.' 'Trust inthe light is extinguished; only the candlestick remains. overwhelmed ber with descriptions of the. talent and elo-
Lord,' said the clergyman ; heir his words ; 'Let But thelight whichshoneupon the Waldenses, when
him that stole steal no more ; but rather let him labor, the rest o the world was sbrouded in gloom, was quence ofthis 'new light,' and " Why haveyou notattend-

Working with bis hands thai which is good, that he brought from the golden candlesticks of lesserAia. ed upon bis preaching l"-was the unanirnous question.
unay have to give to him that needeth.' Eph. iv.. 28. in after ages, when the Seven Chu ches were suffer- 'The cares of my family,' repliedshe meekly, 'absorb.
U'arewell, we may never meet again in thtis world; but ing the righteous judgments ofGod, this light shone
4k time wili come wben we shall meet--and oh 1n bright upon the waters of the Rhone, and into the rauch of my time. My little children are at that tender

tbat awful day may I find that this message of mercy deep neighbouring valleys of Savoy. age, when they require a mother's watchful eye te
has been blessed to all your souls.' The man con- -m e atil n oahi ug

ducted the clergyman until he was past the dark ner- Ushers habit of Calechising.--" Ho found tbe fruit. form their habits rightly, and taleatteiryoung affbç-

»ow street, and could find hiq way easily to bis home ; of this to be vEry great and pleasing, even among the tions into a proper ehannel.- The Lord.has placed themw

wbere h. returned with seneations of astonishbMent, at ordinary sort of people, upon their coming to receive under my stewardship ; end I have no right to abandon the

Ne strange and almost romantic scene he had witness- the Lord's Supper ; because they, bringing in their charge, or reuign ltinto the bands of those, who would bc-
ed-it almost appeared to hi like a dream, but bless- nanes, had constantly some accournt taken of their less interested, and therefore less vigilant In a monte

g God for sendirg him as a messenger to declare fitess, which was found te be cosiderable, and to

,ie gospel. to that poor sinner, to bind. up bis broken derive itself very much from ifrequent catechising. they miglit imbibe contamination, which it would require

heart, and proclaim liberty to this wretched bond-slave He used constantly to have his own family instructed years to counteract. The young mind is so pliant, that it
Of Satan. every Friday in the arternoon, for a full hour tgther, may be moulded into any hilenes; and wo be ta the me-

What an importaut tectimony does this afford to the and the younger part of his auditors every Lord's day
rffiecy of God's word, when applied to the beart by before the evening prayer and sermon. He found ther, who,,notfeelingherminfimiteresponsibility,leaves ber-

the Hoy Spirit. The word of God was in this case catech·sing an excillent way ' to build up souls in the charge to hirelinge ; or neglects to stamnp upon the infant
quick and pawerful; it was sbarper than any two- most holy faith,m'and that none were more sound and character, the image of er Lord and Saviour.'tfged sword; it pienced even to tIhe dividil)g asunder serious Cbristians, thon those who were wel istruct.
f aoul and spirit; and was a discerner o)fthe thoughts ed in- these fundamental principles. 'Ibis was the 'Jcalled,' continued the gentle visiter, 'to bring some-

ltnd intents of the ieart;' (Ht b. iv 12.) ika %bat way Reformation was advanced iii Europe, and Chris- thing to tempt the appetite of your poor iavalid. Can I
l'R said of the Samaritan woman, it ' told this-rob- tianity in the primitive days : and this will be found see her V
ber mli tiit evor ho did' tIse principal way te kcep them live, to ma ittain tbéir

This is ne dficitius narrative;.it in the taut,-how- sigor mand flourisb. The first Reformcrs from the Po- 'Ye I you will find her in herchamber. I don't think

*Ier romaitie it may seem ; and oh !. how does iipish derection laboured abundantly in this, mnd saw she can continue many days.. But do attend the meeting

speak its awftl language to these who would keep and rejoiced in the great success thereof.. It is af- this afternoon,you will fied it.very interesting.'
SCriptur.es froni the people. firmed b Hegesippus, in his eccleiasticai history, .b

l4eader, if you bave not already obtoineti pardon, 'That by virtue of calechising, there were fel natins ' Thank you. 1 muet try'tôo see your neighhour. Mras.

%nd felt its peace, you need it as much as this poor¡in the world, (I think he says -none) but had received White, vho is very illof a fever.'
!Obber. O seek it • while it is caided to-day.' (Heb. an alteration in their heathenish religion m ithn forty 'Indeedt! I did not know she was sick.'
1. 13.) ' Himn thaît comneth u.nto me,' saith thse bles«-.Fears after thse passion ai Christ.' Andi l'have ' ead 'h Sehabenelesfoa

ed Saviour. ' i will m no wiecast o.'(John vi. it sa a asual complai;it of some Jesuits, ' Ti at they Imsupie'a' t

.)____________foundi there wvas but litile hope of brugmng back to fortnight, and youknow is very poor.'

F .i nLîsti i. anytc oreo gond tIhe Romish Chutrch, or of unset linig c r di' compesing~ u ell,i believe yu go bout doing goodi. The brilwill

arks suad t ineothe iyo true hotco but of suchb Re'fcsmed Churches as were const ant anti serious ' teapitdhu.Yu a etrg omeig

le h¢ari, na te use of catechising.' jigwhapotdor. oudbtegoeei.


