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nineteonth century and ils Protestant Chistianity.
In St. Martil.s Semîinry w have not yet attained

pofection, but somne substantial progress lias bean
made along the Unes indicated. Tho buildings werc
planned for the accommodation of both sexes, and go
planned that the fuillest separation of the departments
as well as their free association can be secured. Many of
tho defects of suparato buildings, morc or less facin>g
each other, are overcono, and yet the comploto isola-
tion of the departuients is secured as mnuch as by separ-
ate buildings. The centre building being the scholastic
une, as Well as containing the dining.room, public
roomîs, and Principal's residonce, makes it easy to briug
both sides of the house together on ail desirable occa-
sions without exposure to incloment weather. The
commingling thus provided for has shown its refining
influence and educativo effect. iii niany ways, and has
justitied the claim of the promnoters of this school, that
it looks Well after tho hone life, and promotes it in a
larger degree thtan could be possible under the old
systom.

With) ail modesty we ask the question, is it not tina
that the old i.un-and-cloistor inethods of education be
reconsidered, and a more thorough inquiry be instituted
as ta the best inethods ta promîote a full, round about
education of our young people, not ouly as to their
iminds, but aise as te their physical, moral, social, and
civil life, with ail their inter-relations and completest
developmllent.

GEOFFREY CHAUCER.

ERHAPS, judging from an intellectual stand-
point, thei-e is a nu more imiportait opoch in tha
anunals of Great Britain than that of the four-
teonth century. Standingas %vo do in the proscnt

aga upon thu summit of the graudest of literary heights,
and fromt Our promontury viewing the surrounding land-
scape, we behold a scenery so diversoly magniflcont
tlhat wo are lest in bowildermnent and admiration. And
wYhen an attempt is made ta thrcad out the path by
which wo have attained Our present position, we find
wo hava reachod a summit whoso loight amazes us.

After the first eiteions of rapture havesubsidod suf
ficiently to enable us ta collect Our scattered thoughts,
inquiry is made of the guide as ta th most interesting
historical points, for we know full well that those crags
and precipices have been the scene of many conflicts.

He rys, pointing ta n beautiful height, suxrrouîndad
by many smaller and less conspicuouis onas, " That is
called the Chaucerian Mount, from him who, in the
fourteaenth century, scaled its lofiy and difficuilt cliffs."

And ta thoroughly appreciaie his laburious task it is

necessary thit you b acquatinted somnewhat vith bis
biogr-aphîy

This tuait, the imost oinient of the age in whicht le
lived, wos born, il is supposed, about the year 1340.
Fromn the record of his life, bath social and political,
and the distinguislhed positions of trust and responsi-
bility whicli ha filled, it is but n fair conclusion that lie
was a mai of high and arisetocratic parentage. But as
is often said, whatever his social position, lie had ai
poet's v. ul, ho was a lover of nature and humanity.

H1e no douibt knew thoso of bis countryieUn who had
won for themsclves fane in other lands. But lie, and
only h. saw the possibility of securing reuown by
grappliug with the difliculties of his own land, and to
the attainient of this worthy end ho dovoted hi lifo's
energy.

During his early life he ias a page to King Edward
III., and in 1370 was sont abroad as a royal ervoy.
About two years aftor he went ta Genoa to negotiate
for ships. While there he made the acquainttance of
Petrarch, the iost noted ian of letters in Europo.

hat these associations were of incalculable benofit to
him is shovn in lis subsequent poelîs.

Chaucer, in 1386, was elected ta represent the County
of Kont; but alnas ! this apparent honor proved, as is
frequently the case, to bo a misfortune in disguise.
This political campaigu, and the struggle whici ensued,
vere the direct agents which caused hii to forfait ail

tho.<o lucrativo positions, vhich he had long and wor-
thily filled.

IL is supposed thnt during his latter days lie labored
under finanucial eiîbarrassment, and that beforu his
daath ho had become conparatively dependent. This
took place at Westminster, on the 25tlh of October,
1400. Ho was the first poat buried in Westminster
Abboy.

After conpleting this short sketch, our guida resuines
bis narrative. IL can be told in a few words.

Chaucor, as lias been alreaty stated, wvas a lover of
human nature, consequently he studied the character,
nature, and language of the people, with whom h was
to succeed in realizing Aho object of bis ambition, iust
necessary coma in contact.

As our good friend exprassed it, Chaucer, in climb-
ing those literary steeps, sought out paGhs proviously
unknown. Two af these, the Chivalria and Italian,
though having nany bye-roads, wore the first higlways
that enabled him, after yeaas of patient toil, to ai-rive
at thoeo hoights of oxcellency wlch shahl over distin-
guish him, and which has secured for him the approba-
tion of nations. Hiý is a naine that has been and shall
bh heralded down the vista of coring years


