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Prom the ‘Toronto tilobe,

GREAT GENERAL MENTING

oy TIE
REFORM ASSOCIATION.
OF CANAPA.

!

cution took place Just evening, (25th vl
tune,) and the proceedings will not (il to
preduce a powerfal effect throughout the
country. The fecling which prevailed

wroughout the evening was of the most en-
tiwsiastic descriptions  The speeches were
dehivered with much vigour, and of them
1t is enough 1o say, that they were listens
¢d 10 by u large audience with marhed at-
wention and approbation from half-past
wx to hall-past cleven o'clock. We
wauld only s1v 1o vur brother Reformers
thtoughout the country,—here we have
cormmenced the campaigne 3 the ball has
received its first forward impulse in the
Cuy —let 1t be 1aken up in cvery county,
i every village, and in every hamlet of
the country,—and lecus show that we are
ruta divided people, thatan overwhelm.
g majority are determined 10 receive,
and will take no less, than their {ull share
uf the pnivileges of the British Constitu-
ton,

‘I'he Association has leased the suite of
Rooms attached to the North American
Huel, including the large public room, und
here the Assaciation commenced their
public proceedings. The meeting was
called for a1 six o’clock ; by that hour &
large number of persons had assembled ;
at half-past six o’clock the room was
deusely crowded, and during the cvening
inany went away unable to gain adminance,

Hon. Janrs E, SmavLi rose and mov.
ed that the Hon. Ronert Bawpwiv do
sahe the Chair.  The motion was receiv
ed with loud acclamations, and the hoas
surable genilemen took hisseat,

Mr. BALDWIN then rose. and amidst
wd andlong continwed cheering, he said
1t be felt particularly gratified at the ho-

nour which had been conferred upon him,
i calling upon him to preside a1 the furst
General Meeting of the Reform Association
{ Canada, because it afforded the mosnt
wnquestionable evidence that in their opi-
1on he had proved himself the firm and
acompromising friend of that great and
el priaciple of British Constitutional
aberty which it was the great object of
‘e Association to supj.ort (cheers ); and
ccause it showed that while exerting
hemselves to insure to their country the
ractical application of that great princi
‘e to the administration of all our local afs
tirs,they repudiated the uugenerous course
[ casting by, as a menstruous rag, the
1ea who had siood firm to that principle
hrough evil report and good report in the
datkes: hour of our country’s history
(cheers) ; when the doing so was denounc-
ed {rom the highest quarters as incipient
treason, as well as when emerging Irom
the cloud of calumny, in which interest
and ignorance and desposism had for a
tiaie succeeded in developing it, this great
n1 truly British principle shone forth in
ill the splendour of its mauve teuth and ex-
+lierce, under the express sanction of one
[ die brightes: ornamemts of the prond
ristocracy of the Mother Couniry, and
ie specially appointed fligh Commissinns
v and Represeniative: of the Suverei
erself.  (Loud Cheering.)

There was another ground on which he
It pleased at the honour conferred npou
‘m. Tt afforded him the opporturuy of
ving expression in the most unequivocal
-anner, lo his entire approval of the As.
wirtion (hear, hiear) ; and no exceuion,
1 his past, hie could dFssure them, should

wanting to forwasd ifs ubject, and make
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effectual as possible ; and he must earnest-

i with the mother countsy was dear, 10 lend
The fitst General Meeting of the Asso- their aid by joinng in such organization.
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s \prerogatives which have not hitherto been
exerdised.  But the Crown must, on the
. lother hand SUBMIT TO I'HE NECES
ly recommended to all to valuo the mm'{SARY CONSEQUENCES OF RE
ciples of the British Constitution, and 10 pRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS,
whom the preservation of the connection’ And if it has to carry on the Government
in unison with n sepresantative Lody, it
must consent 1o cany it on by means of
. those in twhom that representative body
(Loud cheers.)  For, depend upan it, the 40 confidence.”” (Loud cheers.)

day will coms when one of the proudest’ = A ngufter showing that anelective Exe.
bousts of qur posterity will be, that they  yiive, which the Reformers of Canada
cun trace their descent t one who had his | vor ueked for, would not only be incon-
namo nscribod on this grent Roll of the yigi0u1 with monarchicul government, but
contenders for Colonial rights.  (Greut (¢ould really, under rie nomnal nuthority |
cheering.) "of the crown, deptive the commons of one‘

the organization they had recommended @

« Tt (that is tha subgsdination of the Co-
lony to the Mother cuanry), certamly i3
not stegpgthened, but greatly weukened
by u vexatious interference on the pare
of the Home Government with the ennct-
went of laws tor regulnting the INTER.
NAL CONCERNS OF THE COLONY,
or in e selection of persons intrusted
with sheir execution.  The Colonmsts may
not always konow what laws are bust fur
them, or which of their econntrymen arg
the fittest for  conducting thear affairs, but
at least, they have o groater interest in
coming to a right judgment va these points,
and will take greater pains to do sv, than

Qur objects (said Mr. Baldwin) are open
ard avowed. We sech no concealment,,
for wo have nothing to conceal.  Wedes
mand the praciical apphcation of the prin-
ciples of the Consntmiion of our beloved
Moiher Country to the administration of
all our local aflairs. ([ear, hear.) Notone
hair’s breadth furiber do we go, ur desice
10 go3 but not with onehair’s breadth shoit
of that will we be ever sausfied. (Cheers.)
The nawre and extent of the demand has
never been better expressed than by the
great statesman to whom he had alrenay
alluded. Lord Durham had, in his Re~
port to her Majestv, nobly vindicuted the
Reformers of the Province fiom the foul
imputations which had been attempted to
be cast upon them, and ae (Mr. B.)would
trespass on the mecting for a few moments,
while he read a few exiracts from that
greatfextBook of BritishColonialRights:—

“WThe views,” says his Lordship, *of
the great budy of the Reformers uppear
10 have been limited, according to their
favourite expressions 10 the Colonial Con-
stitu.ion *an exact transcript’ of that of
Great Briain, and they only desire that
the Crown should in Upper Canada, as at
home.  entrust THE ADMINISTRA-
TION OIF AFFALIRS to men possessing
ihe confidence of the Assembly.”

And afier poiming out the nriure of
the evils, 10 the existence of whizh he at~
tribotes the unsatisfactory condition of the
Province he proceeds :—

“[¢ is not by weakening but strength-
ening the influence of the people on its
Government, by confining within much
narrawer bounds those hitherto allotied 10
it, and not by extending the intesferenco’
of the lmperial authorities in the details of
Colunial affaiss, that I belive that harmony
i< to be restored when dissension has so
long prevailed, and a regularity and vi-’
gour kitherto unfnown, introduced into the
administration cf these Provinces. It
nevds no change in the principles of Go-
vernment—no invention of anew constitu~!
tional theory—1o supply the remedy which|
would, in my opinion, completeiy remove |
the existing political disorders. It needs
but to follow out consistentlytke principles
of the British constitution,’and introduce
into the Government of these great Colo~
nics those wise provisions, by whick alone
tho wotking of the representative syslem
can in any counlry be rendered harmouious
and efficient.  We ure not now to consi-
der the policy of establishing Representa.
tive Government in the Norih American
Colonies. That has been irrevocubly
done, and the experiment of depriving the
people of their present constiturtoual pow-
er isnotto he then thought of. To con.
duct 1heir Gavernmient harmanivusly. in
accordance with its established principles,
is now the business of its rtulers, and 1
know not how it is possible 10 secure that
havimeny in any othet way thap by admin-
istening the Governmiont, on thuse pnn
prancipies which have been found perfect
iy ¢ffcacious in Great Britain. 1 woxld
»at impair a single PREROGATIVE
OF THE CRUWN; on the contrary, |
Lehieve that the ateresis of the people of

theseColonzes 1eq nure the pro ection  of

those whose welfure is very remotely and
of the great advantages of an hereditary 'slightly affacied by the good or bad legise
Monarchy—he proceeds: “lation of these portions of the Bmpire, 1f

s Fvery purpose ot popular control the Colonists make bad laws and select
might be combined with every advaniage tmproper persons to conduct their affajre,
of vesting the immediate choice of advisers ‘THEY will GENERALLY be the ON.
in the Crown, wero the Colonial Governor LY, AL AYS the GREATEST, suffer
to be INSTRUCTED ta secure the co- ers;and ke the people of other countrigs,
operation of the House of Assembly in his they must bear the ills which they bring on
policy, by entrusting its administralion to themselves until they choose to apply the
such men as could command « majority, remedy. Hut it surely cannot be the duty,
and if he were given 1o understand that or the [nterest of Great Britain 10 keepa
he need count on no aid from home, inany mostexpensivo military possession of these
diflerence with the Assembly that should Colonies, in order that a GOVEERNOR
not DIRECTLY INVOLVE THE RE-'or SECRETARY OF STATE be
LATIONS BETWEEN THE MOTiI able 10 confer COLONIAL APP T

ER COUNTRY AND THE COLONY. I MENTS on one rathe: than anoth ¢ of
‘I'his change might br: effected nY A siN< persons in the Colonies. [or thisis real-

GLE DESPATCH CONTAINING SUCH INSTRUC-
TioNs 3 or 1f any legal enactmont were
requisite, it would only be one that would

ly the only question at issue.” [Hear,
licar, and cheers.)
And again, with reference to the absurds

render it necessary that THE afficial acls
of the Governor should be countersigned
by some public functionary,  This would
induce nesronstmrLity ror LEVERY
ACT of the Government, and, as a
natural consequence, IT WOULD NECPsSI~’
TATE the substitution of a system of AD.
MINISTRATION BY MEANS OF
COMPETENT HEADS or DEPART-
MENTS, for the present RUDE MACHINE-

ity of supposing the people of the Colonics
to be opposed to the principle which, it
would be recollected, was one of the fulla~
cies imposed, or attempted to bo imposed
on the home Gov'nt bySirF.Head he adds ¢

“ Nor can [ donceive that any people,
or any considerable portion of a people
will view with dissatisfaction a charge
which would amount simply to this : that
the Crown would henceforths consult the

Ry or AN Exscunive Councie.”

,wishes af the people in the choice of its

Apain— I'servants.

“Nor can | conceive that it would be' The reading of these wel! known ex~
found impossible or diflicult to conduct @ tracts had taken longer than he wished,
Coroxsal. GOVERNMENT WITh PRECISE- buthefelt it important that they should be
LY TUAT LIMITATION OF THE RESPECTIVE kept prominemtly bolore the public, be-
rowgns, which has been so long and <o cavse they embrace the grezt principlo
easily maintained in Great Britain,” and which was subsequently cnunciated in
which he had previously referred to in Parlinmentary form, under the express
these terms. ‘sanct‘:on of Lord Sydenham, in the famous

* Since the revolution of 1688, the sta- Resolutions of 3rd Sertember, 1841,
bility of the English Constitution has been | which declare that,

secured by the wise principles of our Gos
vernment which has vested the direction|
of the naiional policy and Tue bistTRI-
RUTION OF THE PATRONAGE in the leaders
of the Parliamentary majority.”

Then, after refercing to the idle attempt
of some to deny the applicability of this
principle 10 the position of a Colony he
proceeds :

**1 admit that the systemn which I pro-
pose would, in fact place THE INTERNAL
GovERNMENT of the Colony in the hands
of the CowronisTs THEMsELvES, and that
we should thus leave tothemn the execution
of the laws, of which we have long entrust-
ed the making, solely to them.”

¢ I know not in what respect it can be
desirable that we should interfere with
their internal L gidation in maters which
do not affect THEIR RELATIONS
WITH THE MOTHER COUNTRY.”
(Hear, hear.)

And after pointing out the VERY FEW
points with respect 10 which the Mother
Country, in bis opinion, requires a ¢ontrol
over the colony, among which he enumae.
rates e regulation of fureign relations,
and of trade with the Muther Country, the
Buiitish Colonies, and foreign nations,—
and the certunty that on such peints a per-
{ect subordination on the part of the Colos
ay is sufficiently secured by the sdvan.
tages which it finds in the continuvation of
s connection with the Empire, ne pro
ceeds :

|

¢ ‘The Representative of the Sovereign
in the Province, is responsible to the In«
perial authority alone, but that never-
theless, THE MANAGEMENT OF OU? LOCA.
AFFAIRS can ONLY be conducted by and
with the ASSISTANCE, COUNSEL, AND In-
rorMaTION of subordinale officers in the
Province.”® And that such suberdinate
officers, ¢ coastituting a PROVINCIAL AD-
aMINisTRATION under him, ought to be
men possessed of the confidence of the Re-
presentatives of the people,—thus affords
ing a guarantee that the well undersiood
wishes and intecests of the people will on all
occasions, be faithfully REPRESENTED AND
apvocatep” (Hear, hear,) And bes
cause they led to the overthrow of that
wretched systein of government so strongly
denournced by Lord Durham, which Lord
Sydenham declared he wouid not have
raised an arm to uphold, and which led o
ihose lamentablo events which we have
all so much reason todeplore. But which it
was now attempted to re-i stablishi, by mis~
applying 10 it the name of the very sys-
tem which had superseded it. (Heas hear.)

He would ask uny man 10 read these
extracts carcfully, and say whethor he
found any trace of those new fangled clas-
sification of public matters into those of
«adequate importunce,” and thosa of
“inadequate importance,” which some
person or other Lfor it was really hard to
say in the present siate of the Governmont
who did advise his Exccllency,) had ad~



