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to the perpendicular between each bow. They begin slowly, and
quicken the tinie of repeating the syllables until it is sorapid
that only "il-layh 1 can be distingruishied. The Sheik sta ips
upon the floor. The time is stili quicken cd, and Illaib"I only is

heard-as a groan, while an occasional voice, withl power enougrh
lef t to rise above the rest, shouts, "Il oo-yaht-'oo !"I (1e-Be tDis
God) which sounds much like an Indian war-whoop. The
frenzy increases. Garinents are thrown off one by one, until only
enoughi remain for decency, anC. the perspiration flow.sz in
streatis. One almost expects to sec the body entirely unhînged
and fali in fragments on the floor! Spectators catch the excite-
nient, and takie places at the cnds of the rows, and begin the
"Il-la/iJ Attendants pass around from onc to another taking,

the white linen skull-caps that are saturated with perspiration,
and gi-jving dry ones in tliei- place.

Stili it goes on; faces are feartfaly contorted and lose ahnost
all look of humianity; the cries have lost ail distinctness, and
soutid like a mingling of yclls, roars and groans! Sights and
soutids are borrid, aiîd yet the horror fascinates ! Even the
stratiger who lias no sympathy with the wild fanatical perform-
ance begins to feel as though. sense, and reason are about to take
their departure, whcn the soutids gradually die aîway-as if the
menagerie was retreating.

The reeking, cxhausted company, hardly able to stand without
rceling, have a sacred girdle lield before thcm to be kissed and
muinblcd over; and various other cerenionies, without any
special significance to the spectators, are performed, and after-
wards our attention is attracted froui the howlers to the Sheikc.

A child about six years old is brought to thc Shcik and placed
fiat opou its stornach upon the floor, and the Shcik stands with
both ficet firnily platited on bis back!1 Wc expected to, sec the
breath quite pressed out of him, but lie rises frèsh and smiling,
raises the hand of the Sheik to his lips and kisses it, while the
father of the boy looks as thotigh hie considercd the child su-
premely blessed. Several mien prostrate themselves and are more
or less walked over, and each one on rising kisses the hand of the .
Shcik.

It was an altogether disgusting spectacle, and most sadly de-
pressing to sec mien trying to please God by such debasing cere-
Inonies.
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