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persons from the mother country,
but the tranisfer of a large mass of
pcople from one set of geographical
conditions to another. The first
thing necessary, then, is to discover
as mninutely as possible what these
geographical conditions are, how
rai they canl be turned to account
by a new population, and how far
tilev must bu miodified in order
that the colony may be carried to
its highest development.

Before inducing farmers to mi-
grate to any particular region, it
would be only proper to let them
know to what extent that region
is suited to their requirements. Is
the soil adapted to agricultural
operations ? Is there a sufficient
r'ai-fall to make such operations
successful ? If not, is irrigation
possible ? What about sanitary
conditions ? If all these conditions
are favorable, what about means of
communication and transportation?
All this necessi tates a very thorough,
detailed, and long-continued geo-
graphical study of a colony, and
iiiiui mîore min ute anîd ample im-
formation than is usually supplied
by emigration agents.

It is a most short-sighted policy
in a voong colony to neglect the
survev of its territories. There is
no letter way to spend puiblic
noney than in maintaining an

efficienlt surver service and n cnre-
fully-selected chain of meteoro-
logical stations. For evidently the
first thing uecessary to the devel'op-
ment of any country is a complete
knowledge of its resources, and the
bas-s of such knowledge is mainly
g(ographical in its (haraeter. A
thorough and precise kncwledge of
the geographical conditions, in their
widest sense, of all the colonies,
would have averted many serious

errors-errors as to the class of
people for whom they are adapted,
the products foi whici tv aie
suited, the imposition of tarifs, the
fostering of particular industries,
an(d tle limits witliin whicli comi-

mercial enterprises is possible.
At the present tine, when so

much attention is being devoted to
the settlemiient of the newer parts
of our country, and to the develop-
ment of its vast resources, a thor-
ough knowledge of the geographical
conditions of the varions localities,
would be of inestimable value to
intending settlers, business men, or
ianufacturers. Much is being done
both 'by ouir Dominion and Pro-
vincial Governments by way of ex-
ploring the country and investigat-
ing its resources; and the results of
these investigations are embodied
in numerous reports published by
the various departments. But the
knowledge thus acquired is of little
value if it is not turned to sone
practical account. And I think I
am safe in saying that the ideas
possessed by the average individual
regarding the character and extent
of our resources are very vague in-
deed. Our boys and girls are
burdened with lists of names of
rivers, lakes, islands, cities, and
such like, and with columns of
statistics; but of truc geography
they know little. If we are to take

our position as one of the leading
'ommercial nations of the globe, our

schools and colleges must assign a

miore important place than they do

at present to the study of geog-

raphy-a subject which, as we have

seen, is of the deepest interest and

of the utmost importance to the

whole human race.
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