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On the death of the late Rev. A. 8. Hunt, Superintondent of
Education for Nova Scotia, considerable anxiety was felt by the
frionds of educstion in that Provines concerning the selection of
hig successor. And rightly so, for there are fow offices within the
gift of the Provincial Governments of such importance 08 this,
inasmuch as the incumbent bas practically charge of the education
of the people, his polioy being, s & mwatter of course, adopted by
the suthorities and enforced by his lurge staff of inspectors and
teachers throughout the country. When it was first rumoured
that the President of Mount Allison Wesleyan College, Sackville,
had been offered the appoint-
ment, the anxiety was changed
to hope that he weuld acespt,
and the official aunouncement
of his induction to the office
was hailed wita 8 chorus of
congratulations. It was uni-
vorsally felt that the Gcevern-
ment had wade a wise choice,
and had selected a gentleman
capable of managing the edu-
cational affairs of the Province
with zeal and ability. The
secular and religious papers
were for once ununimous in
their approval, and President
Allison entered upon his duties
with. welcomes from all quar-
ters.

The vew Buperintendent is
just forty-one yewrs old, bav-
ing been born in 1886, at New-
port, Hants County, N, S. He
recsived his early education at
the grammar school in his
native village and procesded
thence te Dalliousie College,
at that time, 1852, conduacted
88 a Provineial Academy.
From Dalhousic he went to
the Wesleyan Academy at
Sackville, N. B., to which he
was {o return in later years as President of the College and otber
institutions of education. Having thus prepared himself for col-
lege, he followed the Arts’ conrse at the Wesloyan University,
Middleton, U. 8., taking his degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1859,
and of Master of Artsin 1862. Hig career at the University at-
tracted the attention of the Bockville authorities, who appointed
bim, in 1860, Professor of Olaesics in the Academy, and two years
later presented ! i to the clagsical chair in the College, a position
ho held for seven years, discharging its dutics so efficiently, and
proving himself s0 able ¢ teacher, that he was elscted to the Presi-
deney of the Colloge in 1369. , Victoria University, Cobourg, Ont.,
+onferred upon him in 1874 the degree of Doctor of Imws, and
when the appointments to the Senate of the- Gniversity of Halifax
were mude, he was chosen ono cf the twenty-four original Fellows.
In the Scnate he had s further opportohity of showing his powess,
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sud he proved himself a hard worker in this new sphere of useful-
ness.

President Allison will find abundant employment for his admin-
istrative talents aud varied achiovements in the Education Office.
As Secretary ex-officio and membeor of the Council of Public Instruc-
tion he will have to act as the Governmeont's adviser in matters
educational, the duty being tho more responsible that, in view of
the constitution of the Couneil, it is possible there may, for s series
of years, not be & single eduontionist, as the Council of Public
Instruction ig simply the Executive Counucil of the Provincs under
another name.

It way be of interest here briefly to sketch the educational
system of MNova Scotis as it
now exists. The Coanoil of
Public Instruction is the head
of the axacutive and has the
appointment of inspeotors up-
on the recommendatijon of the
Superintendent, the regulation
of the expenditure of -~hoo}
grants, of the lecation, con-
struction and control of connty
soademies, and the appuint
ment of the four Proviucial
examiners. The Superintend.
ent has to supervise the
ingpectora, to inspect the
academies, to hold .teachers'
meetings, to report on tie
qualifications of teachers and
on the management of schools,
and to see geuerally that the
law is properly carried out.
Next to him come the inspec-
tors of schools, one for each
conaty; their principal daty
being to act as clerks io the
bosrds of comnnissioners, and
to ingpest, twice a year, every
achoel and academy in their
couanty.

The schools are divided into
common echools, county =aoa-
~ demies and speoinl aeademies.
Ti. - -mel School, located at Traro, gives a classical eduea
tion and trains teachers for their work and for oxamination for the
verious grades of licsnses.

The colleges are the next skp upward, and are oll aided-by
grants from the Provinoial Tregsury. They are: King's Ocllegs,
‘Windsor, the oldest in the Provines; Acadia, Woliville; St. Fran-
cis Xavier's, Antigonish ; St. Marys, Dalhousie, and Halifax. Tho
Presidents make au annual return to the Superintondent of Educes
ion, but beyond this there is no governmental supervision whatever,

As & system it is simplo enongh, but its value for good must
largely depend upon the energy, capability and talentof the Supers
intendedt of*Eduncation, whoss administration of the inw must ba
«fficient it the schools and academice-are'to come up to the mark,
Thore is evory reason to look forward to greay progross in educe
tion in Nova Scotia under the auspices of President Allicon,.
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