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wed for any distance.

({3
Six%zhamphn,”—-Lower drift twenty feet into side of hill

sOns n feet from surface; assay for 150 lbs. $14 per ton, Price &
: €« 4 san Francisco.
ten § hamPiOn-”-—Upper drift on cut, lead 1.6 at surface 3.6 at

wx ot; assay $6 to $1,400 .
the o Soria and Alberni.”—This lead appears to run through
it ig v, 08 Link ” and into the * Alberni,” thusshowing that
« Xtengive,

« 22k Taylor,”—No development.

«y icher,”_No development.

« Lelaide.”—Stamping work now.

«en of Diamonds.”’—No development.

T Ueen of Hearts.”—No development.

w2 other claims without development:
« ., 88ing Link.“—Five cuts all showing quartz resembling
the ™i” apq ‘ Champion,” in fact, openings indica:te that
“Q QUartz in the immeaiate vicinity of the ** Alberni ” and

cen &mpiop, » ig heavily mineralized, and carries a large per
tage of gold,

th? “nclusion T would say that I think the mineral claims in
ex Albern; District worth an exhaustive examinatioh by the
Pert and capitalist.

. THE ATTAQK ON THE GOLDFIELDS COMPANY.
n

on thonr-“ Editorial Notes ’’ we take ground against the attack
becaue Lillooet-Fraser River and Oariboo Goldfields Company
’nuchs?-we consider it ill-timed and undeserved. It' look§ too
inveg ike an attempt to discredit British Columbia mining
8 loq, Ments generally, and that, too, at a time when this province
°Diniomg for capital to develop the mines. There was not, in our

. O, sufficient reason for the violent attack of the Saturday
Dapa. 30d its being accepted as & text by British Columbia

p,::i“ 0 denounce an enterprise, formed for the good of the
inexptl‘_("es and which is as yet only in its infancy, is altogether
i

cable. It will be time enough to criticise unfavorably the
Such, Otera of the enterprise when they do something to warrant
ang & course, Qutof a large number of papers in Great Britain
fielgq Urope containing comments on the formation of the Gold-
Mpany, the Saturday Review was the only one to publish
artigle 'Vorable opinion. Why is it, then, that the Saturday Review
18 the only one quoted by the British Columbia critics of
on} ompany? To say the least of it this is most unfair—that
the ne (the hostile) side of the question should be pregented to
-1itish Columbia public.
Sutu:l €vident, the British people do not ts:ke much stock in the
Rone uai{ Review articles since the shares in the company have
ex P in price. It is not our intention, however, to act as an
0 gq ®Rt of the company’s affairs. When the directors do anything
Om:e“{e _condemnation. we shall condemn, but at tl3e present
At t.nt 1t is somewhat early in the day to criticise their actions.
iy, e When we are seeking English capital to develop. our
Qolumb‘_t i8, to say the least of it, unfortunate that British
Gtung '8 newspapers should echo the violent attack of the
i'ltere:y Review simply because some of the British Columbians
Othep ;. 2 the company are political opponents. There is no
View we can take of the matter.
denoe INING Recorp will not hesitate, should occasion .arise,. to
o m C any attempts to mislead investors, but in discussing
thoy, dnlng affairs of this province political or personal prejudices
tage Dot be allowed to play a part. They will not in our

A:“t‘: of Trade Excursion to West Kootenay.
Trage z quarterly meeting of the British Columbia Board of
R“ard’ofeld last month, in Victoria, the following report of the
) Trade excursionists to West Kootenay was presented:

G ™bers of the British Columbia Board of Trade, Victoria:
M‘:{L‘mw—smce the previous meeting of the Board, the mem-

the Board, whose names appesr in & list appended hereto,

fouocmw Point.””—Commenced stripping, lead visible, but not °

have visited Kootenay, and we now beg to report the information
acquired and impressions received by them. -

The tour included Trail, Nelson, Ainsworth, Kaslo and Slocan
mining divisions, and the principal properties in each were
inspected.

rom Revelstoke south, the countzgotraversed is mountainous,
the higher summits exceeding 8, feet, upon which snow
remains throughout the year. The timber line appearsto be 7,000
feet above the sea; below this the growth is varied; in places,
there is an abundance of well grown timber, whilst other parts
are inferior in this respect, and some of the mountains are almost
barren. Portions of the wooded area at high elevations are free
of undergrowth and remarkably picturesque.

West Kootenay Ylossesses many natural advantages, the most
important of which are the na.vxgable waters of the rivers and
lakes, over 300 miles in length. On the Qolumbia River, a first-
class steamship service is oFerated by the Columbia & Kootenay
Navigation Company as a feeder to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. On the Kootenay River and Lake, the same company has
other steamers, connecting at Nelson with the Kootenay &
Columbia Railway, operated ‘_53' the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and the Nelson & Fort Sheppard Railway. At Bonner’s Ferry,
the steamers connect with the Great Northern Railway, thus

iving the district competitive rates with the Canadian Pacific
%iailway and two American transcontinental railways. There are
several other steamers plying on the lakes and rivers. Short lines
of railways have been constructed to bring the products of the
mines to these waterways, and to form a connection between the
Columbia River and the Kootenay Lake. Oonsidering how
recen;.(iy this country has been under development, it iy well
opened up. :

p’f‘he tovgn of Rossland, situated ten miles north of the boundary,
dates only from the eax:g_part of this year, and is now the head-
quarters and central trading point of the Trail division. Over 200
well-built frame houses, including stores and hotels, have been
erected on the townsite, and the population in and adjacent
thereto numbers approximately 2,000 souls.

The Oliff was the first mine visited, distant about fifteen
minutes’ ride from Rossland. The upper tunnel has been driven
in 190 feet, and the ore averages $35 per ton in gold and copper.
Shipments have already commenced. FPassing on to the Le ﬁﬁi,
we found extensive works in operation, upon which the sum of
$150,000 had been expended. The main shaft,frou; which the ore
is taken, is down 375 feet, and the present output is 100 tons per
diem. The average value of the ore is $40 per ton in gold, silver,
iron and copper. The vein 18 1n no place .less than six feet in
width, and, in the lower levels, widens to thlrt{ feet; the best ore
yet found was taken from the bottom of the shaft, Eighty-five
men are employed in connection with this mine, the miners and
helpers being paid $3.50 and $3 per day, respectively. The ore
costs to mine $3 per ton; transportation by waggon to Northport,
freight to the smelter and treatment, an additional $13.50; it will
thus be seen that there remains a good margin of profit, and at
the date of our visit there was the sum of $50,000 cash available
for the payment of a dividend, this over and above the re-

ayment of all outlay on the mine by sale of ore, The War
%agle adjoins the Le Roi, and the charactet_‘ and value of the
ore are very similar to the last named. As this mine is referred
to in the annual report, it is only necessary to state that another
dividend of $50,000 has since been declared, making a total of
$132,000 paid within six months. Ore hag been shipped from
other properties in this division, notably from the Josie; and
mnch Sevelopment work ig progressing at all points. All around
this centre the mountains are alive Wwith prospectors and miners;
1,600 new claims have been recorded within the past six months
and there is reason to believe that many of them, when developed,
will reveal mineral in richness and quantity as great as any mine
now in operation. Prior to 1890 very little was known of this
division and the éxresent activity i8 due to the recent development
of the Le Roi and War Eagle mines, both of which have paid ever
since work commenced on them.  The fact that the veins of ore
8o far developed increase in width and richness with depth is an
unmistakable indication of permanency. A smelter is being
erected at Trail on the Columbia river, for the treatment of the
ore of this district._

The next mine visited was the Poorman, on Eagle creek, near
Nelson, where there i8 a ten-stamp millin operation with a capa-
city of twenty tons per day. The ore averages about $20in gold per
ton, the vein from which it is taken varying from ten inches to
two feet in thickness. Other veing have been found on the claim
and the development work has exposed a large quantity of ore
rich in gold. The Bilver King is situated 5,000 feet above, and, a8
the crow flies, is ahout four and a half miles from Nelson. Here ore
is already in sight to an estimated value of $3,000,000. Six hundred
and forty tons shipped carried silver 118 ounces, copper 12 Per
cent. and gold $2 per ton. The aerial tramway is nearly complet-
ed. It will connect the mine with a smelter now in course of

erection at Nelson. There are several other rich mines on Toad
Mountain, tributary to Nelson.




