
0F' THE BAtRD OF AGRICULTURE.

as often as it rises up, during the fi-st few days -
but it witt sink after the fermentation, and
should thon bu carefully watched, to ascertain,
when it is ready for removal. This is one of the
most critical stages, and op it a considerabte
part of the profit, or loss, may turn, and if
thore be in the neighborhood any good judge,
he should bu consulted. lu the absence of sucl
asheaf should b. taker out, washed, and dried
in the sun, and tried whether it will clean freely,
If part of the shoves, or wood part adhere to
the fibre, it must remain a little longer in the
steep, but experience alone can teach, and no
directions ean be given that would be understood
by persons unacquainted with the matter, but I
am certain there must be in every district of
Canada inany Irish and Belgians, fully up to
the subject, and that little disfculty need be an-
ticipated in procuring the services of such. In
spreading, care should be taken to shake it well
aud spread it evenly and thin, but if want of
room should necessitate the spreading of it thick-
er, the rows should be at such a distance from
each other as to admit of the flax being turned,
then a day or two on the grass, in order to give
au eqna exposure and bleaching on both sides.
If it hasbeen properly watered, it need not re-
main more than two or three days on the grass.
When lifted it is to be tied up in sbeaves, and pu
under cover of a bouse or shed, till it is conven.
ient to remove it to the scutch mill.

While on this head, I may mention that the
desideratum so long wished for by Flax growers
in Ireland, viz, a machine for clcaninoe without
the necessity of employing so-calle< skilled
hands has been recently patented, and brought
out by the Messrs. Rowan of Belfast. (This is
a piece of information which may be of great
service to out friends in Canada, but which you
are quite as well acquanted witb as I am, hav-
ing witnessed its operations with me). I believe
it comes nearer to the requirements of the Flax
growers both in this country and Canada, than
any thing yet invented, and the fact that I, who
never attempted to clean Flax in the old mills,
fomd no ditficulty in doing it in Rowan's, isl, I
think, proof positive of its adaptation to unskill.
ed labor. This machine, like most new inven-
tions, has met with some opposition; it is ob-
jeted'to on the ground that it gives leas cleaued
Plax than the old mills, but as tliis comee from
eil ownée-s an iateresting party, it should be
iecéivèd ith catiioni, and Wàs nôt borne out
li, our exp'erience.

'Tiat some nioaification of the épeed or rate;
Ïf drivig the machine 1àay be necessa to
.iÏt'o the hàidr r softer gnality-of tr,
t'fo ridtdoûbi. This only requues a large- or
failler pdlley on the scale, which csts liàt1
lfect,
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plied. Txe emigration from this province since
the breaking out of the war in the United States,
(aided by the information you have diffused here
respecting Canada), has resulted I understaad,
in at least nine thousand more than in any form-
er year. Many of these emigrants are froin
Ulster, the Flax growing portions of Ireland,
and from Belgium where it is equally well under-
stood. The weekly intercourse between thé St.
Lawrence and the Foyle, and Mrsey, by steam,
afflords an opportunity of forwdrding the article
at once to the best markets in the world, and
of procuring sncb machinery for its preparation
as may be required.

I have said nothing as to which seed should
be preferred. Different soils and climates m
require different kinds of seed, and few expen-
menta, by intelligent growers, may be necéeasty
to decide which is best suited to Canada. Riga
is generally preferred here, on account of its
growing longer than Dutch or American; -but
these latter were in more favor some yeats igtd,
when the spinninrg was done in a small wheèl; 1h
every farn house and cabin in Ulster, and was
then thought to produce a finer article: brit
since machinery las take the place of the do-
raestic manfacture, the Riga is more generally
sown.

You are aware that I had this year a barrel of
Canadian seed, soon in the same field with fi'e
of Riga, as an experiment. The Canadian casie
up some days earlier than the Riga, and grew
much more freely, up to the middle of Junè; it
blossomed fully ten days earlier and had 'fully
three times the q.antity of seed, bit is of ah
average three inches shorter tb the Rigg. I
am unable to say which will b.: the best qality,
or the comparative quantities each will prod'ee,
not having got it cleaned oat, but I hope-to b·
able to give you an accoun of them next we'k;
I cannot doubt, however, that the Caxnidiah
groiver of Flax would find his advantagé in
changing his seed either from Riga, or Hôlrd,
at least every second year, as like every other
erop it bas a tendency to degenerate when gro*n
in the saine locality, espeòially if that be nött ita
native, and this is evinced by the immense ýi4aü-
tity of seed borne by the Canadian here.

I sent two barrels of Riga Flax seed ihsetar
to the Messrs.'Pe i le, but it was· delayed atJLiv%
erpool and Portland, and did not reach them li
time for that year's sowing; I suppose, ho.w-
ever, they will have tried it this yearl.and if
carefully kept, it inay do pietty *ell, but cam
scarcel bu considered a fàir trial, -emp
with new. You can, however, hear from them
on the subject when you return to Canada, and
if yen or any of your friends should desire it,l
will have great pleasure in forwarn- any quan-
tity yon-may-reguire,-on:te aurrival of thivf14g's
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