CHAPTER 1
THE BOYHOOD OF TECUMSEH

THREE Indian figures stand out in bold relief
on the background of Canadian history—the
figures of Pontiac, Brant, and Tecumseh. The
Ottawa chief Pontiac was the friend of the
Fre rh, and, when the French suffered defeat,
he plotted and fought to drive the English
from the Indian country. Brant, the Mohawk,
took the king’s side against the Americans in
the War of Independence, and finally led his
defeated people to Canada that they might
have homes on British soil. And Tecumseh
threw in his lot with the British in the War of
1812 and gave his life in their service. But,
While Pontiac fought for the French and
Brant and Tecumseh for the British, it was
for the lost cause of their own people that all
three were really fighting; and it was for
this that they spent themselves in vain.

Tecumseh, whose story we are to tell in
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