
HIS COURSE APPROVED

martial law or any measures of increased rigour
until a further appeal had been made to the mayor
and corporation of the city. The issue proved that
he was clearly right in his opinion of the measures
that should be taken to restore order at this time.
The law-abiding citizens of Montreal at once res-
ponded to a proclamation of the mayor to assist
him in the maintenance of peace, and the coroner's
jury-one member being an Orangeman who had
taken part in the funeral of the deceased-brought
in a unanimous verdict, acquitting LaFontaine of
all blame for the unfortunate incident that had
occurred during the unlawful attack on his residence.

The Montreal disturbances soon evoked the in-
dignation of the truly loyal inhabitants of the
province. Addresses came to the governor-general
from all parts to show him that the riots were
largely due to local causes, "especially to commer-
cial distress acting on religious bigotry and national
hatred." He had also the gratification of learning
that his constitutional action was fully justified by
the imperial government, as well as supported in
parliament where it was fully discussed. When he
offered to resign his office, he was assured by Lord
Grey that "his relinquishment of that office, which,
under any circumstances, would be a most serious
blow to Her Majesty's service and to the province,
could not fail, in the present state of affairs, to be
most injurious to the public welfare, from the
encouragement which it would give to those who
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