
A PATTErNOF AFFECTION.

_Between the children of Pierre and Catharîne the
most charming har'ony prêvaîled; they grew up asone family, a pattern of aff ieection and early fr hidship.
Thou gh 41fferent iný tempers and dispositions, Hector
Maxwell',the eldest son of the Scottish soldier, and
his cousin, young Louis Perron, wérIý greatly attached:
the with the young Catharine and Mathilde, for'm""' ed
a little coterie of inseparables; their amusements,
tastes its occupations, all blended and harmone ized delig tfull there werhý e -'nonP of Ahose lîttle

envyings and bîekerings among them that pave the
way to strîfè and 'disunion in after-life.

Catharîne Maxwell and her cousin Louis were more
like brother and sister than Hector and Càtharine;
but Mathilde was gentle and dove-like, and formed a
contrast to the go-ràvîty of Hector and the vivacit ofy
Louis and Catharine.

Hector and Louis were fourteen-'tronom, Vigorous;'
industrious, and har&y, both in constitution a nd
habits. The girls' were turned of twelve. It îs not
with Mathilde that our story is connected, but with

the two lads and Catharine. With the gaiety and
naïveté of the Frenchwoman, Catharine possëssed,
-when occasîon.called it into action, a thoughtful and

ell-regulated mind, abilities which would well have
repaid *the of mental cultivation; but of book-
lear'ning she knew nothîng beyond all-ittle, readiner
and that but imperfectl, ir'd.. from her. father's
teachingý It was au accoMplishment *hich he had
g rained when in the army, having been taý9 _ýY_'his'

colonel's,.,.son a--Iad----'f ---- tweIýë--years who had


