: 7[CAMPBELL] RELI('S OF THE AMERICAN MOUND-BUILDERS ' o ’7'

About the head wuters of ‘the Yemsel, and west. and east-of them, hc,
built his wooden cities, heaped his mounds, and enva«red in the chase and )
in-war. . Still his mscnpuona arc in the same character if & httlg ruder .
in form, and their Japanese is less archaic than that of India." . The chief . -
monarchs who xelrrm,d in Siberia appear in the Japanese annils, which -

do not tell, as do the rocks -of the Yenisci, that they ruled over the Rabu
and the Yob.1 Kita: - 1t is hurd to decide, from the diverse data fub mshcd

by the Corean,- -Japanese and Chinese hmtormns when the Turanians of

Siberia descended upon, Corea and northern China, over which they ruled

. for about two cénturies. The rule of the Khitan in €hina is said to have -
" ‘ended in 1123, and is mppmed to have begun before the middle - of the
- tenth century; but they were in Cotea before. the end of ‘the seventh. -
 The Corean alphabet is 'a much modified form' of the Latlndmn and’
- ‘Siberian syllabary, and, with the Cy priote. syl]abary and the-Aztec hiero- .
glyphic system, (onstltuted my matenal for fixing the phonctlc values’ ot'
- the Hittite cbal aeters. '
The Turanian writérs must have been in J‘lp‘m }on(r before their
5 brethren conquered China, probably as early as the sixth century. This
we know, not from the Ja.pa,nese annals, full of Siberian, Indian and still-
- ‘more western .and dncient' monarchs, going back to 660 B.C., but from -
. the. mound-builder inscriptions of ‘Ametica, and from the hlthI'y of | -

Mexico. - The most anéient date of Mexican hlthTV 18 717 A.D,, "and the

oldest .monumenls on Amerl(,an soil which are dated are the two stones‘

from Da\enport Towa, engraved in 793 and, 795. " Their dates are

‘Buddhist, réckoning from- thc death of the’ sa.frc in 477,B.C. Copies of
_ mscnptxons in the’ Tm.xman‘ character fxom Jap:m have been sent to me,
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but they were.too ‘much weather ed 10 )1elu any satisfactory tfesult. The .

. Japancse are said to have replaced their' ancient form of writing by

modlhcauuns ot the Chmebe in 285 A.D., under thé adwce of the wise

Wonin. This.is ~quite fabuloub, as’ the Japanebe were at that time in
India. But it is pr obable that-the. change of script took place during -

the period of Khitan- rule in; the celestial empire, which lies somewhere. -

between the sixth and the twelfth century. - The mound:builder i mscrlp-
tions of America are all in the old character, although their d‘uea extend

from 7:3 to 1261, and I am not aware of the existence of any American
inscription in the Japanese mochﬁcatlons of the Chinese form of writing. - -

Ban Nobutomo's work on old Japanese alphabets shows that the Jupancse

are now ignorant of their ancient form of* written speech ; yet 1 havea .-
~_shrewd suspicion that it may be preserved among the arcana of Buddhist -
priests in the land of the chrysanthemum. At ‘any rate, it is ‘perfectly.

evident that there is not’ knowledge enough of this old Turanian writing
in the world to enable any one to forge it, as it has been ¢harged over and

‘ ‘again to-have been done by American a,ntxquaruns who ha,ve thus sought,_ ‘
‘to shlela their own ignorance. : - )




