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of his crreat master. He urged immigration as a means of ensurincr to France the os-

session of the New World. Colbert, with the wisdo' of the seventeenth century, replied

that it would not be -prudent to depopulate the kincydom. Secure New. York," Talon

u ro"ed, and the cirreat came will be crained for France." M'hen that step was not taken

he projected a ro-ad to Acadie,-which it was left to our day, by the construction of the

Intercôlonial Railway, to carry out, and 'thus to orive to Canada indispensable winter

ports. He pushed discovery in every direction, selectincy his men with marvellous sagacity.

Under his direction, St. Simon and La Couture reached Hudson's Ba-,, by the valley of

the Sacruenay; Père Druilletes, the Atlantic seaboard b * the Chaudiere and the Ken-D y 3
nebec; Perrot, the end of Lake Michigan and the entrance of Superior; Joliet and Père

Marquette, the. father of waters down to the Arkansas. In Talon's day Quebec rose

fÈom beincr a fur-tradincr post into c6mmercia:l importance. He-believed in the country.D 1_>
he had been sent to crovern, and-was of opinion that a -n-ise national p"olicy demanded

the encoura«ement in it of everý possible variety.of industrial deyelopment. His mantle

fell on none of his successors. Instead of fosterincy the *industries Talon had inaucrurated

and defendincr the commercial liberty which he had obtained, they stifled industry and

trade under restrictions and monop-olies. Not. that the Intendants were wholly to

blame; - they were sent out on purpose to govern the colony, not with a view to its own

benefit, -but with a view to the benefit of Old France., Neltlier the Kincir nor his minister

could concei,ýe that Canada would benefit the mothercountry, only as its rnaterial and

industrial development increased. Talon had twelve successors. -Of all thèse, the last,
Bigot, was the worst. than to any other maný France owes the loss of jý
the New M'orld. He impoverislied the people, nominally for the Kino,'s service, reallv

to enrich himself. That the poor, plundered, clicated habitaiis were willing to, fight as
7ý

thev did* for the Kinz, and thatý 'Montcalm was, able to accomplish anythinor with the

commissariat Bi(rot provided, are the wonderful facts of -the Conquest of 1759. The In-

tendant's house was by far the most expensive and -most splendidly furnished in Ouebec.

It was emphatîcally -'The, Palace,"and the crate nearest it was called the Palace Gate.

It stood outside the walls,-its principal entrance opposite the cliff on the present line of

St. Valier Street, un der the Arsenal while its spacious grounds, beautifully laid out in

walks and gardens, extending over several acres, sloped down to the river St. Charles."

It is described in 1698 as havincy a frontagre of 48o, feet, consisting of the Royal store-

house and other buildin(ys, in addition to the Palace itself, so- that it appeared a little-5
town. In i-i- it was destroyed by fire, but immediately rebuilt in accordance with thec

French, domestic style of the, period, two storeys and, a basement, as shown by sketches

made by one of the officers of the fleet that'accompanied Wolfe's expedition. Here, no

matter what might be the povert of the people, the Intendant surrounded -himself with

splendour. In Bigots time every form of dissipation reigned in the Palace; while the
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