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Kelowna council has pessed a grant of
$100 for the Tranquille sanitarium.

Chilliwack will:issue 10,000 handsome
pamphlets.

The Winnipeg Dairy is to
& creamery at Princeton.

establish

Creston is agitating for a seweragé
system and a railway subway.

Snowslides gre demoralizing  traffic
on the Kaslo & Slocan railway.

Nelson’s street car company has or-
dered a full line of the most .modern
rolling stock.

A record number of fruit trees ‘will®
this year be planted in the Keéremeos
district.

J. E. Annable is arranging :for ' the
erection of a three-story modern busi-
ness block on his Nelson property.

The Vernon city council has passed a
resolution attesting its hearty approval
of the new provineial Tiquor law.

For pointing a . revolver at Harol
Moffatt at Enderby,. Michael Graham
was fined $50 and costs: . ., :

With the continuned soft
navigation on the southern
lakes has been resumed.

weather,
interior

8. D. Colquette has beer appointed
chief engineer of the Keiow:\‘a"p_ower
plant at a salary of $140 per month.

A windstorm on Okanagan #ake last
week carried away the smokestack of
the steamer Okanagan.

The marriage was very quietly » sol-
emnized of Mr. Judd Mitchell of Min-
neapolis and Miss Florrie L. ‘Meek, of
Vancouver.

It is annouced that Ald. 8.'D. Schultz
of North Vancouver will resign imme-
diately, to take the position of city soli-
citor.

Reeve McNaught of North Vancouver
announces that construction of the Se-
cond Narrows bridge will be - begun
within the year. :

The government has already sentan
engineer to Trall to report as to the
most desirable location for the new
trans-Columbia bridge.

The marriage has just been celebrated
at the Terminal City of Mr. Hording
Bradford de Wolf of Vancouver and
Miss Agnes M. Turnbull, of Coronia.
Ont.

The new tourist hotel of u:e PR
at Balfour will eontain fifty guest rooms
and cost in the neighborhood of $100,-
000. : )

Chilliwack’s 10-year 5 1-2 per cent
debentures, issued last year, have been
bought by C. H.Burgess & Co. of Toronto
at 103. ® Y

Sherwood Herchmer and J. L. - Gates
are rivals for the Feérnie mayoralty,
which will be decided at the polls to-
morrow. 7

The petition to invalidate the election
of South Vancouver’s council has been
dismissed on the grounds of an insuffi-
cient affldavit.

Rev. A. M. Sanford .officiated on Sut-
urday last at the wedding of Mr. Charles
A. Barrett of Vancouver and Miss Hazel
Isabella of Tacoma.

Arrangements have been made for re-
pairing the bridge close to Burton city
which was damaged by the high water
last year. ;

The city solicitor of Spallumecheen has
resigned in ¢onséquénce bf the' réfusal
of the council to increase his salary
from $40 to $100 per annum.

L. McDonald of the Great Northern
survey forces fell down a rock bluff
near Granite Creek last week . and _dis-
located his shoulder. -

The spread of a fire kindled about an
old stump caused an explosion of a box
of dynamite near Vancouver on'Monday
through which Frank Hammer of the
Terminal Town received fatal injuries.

‘While intoxicated:on Saturday night
last, a Ladysmith creature turned his
sick. wife out of ‘doors. The oor
woman and her children wandered about
until given shelter by kindly neighbors.

Vancouver’'s park commissioners have
decided to close tle park two days 'in
each week until 10 o’clock, while the
members 0f the local gun club’ shoot
Crows. S

¢« The old timers of the ' Kootenay-
Edward McLeod and Richard McInnes
—died last week. McLeod was found
dead in his bed Sandon apd Mé¢Innes
died in Kaslo hospital after an illness
of several weeks’ continuance, ;

The city council of Neélson has' decided
to anticipate the coming into force of
the new provincial liquor law and will
model the loeal rules and regulations
upon it, making them effective as from
the 1st of April.

—

A new agricultural society was or-
ganized at Summerland on the 3rd inst.,
with C. J. Thomson president. D. H.
Watson, . vice-president; R. - Pollock,
secretary-treasurer, and J. M. Suther-
land, J. L. Logie and R. H. Agur direc-
tors. ;

—

The Granby Consolidated Mining;
Smelting. & Power Co,’has secured a
working bond on the Summit group and
adjoining claims. ‘covering ubout 1,000
acres.. This is one of the most impor-
tant mining .deals consummated in the
history of the Phoenix ecamp.

The syndicate of Idaho and Washing-
ton represem.o’,i by Herman J. Rossi of |
Spokane who have arranged to erect a
-large sawmill in ther central interior of
the province, plan also to- establish a
pulp and paper mill gnd to bring in se-
veral thousand colonists, A

o

FROVINGIAL -
1APPENINGS

ceed at once: :

‘Plaining of inadequate mail

Twenty - below zero was last week
recorded at Greenwood: :

There is much counterfeit coin. in
circulation in the Boundary' country.

Chilliwack is
public library,

agltnt{ng fox; é free

7 s ...; ean d

Nelson has gdecided that there must

be an unobstructed’ view ' of ‘all bar
rooms during Sundays. i

Revelstoke reports another case of

smallpox, among the quarantined pat-
rons of Cowie’s. restaurant.

' Central Park residents regard Vic-
toria as their only serious rival in the
race for the Provincial Untversity.,

*Eonstruction ‘of* Greenwood's new
post office and custom house‘is to pro-

While working in - Extension mine
last -Saturday, George Chapman, of
Ladysmith. broke . his legi. in two
places: e

Victoria’s Salvation' Army band vis-
ited and created a most favorable im-
pression at Nanaimo -Saturddy and
‘Sunday. -

Real estate speculatian is very brisk
at English Bluff, in-anticipation of the
creation of a terminal town there by
the Canadian Northern Pacific.

All the Kootenay is very much in-
terested in the possibility .of goat
ranching for milk and- hair. - Several
large herds are being purchased.

—

. Kamloops Liberals will' hold their
apnual election of officers on the 18th
inst,, ballots being given only to those
who have paid their dues.

. John W. Johnson, a native of Sweden
and one of the pioneers of Nelson, has
Jjust died, and was <buried the day of
John Houston'g .funeral.

James Delaney, who burglarized
George Coburn’s store at Shuswap in
May last, has been sentenced by Judge
Swanson to three years’ imprison-
ment.

The C. P. R. is clearing 600 acres of
land near Jaffray, allegedly in-view of
the early building of the Kootenay
Central. \

At Cranbrook last week, the wed-
ding was celehrated of Mr. Frederick
D. Patton, of the C. P. R, and Miss
Winnifred M. Brown. %

Prince Rupert's Roman Catholics
have dedicated and taken possession
of their new church, just completed at
a cost of over $6,000, °

Guy " Farrow’s; house. ih the Bulkley
valley was: crushégd. by, weight.of snow
a fortnight ago, thé occupants par-
rowly escaping injury. -

Fort George hag now a fortnightly
mail service (thghks to the late 4John
Houston), which' will be extended to
Fraser lake and Fort James.

A foot and a half of galena runpning
from $40 to. $60 to the town has been
uncovered on the main lead of the
Mayflower.

Rossland’s board of trade has pass-
ed a resolution requesting the enact-
ment of a law specially’ taxing itiner-
ant realty agents. .

o B

\Trustee Joy has presented Nelson
High school with framed pictures of
Nelson, the battle of the Nile, and the
battle of Trafalgar, ? 4

Summerland’s Conservative Assacia-
tion has passed a resolution heartily
endorsing Martin Burrill'’s stand . on
the naval question. :

A Fort. George resident has staked
his valuable pre-emption that he will
not take a drink of intoxicating liquor
within a year. If he wins he receives
$600 cash, .

The Bulkley valley is again com-
service,
and it is proposed that the Copper river.
trafl ‘should be used instead. .of the
Skeena river route. .

# o a

‘James Ewart Ryder, 6ne of the pion-
eers of Chilliwack. is dead. He was
for many years a partner in the Har-
rison house, and twas born near Dun-
das, Ont., in 1834,

Archie Boyd and J. O. Mullins, the
latter working his first shift at the
time, were killed at the Granby mines
last week, by drilling into a bootleg in
stope 39. Both were ‘single men.

Constable Pentecost, newly appoint<
ed to enforce law .and order with
Bridesville as his headquarters, rode
in to his station last week, covering 400
miles on horesback within the week.

The efficiency of the fire drill in the
Rossland schools was last week illus-
trated, when (fire having broken out
in the Central school) the scholars
were marched out without the least
excitement in less than two minutes.

|\ epc, =2
While undergoing examination by
Dr. Hall at New Westminster, John A,
Purkis dropped dead.' ' He had been
brought in from the street, complain-
ing of feeling very: faint. Heart dis-’
ease was responsible for his death.

A. B. W. Hodges, who has just re-
signed the managément of the Granby
mines, *has accepted charge of the
Cerro de Pasco Company’s interests’
in Peru, at a salary of $50,000 per an-
num. 2 A ¥

John W. Considine, of Seattle has
taken an  option on ‘the Vancouver
opera house at $300,000. The property
was sold by the C. P, R. to Dominic
Burns and Blake Wilson less than a
year ago for $100,000. - .

Louis Martin was killed last week
by a snowslide while working at the
‘Washington” mine, hear McGuigan. He
had just come outsaf the tunnel with a
car of muck ’'when - the slide camsf
down, carrying him with the car eight
hundred feet down thg dump.

‘The marriage of Miss Daisy Hodges,
daughter of the just retired superin-
tendent of the Granby mines, to Mr.
-Blair L. Sackett, took place last week

at Grand Forks. The honéymoon is

being spent at Marion Lodge, Chris-
tina lake.

The Eastern Townships Bank is open-
ing a branch at Princeton.

The Portland Canal district is to have
& Chamber of Mines. 3
' Gordon Head has selected a site on
Finnerty road for the new school.

Nelson city has decided to abolish its
electrical supply department and dispose
of its electrical supplies now on hand.

The city of Nelson is making over-
tures to the suburb of Fairview with a
view to absorbing it.

Ladysmith will shortly submit a by-
law to the property owners for the erec-
tion of a new city hall. ’)

The dbody of an unknown man, found
drowned, has been washed ashore near
the mouth of Campbell river.

«D. E. Gallatly is to putin a cold stor-
age plant at Westbank, in the Okanagan
district.

e
Wholesale staking has followed the
discovery of coal near Skidgate, Queen
Charlotte Islands.
Vancouver’s. High School Cadet
Corps is to have a band of fourteen
pleces. -

The death occurred very recently at
Phoenix, Arizona, of E. T.  H. Simpkins,
for many years registrar of the Supreme
Court dat Nelson.

David Bénham, a patient at the Van-
couver general hospital, in a fit of ‘de-
lirium leoped from a third story window,
receiving no injury. v

The Summerland Board of Trade is
offering three prizes for pithy, sentences
of not mort than ten words each, for
advertising slips on fruit boxes.

The mines at Middlesboro were closed
down for a day last week owing to a
shortage of cars, caused by service inter-
rTuptions.

The public schoodls at Summerland will
be consolidated so that all the children
of the district may be provided for at
the entral school.

Summerland will hold a fruit show
this autumn,. and will probably organize
an agricultural association and ask for
4 government grant. .

Six camps have been located between
Princeton and Tulameen, and construc-
tion work on the V. V, & E. between
these points is in full swing.

Nicola's Board of Trade has adopted
the constitution and by-laws of the Vie-
toria Board of Trade as the best model
in the province.

A test is to be made at Vancouver of
the right of licensing boards to permit
liquor being sold with meals in restaur-
ants at all hours.

Louis Martin of Kaslo, whe was killed
by a snowslide at.the McGuigan’ mine,
was' buried Mongday “with ‘all” Masonic
honors. A i

The surveyors of the Great Northern
have completed their f#ial location prior
to the beginning of
cinity of Chilliwack.

Complaint ‘is- mades. that - the Great
Northern seryice sfuth #f. Cloverdale is
still ‘very far from-$atisfactory to the
residents. S i K

The funeral of the laté Donald Fraser,
one of the pioneers of Abbotsford, took
place ni'New ‘Westminster Monday, un-
der Masonfc auspices. " |

Thomas. Skinner, ‘an old residen} of
Revelstoke, dropped dead of heart dis-
ease at the Oriental hotel in that city
last Friday.

Chilliwack has provided every reason-
able requirement for fire protection, yet
alleges that the Mainland Board of Iire
Underwriters i{s too busy to revise the
local rates of insurance as promised.

J
The dining and clair cars of the

Great Northern’s Portland express were |- .

ditched on Monday half a;mile ‘south of
the trans-Fraser bridge, two of the pas-
sengers receiving slight injuries.

An energetic campaign of funds has
been inaugurated at Nelson in order
that construction of the new Kootenay
lake hospital may be taken in hand ‘at
amr early date.

Rev. J. K. Wright, of Vancouver,
has resigned his pastorate in order'to
accept appointment as district secre-
tary for British Columbia of the Can-

adian Bible Society:

J. H. Kilmer, of Tracy & Kilmer, the
Vancouver engineers, who purchased
the Pemberton ranch not long ago, has
completed plans for an irrigation sys-
tem which will make the ranch, ex-
tremely valuable.

Miss May Strebor, of Vancouver, ' a
white girl of English, birth, has suc-
ceeded in finding .a clergyman who
will marry her to her. Chinese fiance,
and will go to Denver for the solemn-
ization of the wedding.

Charles Vrooman. assistant in A.
L. McDermott’s wholesale’ liquor house
at Cranbrook, committed suicide last
Friday by drinking a quantity of car-
bolic acid. No actuating motive s
disclosed. Vrooman's wife is living at
Winnipeg. '

Prince Rupert, hitherto regarded as
a model new city, is at present “wide
open. According to “The Optimist”
the rattle of the bones, the clink of the
red, white and blue celluloid, the whirr
of the roulette wheel, and the silken
rustle.of the women .in rouge-are-con-
tinuous, day and night. :

The Masonic and K. of P. Brother-
hood are applying for charters in order
to organize lodges in Prince Rupert.
Each order will start with fifty mem-
bers.on the .dnitial.roll.. .. ...+« ;

The Irishmen:of Prince Rupert will
hold a concert in the theatre on St.
Patrick’s cay. The. proceeds will be
devoted to liquidating the debt of the
new $6,000 R. C. chureh. . . . .-

The snow-at ‘Prince Rupert disap-
peared on the 9th inst. and building
operations were continued. It has been
predicted that the end of March will

ark the erection. of buildings in the
townsite valued at $1,000,000. s

‘W. Furuya, the Japanese who vicious-
ly attacked Mys. Sibbald of Revelstoke
with a knifeon her refusing him money
and adyising him to go to work, has
been committed for trial at the spring
assizes.. . Mrs. ‘Sibbald received . ards
of twenty wounds in alk '

grading in. the vi-
% , ,

The wedding tooks place at Wellington

on Monday for Mr..George Meredith and

| Miss Jessie Taylor of Departure Bay.

Mr. and Mrs. Meredith will reside at
Northfield.

Coroner Davis,of Ladysmith is in-
vestigating the death of Willilam Red-
man, a local boat builder, supposed to
haye resulted from drinking wood al-
cohol.

The new Methodist church at Merritt
will be formally dedicated on the 17th
of April, Rev. Dr. Sipprell of Célumbia
College preaching the dedicatory ser-
mons. 2 »

.

At Holy Trinity church, Cumberland,
last Saturday, the marriage was sol-
emnized of John W, Little, of Goddard
& Little, Vancouver, and Miss Laura A.
Abrams. 3

Work will be resumed forthwith by
W. @.° Gillett of Nelson, who has_ the
contract for the erection of the new
provincial government building at Nak-
usp. It will be completed within six
weeks. 5

Death from natural causes was the
verdict returned by a coroner’s jury em-
panelled to inyestigate the sudden and
somewhat mysterious death of Mrs.
Foster Mortimore of Crawford Bay, who
died near Balfour on Monday night.

The newly organized agricultural as-
soclation of Grand Forks thave decided
upon the purchase of ‘the race track
grounds for fair purposes, at $6,114.50,
which is the amount of the mortgage on
the property. : .

A Conservative association” has been
organized at Salmon River with a mem-
bership of forty and much eénthusiasm.
W. P. Duncan is the -chosed president,
Ellis Johnson vice-president. and R. C.
Berteaux secretary.

Meetings under the auspices of Vic-
toria District Farmers’' Institute will be
held at Gordon Head tonight and at
Royal Oak tomorrow. The speakers will
be Deputy Minister W, E. Scott and Mr.
M. A.] Jull, the Provincial poultry ex-
pert.

At St. Saviour’s. church, Nelson, last
Thursday, the marriage was solemnized
of Mr. John Berry of Castlegar and Miss
Annie McLachlan, who had just arrived
from Brinkley, Surrey, England, to Join
her fiance.

Last year the Island Board of IFire
Underwriters declined to reduce rates at
Ladysmith until the council of that city
had a horse and driver constantly on
duty at the fire hall.
has now been made.

The Frager valley branch of the
B. C. E. R. Co.’s inter-urban system is
now completed as far as Abkbtsford, 40
miles out of New Westminster. There
is still some grading to be done between
Sumas and Majuba. Hill, which will be
done by the 1 tsof April. - Work on the
terminals at Chilliwack is keeping pace
with construction. ’

Residents of Lulu Island are very
anxious in connection with the inroads
the current of the Fraser is making on
the dyke at certain points, and are do-
ing all in their potver to induce the
Dominjon government ‘to arrest the
destruction of the dykes and of portions
of the island. '

MINISTER WANTS
INTERIM SUPRY

e

M. Fielding to Ask for $25,-

000,000—Warm  Debate on
Company Bills Granting
Water Power Privileges

OTTAWA, March 14.—Mr, Fielding
will bring in a supply bill. ‘temorrow
for a sum approximating $25,000,000.
As the end of the present fiscal year
is rapidly approaching, = Mr. Fielding
will ask for one-quarter of the items
not yet voted to. be included in order
to make up this amount. ‘This plan
has been adopted-in recent sessiops,
with the consent of the opposition, but
it is very doubtful if this will be
granted this year,

The house. spent the entire day. on
private bills, there being no less than
23 on the order paper to be dealt with.
The bulk of the time, however, was
spent on two of the more contentious
ones, the Nelson River Railway com-
pany bill-and the act ingorporating the
St. Lawrence Power Transmission
company. The first, which occasioned
a great fight in the railway committee,
over . the question. of granting fran-
chises to a private company for the

.control of valuable water powers, was

passed today after another .geries of
strenuous objections on the part. of
Houghton Lennox., Mr. Bradbury, of
Selkirk? urged that there  should be
some definite statement from ' the

-government as to their policy regard-

ing conserving these natural resources
for the people instead of handing them
over to private individuals.

The argument of Mr. Pugsley, who
spoke for the government in the ab-
sence of the minister of railways, was
that there was nothing in this bill
glving the company powers of expro-
priation, and the rights of the- people
were adequately safeguarded.

Tonight there was an outbreak of
hostilities on the St. Lawrence Power
transmission bill. This is the legisla-
tion which had a stormy life in the
private bills committee ‘and was re-
ported by that body after several of
its fangs had been withdrawn by Mr.
Clifford Sifton. < ; .

Mr. Emmerson joined the ranks of
the opponents of the bill, declaring that
he saw “lurging in it a menace to
Canadian interests.” He understood
the bill was merely a' preliminary to
another and larger scheme, which
would be the twin of a bill passed by
the legislature of New York State. In
regard to the present bfll the danger
lay in the fact that parliament had in
1894 given power to a company to dam
the St. Lawrence, but it did not have
transmissionu -powers.. The present
bill would supply that power of trans-
mission which the old company lack-
ed. . .

Mr. Emmerson also dwelt on the fact
that the State of New York insisted
upon the company they incorporated
exercising its powers only on a con-
sideration which went into the state
coffers, and he wondered: why this
parliament. was willing to give these
powers for nothing.

Miss- K. Black, “from 'Tacomi, is
staying with - Miss G. Stranger.  in
town for a few days. :

That provision’

 ing wave of deposits,

‘over, it is fairly certain

10 COME UNDER
~ NAXIMUM RATES

——

Treatment Canada May Expect

When Payne-Aldrich Tariff

Comes . in Force—Decision
Not Yet Arrived At

CONFERENCE HELD
"~ AT WHITE"HOUSE

R —

Washingtop Officials Mak e
Statement That -Canadian
Duties Are Higher: Than
Those of United States

. WASHINGTON, . March 14.—At the
end of a four-hour conference with his
tariff advisers  today, President Taft
had not arrived at a decision as to the
action he will take with respect to ex-
tending. to Canada and France .the 25
per. cent reduction in tariff rates which
he is allowed to grant to nations that
are shown .to be not unduly discrimin-
atory against the United States. It is
said that the situation with respect to
Canada is all hut hopeless, and the
indications are that the biggest and
nearest neighbor of the United States
may be. one important country against
which the maximum rates of the Payne-
Aldrich will have to. be applied. ;
Negotiations looking to a settlement
with France are progressing satisfac-
torily. It is said a new proposal was
received from France today, and it was

intimated that a settlement by which r

France may send its products to the
United States under the 25 per cent.
reduction clause is not unexpected. The
negotiations .are far from complete,
however, and another hitch may occur
at any time. .

President Taft is charged with de-
ciding, from all the facts available, just
what nations unduly discriminate
against the United States, and may ex-
tend a 25 per cent. reduction in all. rates
to those nations not included in this
unfavorable - list.

Canada is said to have made no effort
to secure this preferential _treatment
from the United States. It ia declared,
in fact, that the Dominion government
has left no loophole for President Taft
to do otherwise than to allow the max-
imum ratés automatically to go into
effect against imports from that coun-
try. In this connection it is pointed out
that the maximum rates of the Ameri-
can tariff law against imports  frem
Canada 'are decidedly lower than. the
duty imposed. by Canada on: imports
from the United States. This was true
under the Dingley law, and the differ-
ence is declared to be even greater un-
der the Payne-Aldrich act.

While -imposing this higher duty
against the United States, it is declared
that Canada has given to France a re.
duction in duties of from 2% to 5 per
cent. from prevailing rates, and that

this reduction under conditions imposed |

upon the Dominion government  has
been automatically ' extended to twelve
other nations, under the most- favored
nation rule. In these circumstances, as
no proposal looking toward successful
negotiations is forthcoming frém Can-
ada, the American authorities see prac-
tically no hope of settlement.

Fresent at the conference with Pres-
ident Taft today were Secretary of
State Knox, Senator Aldrich, Henry, M.
Hoyt, counsellor of the state depart-
ment;. Chas. M. Pepper, tariff expert of
the department of tommerce and- labor,
and Messrs.” Emery, Réynolds and San-
ders of the new tariff board.

Jamts “Macdonald, editor of ‘the To-
ronto Globe, was expected to be a visf-
tor at the White -House during the con-
ference, but did not see the president.

—o0
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Old Age Pensions for Miners

A few words on the Workmen’s
Pensions Bill, now before the French
Senate, may not .be inopportune. The
Bill left the Chamber: of -Deputies: in
1906 . just - before - the. elections, giving
a pension of 360 fr. .to. workmen  at
sixty years of age. It meant fromr 300
to 500 million francs extra eharge. on
the public exchequer.. The senate did
not feel inclined to vote a scheme that
would place such a heavy burden on
the country. The Bill therefor slumber-
ed in Committee, but the recurrence
of the general elections brought: the
matter up again, and at last the Sen-
ate began its deliberations. M, Ribot, in
the course of the ‘debates, succeeded
in gaining over the ‘government to
propositiofis which in effect give this
final shape to the Bill, as far as the
Senate is concerned. Payments have
to be made by: the‘ working people
to the State from the age of fifteen
to sixty-five years; 9 fr. for men- 7
fr. for women and 4.50c for .minors
under eighteen years. The employers
have to pay equal sums for every
person in their employ. These . con-
tributions are annual and obligatory.
The pension is paid at the age of stx-
ty-five instead of sixty, and it reaches
490 fr. for those who have paid 9
fr. per annum. So far from this re-
form, as thus announced making for
social peace, it appears to have arous-
ed dissatisfaction in all directions. It
is true that the eloquence of M. Jaures
at the Nimes Socialist Congress car-
ried the vote of a resolution by 198
against 157 to the effect that the So-
cialist party would support the mea-
sure on its return from the senate to
the chamber, but the minority was g
big one and included the notorious M.
Herve, and the representatives.of the
General Labor Confederation. Other
classes of the community,.by no means
attached to the TLabor Confederation,
have - their fears aroused as to the
beneficial application of the measure
in its present form. Enormous sums
of money will be capitalized in the
hands of the state by the ever-increas-
How will the
capital be invested?
come of it? The future of eleven mil-
lions of people depend on these ques-
tions being rightly answered. = More-
that the
French laboring classes, especially in

What will be-|

the country districts, will show in-

variable repugnance to pay out'of their

scanty resources a fixed tax for fifty

years of their existence. .
Is Sandstone a Mineral?

A sequel of the recent decision in the
House of Lords that sandstone is not
'a mineral is the raising of an action
in the Court of Session, Edinburgh, by
the North British Railway Co., against
the Budhill Coal and Sandstone Co.,
Limited, Shettlestone, and others. A
few years ago, in consequence of min-
ing operations, sidings and buildings
at Shettlestone station subsided and
were damaged. The railway company
ask for £7,000 damages. The Budwell
Company explain that their workings
were bona fide, and in reliance on
their lease and on the decisions of the
Court of Sessions that sandstone was
a2 mineral. They admit that some
damage was done by the operations,
but explain- that the damage was
grossly exaggerated, and that a large
part of the injury was caused by the
working of coal,

New Placer Invention.

A new method of working stream
beds, and one destined, say those who
have the machine in operation, to
revolutionize the working of placer
claims and the outer beach or second
bar ot Nome, Alaska, has been in-
vented and patented by L. F. Gilman,
and the contract for the portable cai-
sson- or cofferdam let to- a Seattle
iron works. Gilman, while he has
never been in Alaska, has had many
years’ experience ‘in placer mining in
California. Various unsuccessful and
costly attempts to mine and extract
gold from the outer bar of the Nome
beach, of which the inventor had read
much, was the incentive for the in-
vention, : ’

The improved cofferdam is prefer-
ably oval in contour, and comprises
two walls of plate metal. A test was
made in the.river at Spokane last fall
Wwith a model four feet .high, and ten
feet long, the caisson being set in the
river on a boulder bottom,. the slides
driven, and the river bed inside the
caisson successfully dried. After this
trial a machine twenty feet long, ten
feet wide and six feet two inches in
height, weighing  six and .one-fourth
tons, was placed in the $imilkameen
Tiver, and” it successfully dried ih a
few hours 154 square feet of the river
bad, going to bed rock eleven feet,
Goldt ore was washed from the sedi-
ment.*

Two of the movable caissons will be
shipped north on the first steamship
leaving in the spring. These will be
Operated on thé outer bar by means
of a steel cable, 1000 feet long, stretch-
ed over sheer legg. By means of gas-
oline engines apd barges three. . men
can successfully operate one caisson,
raising, lowering ‘and moving it along
the cable. It is estimated that four
settings can be made and worked each
twenty-four hours, representing the
washing of gold from 1,200 square feet
of concentration. . The gold will be
washed from the concentration by
means of sluice boxes hung on davits
on the sides of the caisson.

A Chamber of .Mines for Portland
' © Canal. )

There is a ‘movemént on''foot ' for
the purpose of organising a ChamBer
of Mines for the Portland Canal dis-
trict. * Among those who are 'also. in
favor of the movement’ is T. Moore
Fletcher, M. E., who recently came to
Stewart; C. H. Dickie, general man-
ager- of the Portland  Canal Mining
Company; T. J. Vaughan-Rhys, M. E.,
of . Prince. Rypert, and, many other
miqying men; g "

In . a recent interview.Mr. Fletcher
outlined the idea of the Chamber and
its workings. The proposed Chamber
of Mines would consist of about eight
men .sgas to.ensurée a guorum at the
meetings and not be-unwieldy at the
same time.  Its:purpose would be to
issue a bulletin or progressive estimate
on the operation -of -the mines in the
district. Through this source the in-
vestor wotld’ gain authoritative ‘infor-
mation periodically regarding the ac-
tual workings of the properties, their
development and output. It is be-
lieved the scheme would be heartily
endorsed in camp and at the same
time'tend to dampen the ardour of the
“wild-catter” and give the investing
public a source of information that
could: be relied -upon. It is- pointed
out that similar chambers have .op-
erated to excellent -advantage . else-
where and-the promoters of .the-idea
believe it would effect a.great boon to
the camp. : S
Coal Tonnage.

During the month of February there
were 12,397 tons of coal shipped: .over
the C. P. R. from the Nicola Valley
Coal & Coke Company’s mines at
Middlesboro. If cars can be obtained
it is expected that this tonnage will be
greatly increased for March,

Bay Be Radium. ;

Klondike may have radium; and hav.
it in such . quantities-as to establish: a
world’s record. Information was is-
sued . from- the Colorade - School of
Mines describing pitchblende, . which
carries radium and giving all details
as to its appearance in its crude, state,
Willlam Steinberger, to whom the in-
formation from Colorado was address-
eéd, received a sample of pitchblende.
Since that date many prospectors have
called at the home of Mr. Steinberger
to see the sample.” No less than five
of the callers who are old-time pros- d
pectors declare that they have located
pitchblende not far from Dawson.

Some of the men are so enthusiastic
that they. are planning to go after the
deposit at,K the earliest possible date,
and some may mush out over the
snow.

One of the prospectors says that he
found a seam of black material a
quarter of an ‘inch wide, and has
drifted in on it a long distance, and
it has widened to six inches. If the
seam {is pitchblende, nothing better
could be desired, the prospector says,
and ‘he is ‘wild in delight of anticipa-
tion of possible-fortune. - All the men
are keeping the locations . of - their
strange deposits strictly secret.

Koyukuk Is Rich.

Word has just arrived ' from the
Hoyukuk of the richest strike yet
made: in that district. The Haley &
Snookclaim, near the mouth of Ver-
mont creek, which is -a tributary to
the Hammond river, is reported to be
the richest ever. >

One pan ‘yielded $400 in dust.  Sixty
pans went $90. : In two days’ panning
$2,400 worth of dust was realized.
The paystreak is forty feet wide. Ten
dollar pans on: each side are common.
..'The above reports of the conditions
in the: Koyukuk: region are. in a
measure confirmed by R. - Mc-
Govern, a widely known mining ma-
chinery.man who.left the. Koyukuk
country some weeks ago. . ;

Mr. McEovern says 'that in- five
hours'. time about $38,700- was practic-
ally picked on Morry & Nolan’s ground
at the upper end of discovery, Nolan's
creek, Three . years ago, he says,
these men cleaned up about $140,000
from fie Jower end of this claim, but
it now appears that the upper end is
still richer. - %

“There are 200 men in the Koyukuk
‘this_winter. ' Provisions are now reas-
cnably cheap at Wiseman City, a
winter's outfit being procurable for
$400, where foul years ago it- wonld
have cost twice that amount; .

HOUSE OF LORDS
REFORM SCHEN

e

Lord Rosebery Introduces H:s
Resolution Declaring fo
Changes in Upper Chambe,

¢ Large Crowds Listens

HEREDITARY RIGHT
TO BE TERMINATED

e

Premier Asquith  Announces
That Budget Will Be Re-
introduced and Disposed of
Before Spring Recess

e

LONDON, March 14.—The House .
Lords entered upon a discussion toda;
of the resolutions proposed by Lord
Rosebery, preparatory to the radical
reform of the upper chamber. The
great crowds present indicated th.
general interest in the subject. Not
seat in the chamber was vacant when
Lord Rosebery rose to move that the
house resolve itself' into a committee
of the whole to consider the hest
means of reforming the existing or-
ganization 80’ as to constitute itselr &
strong and efficient second chamber.
At the same time he presented a sct
of resolutions to 'the effect that there
was a necessity -of a strong and effi-
cient second chamber for the well-he-
ing of the state; that such a chamber
would best be obtainable by the re-
form and reconstitution of the House
of Lords, and that a necessary pre-
liminary to “such - reform and
reconstitution was the acceptance of
the principle that the possession of a
peerage in itself should not longer af-
ford the right.to sit and vote in the
House of Lords.

Lord Rosebery declared that the
time had come for a reform from
within, without waiting for the gov-
ernment to carry out its proposals to
hamstring the peers and so emasculate
the House of Lords it would become
no better than a painted chamber
in which no self-respecting person
‘would care to sit. He said that it
was wished to establish the elective
principle, but it must ‘not be through
popular elections but by elections by
associations, corporations and county
councils... Lord Rosebery poured scorn
upon the suggestion of a single cham-
ber.

The House of Lords adjourned the
debate after a discussion which re-
vealed marked differences of ‘opinion
as to the value of Lord Rosebery's
proposal., Viscount Morley expressed
_Surprise. that Lord Rosebery had not
waited for the'” government's propos-
-alg, and pointed out that Lord Rose-
bery’s plan of reform would entircly
fail to remove the possibility of future
deadlocks arising between the two
houses, which was the real difficulty
to ‘be solved. .

An. interesting’ phase of the political

situation today was Premier Asquith’s
announcement in the House of Com-
mons that the hudget would be re-
introduced "and’'.disposediof. before the
‘House ‘rises for the spring recess. The
announcement revived palitical specu-
lation in the lobbies. It is generally
believed that the ‘Nationalists will ab-
stain from voting, in.which case the
budget will be passed. If the budget
is defeated there is no doubt the gov-
ernment will resign and go the coun-
try again on thé question of the budget
and the reform of the House of Lords.
The_debate on the naval estimates in
the House 0f Commons was noteworthy
for the ‘breach between ‘Lora Charles
Beresford and Reginald McKenna, first
lord of the admiralty, the latter flatly
accusing Lord Charles of making a
misstatement.
Sir Bdward Grey, tle foreign secre-
tary, in a strong speech at the Liberal
banquet in London tonight declared
that it was not sufficient to limit the
veto of the Lords but that the Upper
House must be radically reformed. A
single chamber, he said, would result,
politically speaking, in disaster.

Route Practically Located From
Edmonton to Coast—Con-
tracts May Soon Be Let on
Western Section

B

VANCOUVER, Mgrch  14,—Working
west . from , Jagper House, Garnet
Hughes, an engineer in charge of a
Canadian. Northern railway survey
party, recently “hooked up” at Yellow-
head, at the summit of the Rockies,
with the survey between Yellowhead
and Tete Jaune Cache run by C. F.
Hanington's party. The distance be-
tween the two, last named points is
about fifty miles. It lles wholly with-
in British Columbia and west of the
summit.. Mr. Hughes is now on his
way back to Edmonton, which is sep-
arated from Yellowhead by a distance
of 290 miles, according to the survey.

With the completion of this work the
Canadian Northern has now virtually
finished locating its line between the
Atlantic and Pacific. The eastern ter-
minal will be in Cape Breton, where
Messrs. Mackenzie, Mann & Co. have
a2 line of railway. The firm also owns
railways in Nova Scotia. To give the
Canadian Northern a transcontinental
line several gaps will. have to be filled
in, These dre between Port Arthur
and -Sudbury, bétween Toronto and Ot-
tawa and between Quebec and the Mari-
time provinces.

It is expected that contractors will
be invited within' the next six weeks
to tender for the building of portions
of the line between New Westminster
and Hope, the latter at the western
slope of the Hope mountains. Con-
struction will also be carried on this
summer al the various points between
Kamloops and Hope, the route from
Lytton following the Fraser river on
the side opposite that “docupied by the

.]C. P. R.
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First Three Experimental Or-
chards to Be Established at
Vernon, Summerland and
Kelowna Respectively

The first three demonstration orch- |
ards to be established by the provin-|
cial goveriment will be located at|
Vernon, Summerland and Kelowna in|
the Okanagan dfstrict. To provide for |
these the special grant of $10,000, in-|
cluded in the estimates, will be utiliz-
ed. The sites are being chosen by B.
Hoy, assistant to R. M. Winslow, pro- |
vincial horticulturist. !

In connection with these farms it is |
proposed to allot some ten acres to
each. Special attention will be paid |
‘to the sofl. A-record of all expenses |

and profits will be kept so that the|

possibilities of the industry may be!|
accurately guaged. Men selected from !
the districts where the orchards are
located will be placed in charge, the
officials of the agricultural depart-
ment exercising a supervision over the
general work.

Later on the government intends to|
establish one of these demonstration |
orchards on Vancouver island in the
vicinity of Victoria, while another will
‘have its location on the lower main-
land.

R.-M. Winslow, B, S. A, provincial
horticulturist, . returned on Sunday
evening from a week’s visit to Oregon
and Washington, during which he was
the. .guest of Professor A. B. Cordley,
of the-Oregon state agricujtural college,
in - which = well-established institution
he has just been offered and refused a
professorship.

“British Columbia looks  good
enough for me,” said Mr. Winslow with
a laugh, when asked as to
whether or not the refusal of the prof-
erred professorship may be regarded as
final/ “They are splendid people over
there 'in‘ Oregon, however,” he added;
“and if I “were contemplating any
c¢hange I do not know any whom I
wotuld rather live among. * They treat-
ed me roxally during my week's visit,
and I cannet say too much for their
friendliness or their hospitality. Nor
can one very easily exaggerate the
scenic beauty of that Hood river coun-
try of which they are so proud.”

During his visit “across the line”
Mr, Winslow gave three successive and
successful lectures at the popular
“‘&range meetings” at Hood river dis-
gussing- in their. order “forms .of win-
ter-injury” “spraying flujds”. and the
“handling of nursery -stock.” F

Spraying may be said to be Mr. Win- | .

slow’s speciality and he left yesterday
on a short demonstration tour to near-
at-hand Island points. Yesterday he
gave a demonstration at Mr. Duncan’s
orchard Duncan. Today Mr. Matti-
shaw’s orchard in Nanalmo will be the
,scene of his instructive activities; to-
merrow he will be at Mr. Shaw's or-
chard -on” Gabriola; and on Friday -at
Mr. Hudson Lee's Fulford harbor. Mr.
Winslow yill return to Victoria Sat-
urddy and leave shortly thergafter for
the ‘Okanagan, so as to reach that
great district in time for the meeting
at' Vernon on the 28th inst., to. discuss
experimental orchard plans.

WRECKERS' REACH
" STRANDED YUCATAN

Change of Wind Shifts Floating Ice
" and. Allows Salvage Steamer
Santa Cruz Near Wreck

.- The recent change of winds in
Alaska’ has permitted the salvage
steapier Santa Cruz from this port to
_neé%%ﬁh‘e side of the wrecked steai-
ship. Yucatan in Icy Straits, Previ-
ously. ice floes had shut off approach
by. water. The Santa Cruz has three
divers at work patching a large hole
in the starboard bow of the Yucatan
and as long as conditions permit will
continue operations in an effort to float
the vessel. It is probable the salvage
ship _will be forced to leave her work
from time to time to avoid being
Crﬁs}g *by the ice pack”which will be
forced back toward the shore when
the ‘winds shift. to. the north.

The Yucatan has been abandoned to
the underwriters by the Alaska Steam-
ship Company, her owners. but no ac-
ceptance 6f the vessel has yet been
made by Lloyds in London. The
underwriters have three months be-
fore taking action on abandonment of
4 ‘wrecked vessel. It is understood a

special: representative of Lloyds is on]

the way to this coast from the East
to take some action in the matter.

The Santa Cruz, after patching the
hole in the Yucatan’s bow, will turn |
her attention to the stern, which is|
submerged at all tides. The observa-‘
tion house on the hurricane deck has
been ecarried away by ice floes and it
Wwill be necessary to deck over the en-
tire afterpart of the steamship. Then
the pipes emptying into the sea and
all sea cocks will have to be plugged
and everything made water tight, after
Wwhich ‘the vessel will be pumped out
and’ the stern floated. It is expected
there will be no difficulty in getting
the Vessel off the beach and into deep
water, although it is~impossible as yet
tc tell how firmly her bow is embedded
in the sand. Her stem was somewhat
crushed and her nose bumped in by
impact with the beach when she
struck.

i Weir in New Zealand.

Andrew Weir, head of the firm of
Andrew Weir and Co., of Glasgow,
operating. a regular line from British
Columbia. to the Orient and from

British Columbia ports and San Fran-
cisco to’Australia, was in Auckland on
February 1, according to news brought
by officers of the liner Maital. Mr.
Welr is making an extended tour and
left Auckland by the Maheno for Svd-
ney. From there he will go to China
and Japan before coming on the Vic-
torla. Mr. Weir stated at Auckland
that as soon as trade between San
Francisco and New Zealand improved,,
it was the intention of his company to
Put on larger and faster steamers.

)

‘The wedding of Miss Gladys Sweat-
man, daughter of the late Archbishop

and Mrs. Sweatman, to the Rev. J. B.|

Fotheringham, M. A.. of Trinity Col-
lege, is announced to take place on
Tuesday, March 29. at the Church of
the Messiah, Toronto. No invitations
Ml -be dssued, as the wedding will be
very quiet.
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