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57 HE Bureau of Provincial Infor-
mation, realizing that the open-
ing up of Alberni by railroad
connection ‘meant’ not only the
development of that district
alone, but assured ‘renewed ac-

determined to get such general
information as would be useful to settlers
who were thinking of making that section
their home. As a result of such action’ this
bulletin has now been prepared.

Vancouver island is situated on the south-
western seaboard of British Columbia, separ-
ated from the mainland by a narrow channel.
The general direction of the island is north-
west and southeast; it is 280 mileés long by
an average of 50 miles wide. There are no
great stretches of level land, the general fea-
tures being mountains and. valleys,” with a
general main ridge forming the backbone:

The eastern shore,: bordering as it does an
inland sea, presents a comparatively unbroken
shore line; while the west coast, lashed by
the fury of thé Pacifié¢ ocean, has been cut up

< Somass River

by a number of long arms ‘of fiords, penetrat-
(ing deeply itito’ thé*tand:~Prom this pecifliar-
ity it s astonishing to find that, while the
island is only 280 miles: long, ‘the coast line
of the western shore has a length of 1,300
miles, exclusive of islands, g '

These long arms of the sea, navigable by
the deepest draught vessels, form splendid
‘Waterways and are a great factor in the open-
ing up of the island’ - *

Of these long fiords, only two penetrate
through the main mountain range, viz., Quat-
sino Sound to the north, and the Alberni
canal, a little south of the middle of Vancou-
ver island. The latter inlet nearly cuts the
island in two, being ‘only 14 miles from the
eastern shore, The town and valley of Al-
berni is situated at the head of this stretch of
water. : )

Historical. * 218

The Alberni canal was named after a Span-
ish’ officer, Don Pedro Alberni, who was in
commahd of a company of volunteers in the

expedition to Nootka. It is probable That this

inlet was known to the Spaniards as early as
1790; the entrance is marked on their charts
and called Archipelago de Nitinat. From the
time the -Spaniards left Nootka nothing  is

heard of Alberni, or, in fact, of the whole of

*. the west coast of Vancouver island until com-
paratively recent years. 3 ; ‘
Messrs. Anderson, Anderson & Co., of Lon-
don, England, besides their business of ship-
owners and ship-brokers, had an interest in
a shipbuilding and ‘ship-repairing dock and
yard at Rotherhithe, on the Surrey side of the
Thames. “ About the year 1855 it was brought
to the notice of this firm that there were in
Vancouver island large tracts of forest land
containing Douglas pine and other valuable
timber suitable for masts and spars and for

.. ' general shipbuilding . purposes. In 1860 they

sent out their agent, Capt. Stamp, to Vancou-
ver island, and he selected Alberni as the most
suitable place to erect a sawmill, not only on
-account of the great wealth of timber, but in
- view of the ease with which it could be -ship-
ped to foreign markets. :
.In August of 1860 Mr. Gilbert ' M. Sproat
was sent by the government of the province
with the armed vessels “Woodpecker” and
“Meg Merrilies,” to take over from the In- -
dians the land which had been granted to the
Andersons in consideration of their building
a sawmill and opening up’the district. The
negotiation with the Indians was satisfa torily
arranged, and a sawmill of very consicferable
capacity was built, and cargoes of spars, masts
“and lumber "were shipped to all parts of the
world. "The business became a large and im-
portant one, and was continued’ for some
years until the mill was burnt down, which,
owing ‘to a depression im ‘trade occurring
shortly afterwards, was ‘never rebuilt. The
operations ‘of ' the company were for some
s time in charge of the N})ra Sproat referred to,

who is well-known in British Columbia, hav-
ing written a book on the Indians of the west
coast of Vancouver island. -

While the mill was in operation a ‘small
steamer, “The Thames,” was sent out, and

for some time made regular voyages between
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Alberni and Victoria, and also towed the com-
pany’s vessels up and down the canal

A period of stagnation marks the time from
the shutting. down of the mill until the. year
1886. In that year the Andersons decided to
survey a portion of their land into a townsite,
which -was called Alberni and from that time
till the present there has been a ‘slow but
gradual development of the district. ,

To facilitate their transactions in ‘land and
other matters, the Andersons decided to in
corperate their Vancouver island interests in-
to one company. This was done, and the
Alberhi Land company, Ltd., was licensed
‘under the laws of British Columbia in the
year 1906. [

In view of its large undertakings in Alberni,

the Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway company
has-acquired a-substantial, interest ‘in the Al-

- berni Land company, thus giving .the. railroad
access to a splendidi deep water ocean harbor. -

The operations of this company will, in the
future, be largely controlled by the railway
company, which will push the development of
the town with the vigor that has characterized
its actions in the past. ;
; Descriptive,
Capt..Vancouver, referring to Alberni, has
written in his journal, 1792: ‘
To describe the beauties of this region will,

on some future occasion, be a very grateful
skillful panegyrist.

task to the pen of the
The serenity of the climate, the innumerable

pleasing landscapes, and_the abundant fertil-

Referring to this inlet, the admiralty sailing
directions give the following description :

“Alberni canal runs in a northerly direction
for 22 miles, with a breadth. varying from two
cables to .one mile, and terminates in a fjne
spacious anchorage at its head. The shores
on'. either side are rocky and rugged, rising
abruptly from the sea to mountains, 2,000 and
3,000 feet high. At the head, however, the
land becomes low dnd fertile, a large extent :
being fit for cultivation. The depths to with-
in one mile of the head vary from 160 to 40
fathoms, and the shores of the inlet are every-
where free from danger.”

With regard to' the: approach from the sea,
Capt. Walbran, lately in command of the Do-
minion government lighthouse and revenue
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vessel “Quadra,’” writes with authority in the
following' fetter o SRS

9 ."1_1 ¥

“Victoria, B. Cio14th Novémbe‘r, f1§)67.!
“I'know Alberniicanal and the mew town-

site on Stamp harbor extremely well, having
made a survey of the Harbor in 1892, as you
‘will’ see’ by a glance at the admiralty chart,
‘Clayoquot and Barkley Sounds,’ No. 584, on
which the plan of my survey is shown. .Com-
mander- Bowman,
“Royal Arthur,’ used my plan when anchoring
there with the flagéhip; and he afterwards in-
formed ‘me he found ‘the plan most satisfac-

R. N, (N.) of the flagship

‘tory, and the harbor an excellent oné.

“When I sent in my survey of the Rarbor I

also showed on the plan the new townsite
of Alberni, and the ‘admiralty had i placed

" Albern! Canal

only to be enriched by the industry of man
with villages, mansions, cottages and otHer
buildings to render itrthe most lovely country
that can be imagined, while the labors of the
inhabitants would be amply rewarded in the
bounties which nature seems ready to bestow
on"¢civilization, : ek

The Alberni valley is 25 miles.long by five
broad, extending in a northwesterly direction.
To the east it is guarded by the beaufort
range of hills, while to the west it is bounded
by a sea of yet unnarmed mountains. It part-
ly includes two large lakes, and is well water-
ed by numerous. rivers and streams. '

The townsite 'of Alberni has a most. happy
situation. It rises with a gentle slope back
from a spacious harbor, a mile wide by a

mile and a half long, with good anchorage,

" sproat Lake

on the chart, as you will see. This was en-
tirely done on my own Jinitiative, as  there
were no.signs of a town: there in 1892, only
the wharf and the ruins of the ‘old
I have always thought most highly of Alberni
- (Stamp Harbor) as ocean port: The water-
way from the ocean;
being clear of all danger for the largest ves-
sels, even such as the Lusitania.
fall is excellent, there being no off-lying ‘dan-
gets in the track of shipping, and the shore
and waters of Alberni canal are hoth bold and
honest throughout, with very deep water. As'
an ogean port Alberni: will compare most fav-
orably with Portland and San ‘Francisco. -

stantly changing, and, therefore, though most
carefully buoyed hy. the United  Stdtes gov-

sawmill.

entering at Cape Beale,

he land-
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ernment, can.only be safely navigated by the
most experienced pilots. Records show that
many vessels have been lost on the bar of the
Columbia, with great loss o? life. One of the
reasons, .many years ago, for the change of
the headquarters of the Hudson’s Bay com-
pany for their deep-water merchant ships from
Fort Vancouver on the Columbia to Nisqual-
ly, in_Puget Sound, was owing to.the many
disasters their vessels met with on the bar of
the Columbia.
"~ San Francisco has no dangerous bar to
/cross, but the entrance to'the harbor is con-
tracted, subject to strong tides, and 'is‘also
subject to extremely frequent and dense fogs.
“Therefore, from my intimate knowledge
of this coast, having been in command of the

Mount Arrowsmith
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C. G. 8. “Quadra” for many years, and hav-

ngnefitered ‘Barkléy - Sound ‘tinder-4il “cohdi-
tiong.of weather; T can- state with ‘donfidénce  Th

that ‘Alberni harbor as an ocean port ‘1s an
extremely safe one for all classes of vessels.
. “J. T-WALBRAN.>
The following reference is also made to
Alberni by Commander R. C. Mavne, R. N.
i 1809 Y ks :
“The Alberni mills possess several advant-
“os.aver similar rival undertakings in Puget

Sound, which are now beginning to be ap-

preciated by merchants, and still more by tlie
masters of ships.. .One of the chief of these

lies.in accessibility, for Alberni, being situ-

ated on the outside coast of the island, the
navigator avoids all the journey in anll out of

Beaufort Range

.the Straits of Juan de Fucca and Admiralty
inlet, which occupies ordinarily a week, SO
that a vessel bound to Alberni, making Cape
Flattery at the same time with one bound for
Puget Sound, would be half-loaded by the
time the other reached its destination. =~ Again,
when ‘loaded, the tug takes him to :
irance of Barkley Sound, where he can ‘wait
for a fair wind, while the - other, in conse-

- quence of the more
into’ the strait, has
days'to get outside..

- means a desirable spot to beat about in, for
the squalls from the Olympian mountains are
sudden and heavy,

is ‘a long way up a swift river, ra idly,”

the Columbia, at the entrance of ‘which' is-a

‘most dangerous bar, with ever-shifting sands,
which cause the navigable channel to be: con-

the en-

prevalent winds Blowing
to beat for .two or- three
In winter this is by no

and fogs ‘come on ‘very

he: Esquimalt. & Nanaimo Railway com-

pany, which is controlled by the Canadian
Pacific railway, has announced its intention:
of extending its line of railway from Welling-
. ton, their preseat northern terminus, to Alber-

e

ni, and forming a connecting link with \a-
couver by a car-ferry of large size.

Tenders for clearing the entire “right o!
way” and for a large portion of the gradine
have been let, and it is expected that the my;
line will be completed in less than two year
No effort has been spared to make thig lina
as efficient as possible by lessening the curyes
and cutting down the grade.

With railway connection to the east coast,
Alberni occupies a unique position as a dis
tributing point for the entire west coast. \\ ith
the exception of Quatsino, Albefni seems th:
-only point where it is commercially feasib)
to build a line of railroad to the Pacific <.
board of the island. Everywhere else a ranoc
of mountains make a reasonable grade im-
possible, ‘and Alberni, occupying @ centr:)
position; - is* able to distribife and collec:
freight both to the north and to the south.

Timber.

The hillsides ‘and smaller valleys leading
into the main valley are clothed with a wealth
of the finest timber in British Columnbia, yet
untouced by the axe of the lumbermen,
Douglas fir forms by far the largest percent-

age: of :the timber, together with the so-calle/
hemlock and small buncheé¥ "of>SuRite Pine.

ere is more of theJdatter seen here than i«
the average on the coast. Towards Barkley
Sound fir gives way to.spruce, hemlock and
cedar, , SR A :

The railway. company has leased mill-sites
-and, agreed to provide terminal faeilities ‘which
will insure a very large output of timber for
many . years to come. ‘Lhe product can be
shipped by through cars to the northwest, or
by water to the markets of the world.

) - Agriculture -

The lumber industry will stimulate agri-
culture in the district by proyiding a large
home matket for farm produce, and as the
land is cleared of timber it will be taken up
for farming. Agriculture has languished in
the past, owing to the lack of communication
_or a home market. Soon it will have both of
these defects remedied. The soil is generally

a red loam underlain with gravel 'and sand,
well suited to fruit growing. As far as noted,
clay was not'much in evidence, though it oc-
curs in the valley. The average depth of soil
~is.about 18 inches on Fhe higher ground, and
in isolated places the gravel subsoil comes
_ near the top with only a few inches of  soil.
Toward Comox there are a number of marshes
and cranberry swamps which can be compara-
 tively easily drained and got under cultivation.
As a whole, the valley has been much enrich-
" ‘ed by deposits ‘washed down from the moun-

- tains.

: Climate
The elimate is mild, subject only to light

.~ winter frosts. The rainfall taken up the valley

gave a record of 8o inches, but it was noted
during the summer that it was often raining

- up the valley, whilst it was quite fine lower

down, so that 50 inches would probably he a
" fairer average, most of the rain falls duting
‘the winter months giving ample sunshine and
| good. growing weather, as shown by the toma-

- toes, peaches, and grapés which readily ripen

-at Alberni.

An atmospheric phenomenon occurs everv
day with great regularity during the fine sum-
~mer weather. At eleven a.m. of every day of
bright sunshine the valley begins to heat up.
and the hot air rising causes a partial vacuun.
To fill this vacuum cool air rushes in up the
canal from the ocean, causing a strong breezc
up the canal and a pleasant wind in the valley.
Towards six p.m. the land has cooled, the
breeze ceases and calm prevails, which is not
disturbed until the following day.
; AP : S@enery
Alberni district is one of the prettiest por-
.tipns of Vancouver Island, more especially so
in the diversified nature of the scenery.
Through the valley flows the largest river on
the Island; the Somass. Taking its rise in two
fine laKes, it tumbles over in grand waterfall-

~and dashing cascades, and rushing through «

dark rock-bound canyon with walls of basalt

100 feet high, merges lower down in a broal

and tranquil river. The lower portion of thc

river shows nature in her more tranquil ‘moods,

affording inany a typical pastoral scene, while
\ %5 *
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