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to account for it." It is a stmple and
true story, and can he vouched for by
many who are living to-day. I can
nremember the vessel cléarly and dis-
tinctly, but, unfortunately, the mys-
tery occurred so long ago that the
details have escaped my memory, al-
though I heard the old folks describe
the event many a time, in fact, it was
a subject of general conversation.
Probably I was five years old, and I} °
remember the name of the  vessel,
which was the Hliza, owned by Cap-
_|tain Patrick Strapp of Harbor Main, |
| father of the beloved Rev. Brothar
|Strapp of St. Bomaventures Colleze;]
‘who has been for so many years the
idolized teacher of tke pupils attend-
ing that historic and (venerable ins
stitution. I should say ‘that the
event occurred nearly gixty years
ago. The Hliza was a brigantine of
about 135 tons, and was employed in
the prosecution of the seal and cod
fisheries by her owner for mauny
years. After she was lost, Captain
Strapp purchased the brigantine
Ransom, a.splendid vessel, and I was
on board of her scores of times. But
it is with the Eliza I have to do in
my story of a supernatural occumr
ence, and if it was not supernatural,
what  was it? Wireless telegraphy
was not thought of for forty years or
more after the event I am about to
record, and even if the wireless were
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1 tacks of the Prussian hordes during

MYSTERIOUS STORY.

being opened the box was found
pclose a folded: papchment, com=
g writing in Tetters 'of gold ‘ani
marine. Th> ancient:text was
hit to decipher, but records: that
priest in questicn, ome of tae
est artists of the age, was the|
pr of various sculptures, repra-
ng scripture subjects, on the
ipal front of the High Altar; and
the sculptured palpit, which was
preat ornament of the church, was ,
his chisel. The artist-curate |
have been, also in matters spir- |
one of the greatest men of ais
The body measured, from the
In of the head to the sole of the
seven feet eleven inches, Rhenish |
re. The feet nearly covered by |
assock, rested on a folio volume
archment—the first leaf of which
ayed the title: “Chronicon Saec-

XL” To the educated or illiter- \(gince the days of Constantine) at

mind alike the above must con-
p that human agency had nothing
ever to do with the miracle re-’
ed above, and it proves con-
vely that the circumstances may
ttributed to the supernatursl.
yet ithere-are many who would
y believe in spirits, christian
ce, crystal gazing, mediums, ete.,
ithstanding the most indisput-
proof as recorded by those who
ssed it a little over seventy

ago, when tho discovery was

after the coffin had remained

for over nine hundred years.

g an example of the sculptors,

etc., who lived and worked ’nlto be

idle Ages, derignated by some
dark ages— the sculptors of
would -be unable to repair the
of those of the Middle, Ages,
less plan, erect and beautify
grand works of art, such as
s Cathedral and other historiz
ments of ecclesiastical architec-
many of them levelled to the

i ished life and vigor, the piety, zeal

'raised the people from thewslowest

the late war. Napcleon knew them
well when he stated .that a Prussian
was hatched from' a cannon ball.

THE CHURCH -mmnm
It was (and still is) with undlmin-

and wonderful talent of such faithful
servants of God, as that of the sculp-
tor-priest of Urbach, that the Church

depths of barbarism, p w7 tx;m
through the alembic of @urity and
charity, and placed them on the high-
road of eternity. Arnd it was the
knowledge of those facts that drew
from the lips of the Grand Old Man
and Prime Minister of ‘England, Wil-
liam Ewart Gladsione, a few years
previous to his death, that beautiful
and well-deserved tribute, when Le
stated: “She (Catholic Church) bas
marched for fifteen hundred years

the head of civilization, and has har-
nessed to her chariot, as the horses
of a triumphal car, the chief intellec-
tual and material forces of the world;
her greatness, gloty, grandeur and
majesty have been almost, although
not' absolutely, -all that in these ro-
spects the world has had to boast of.
Her children are more numerous
than' the children of the sects com-
bined; she is every day enlarging the
boundaries of her vast empire, her
altars are raised in every clime and
her missionaries are to be found
wherever there are men to be taught
the evangel of immorality and soula
saved, And this wondrous
church, which is as old as christian-
ity and as universal as mankind, is
to-day after its twenty centuries of
age, as fresh and as vigorous and as
fruitful as on the day the Pentecostal
fires were showered upon the earth.”

A MARINE DEMONSTRATION.
Ancther case, and i#f it does not

by the brutal and barbaric at-

rank amongst the supernatural, I fail
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in full swing as it is to-day, with all
its manifold blessings in saving life
at sea, and other great benefits con-
ferred by it upon humanity, it would
not in any way account for the mys-
terions notification that Capt. Strapp
received upon the veyage. I am about
to describe, and a mystery it has re-
mained to this day, and I presume
will remain so till the end of time.

THE MESSAGE ON THE SLATE.

About 1860 Capt. Strapp in the
Eliza, left with a cargo of codfish for
thé "West Indies, and for several days
nothing of any importance occurred,
the weather being fine and there was
every indication of the good ship
Eliza making a quick run to marker
Suddenly a heavy gale sprung up,
but the Eliza was & staunch and
well-buillt vessel, nsed to buffetting
with winds, seas and. ice, and man-
aged to come through without the
loss of a sail or anything of any im-
portance, After seeing that every-
thing was all right on deck, Capt,
Strapp went below to take an hour's
well earned rest, but before doing so
he went to the slate which was on
the cabin table, and upon which he
would write down any occurence of
interest previous to entering suca ‘n
the ship’s log-book. What was his
surprise upon taking up the slate to
discover written thereon in plain, um
mistakable language: “Go immediato-
1y to latitude——longitude——a ship
is sinking condition, snd save crew.”
Capt. Strapp was astounded at what
he saw on the slat:, and immediate-
ly called the mate and asked bhim
“what wasg the meaning of this?”
The mate, a most reliable man and
thorough sailor, was thunderstruck,
and, of course, replied that he knew
nothing whatever about it, as he hal
not been in the cabin for hours. The
second mate could not read or wrlie,
nor could the steward. Capt. Strapp
began to feel somewhat uneasy, but
he rubbed the writing off the slate,
and as usual with seafaring men,
being busy, he forgot all about it in
a few minutes. A short time after
he went to the slate again and re-
ceived a great shock when he dis-
covered the same words written
thereon, orderfog him to hurry and
rush to the assistance of the ship,
giving the latitude and longitude as
before. “In the name of God I'll go”
said the Captain, and gave orders to
alter the course of the Eliza and
steer for the locaticn given on the
slate. After some hours sailing the
Hliza sighted a large ship in a sink-
ing condition, sails carried away,
boats gone and crew exhausted by
their terrible sufferings,—all provis-
jons spoiled by the salt water. Capt.
Strapp bore down on the sinking
ship, just in time, rescued the crew
and conveyed them safely to the port
to which the Eliza was bound.

THE REALLY OCCULT.

I am sorry I canuot give the full
details of the wonderful and mys-
terious occurrence which has been a
source of argument from that day to
comparatively a few years ago.
have asked Brother Strapp, but he
knows only the outlines such as I
do, and I haye ssked many old
timers, but they, while they remem-
ber the event, can add - nothing tn

the mystery. But Mr. Frederick Mar-
tin, the veteran chief engineer of the
8.8. Fiona for 8o many years, who{

possesses & most ratentive memory, | @
gimmosnut interesting hit |

creamy flavor,

candy with a delightful

Puddlngr

—custards too—have a
Dew nchnessh when pre-
pared with Carnation
Milk, Try Carna-
ti» Tapioca Pud-
ding—one of the

100 recipes,

ence to use milk

Carnation containers.
You can keep it on your

pantry shelves and
you nced fresh milk,

It is always “on

gottle—always on

cooking, for custards, for
puddings, for sauces;

Carnation Milk Products Co., Limited
Condenseries ot Aylmer and Springfisld, Ond,

~

¢ breakfast—always read
the children to drink—always
ure and safe for the baby’s

sealed in It “kee
sealed and
ized.

open it as

time”’ for

”® becausc it is
ecause it is steril-
It is absolutely pure.

Phone your grocer—he is
the Carnation Milkman.

for

Cereals
Coffee
Tea
Pudding

hand for

Use Carnation Milk for

Sauces

Gravies

Creamed Vegetables
~—all milk uses.

all, and was corroborated by his own
captain. There is not a shadow of
doubt as to the truth of this mystar-
ious occurrence, and. as I said be-
fore, it was the subject of conversa-
tion amongst sea-faring men, as well
as the public tonen.lly, for many
years after.

CORROBORATED BY THE LOG.

A few years ago  Rev. Brother
Strapp came across &n old diary of
his father’s amongst some family

% | paper in which it- was stated that the

name of the Captain of the unfortin-
ate vessel, the ctrew of which wuas
rescued, was Cummins, and the name

of Capt. Strapp’s mate was Walsh,
for many-. yuu—hh chief -officer. It

what I know myself. So there stands| W

.. | ag0, when ‘he was a lad attendlng

'asoonunnn.

Heyday of the Muskrat.

The modest muskrat has at last
obtained his proper meed of appre-
ciation. His coat, the “Hudson seal”
of commerce, has become the most
fashionable of furs, and costs just
about treble the price that it fetched
before the WaT.

For the latter fact there is an-
other reasom, viz, that the extra-
ordinary cold of winter before last
froze muliitudes of | muskrats to
death, thereby reducing very largely
the avaflable supply of thé animals.

'rn. value of the muskrat to-day
seems. .strange to many a middle-aged;
GBMM who trapped these little
nnmdl “about & querter of a century

tchool, and received from 10 to'

Some muskrats are stream-dwell-
and | make their homes in bur-
in the banks thereof. But most-

.nve in swamps, and build for
ouses of twigs and. r.-
two or three feet

use has a hole, for vn-

d mt' beneath the surface

; and in wlnter time tha 4)

peltage is not well grown until early
in the following year. Skins taken in
February and March (known to the
trade as “spring” pelts) are in hest
condition and fetch the highest prica.
About seventy skins dre required
to make one of those long and beau-
tiful coats that are so much admirod
nowddays. But the- average person
who buys a muskrat coat does - not
realize that one may be worth mere.
than twice as much as another, eveft
when the two are fashiomed ‘ﬁouy
alike. How far this is true may be
judged by the prices paid for skins
at the great annual'fur auctionin St.
‘Louis last Septembor. On that acca-
sion 552,396 muskrat peltd werd
sold in whoiesale ‘lots at $2 apliece
for umx- '.‘u". ‘3 o‘ tof n"m" ”»
$3.60 tor “spring  dark,” .$8.80.. for
Sl g, -extrd ‘large,” and $5.10 for
"spﬂu utn large and’ dark.”

Aylmer, Ont.

|

Sy

Train Movements,

A train left Spruce Book yesterday
‘st noon for Port aux Basques to clean
up the road in that section. It is ex-
pected to have the cross country ser-
vice again working inside another
couple of weeks. ¥

An express from Millertown June-
tion reached the elt.y at 2 o'clock this
T morning.

A train with passengers to connect
‘with the S.S. Olyde at Placentia, left
the. city at the usual hm this morn-
ing.
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