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to account for It It Is a simple and 
true story, and can be vouched for by 
many who are living to-day. I can 
Bern ember the vessel clearly and dis­
tinctly, but unfortunately, the mys­
tery occurred so long ago that the 
details have escaped my memory, al­
though I heard the old folks describe’ 
the event many a time, In fact It was 
a subject of general conversation. 
Probably I was live years old, and I 
remember the name of the vessel, 
which was the BUsa, owned by Cap­
tain Patrick Strapp of Harbor Main, 
father of the beloved Rev. Brother 
Strapp of St 'Bonaventures College, 
who has been for so many years the 
Idolised teacher of the pupils attend­
ing that historic and (venerable in­
stitution. I should say that the 
event occurred nearly sixty years 
ago. The Eliza was a brigantine of 
about 135 tons, and was employed in 
the prosecution of the seal and cod 
fisheries by her owner for many 
years. After she was lost Captain 

the brigantine
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Strapp purchased 
Ransom, a splendid vessel, and I was 
on hoard of her scores of times. But 
It is with the Eliza I have to do in 
my story of a supernatural occur­
ence, and if it was not supernatural, 
what was It? Wireless telegraphy 
was not thought of for forty years or 
more after the event I am about to. 
record, and even If the wireless were 
in toll swing as it is to-day, with a’.l 
its manifold blessings tn saving life 
at sea, and other great benefits con­
ferred by it upon humanity. It would 
not In any way account for the mys­
terious notification that Capt Strapp 
received upon the voyage. I am about 
to describe, and a mystery it has re­
mained to this day, and I presume 
will remain so till the end of time.

THE MESSAGE ON THE SLATE.

About 1860 Capt Strapp In the
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tacks of the Prussian hordes during 
the late war. Napoleon knew them 
well when he stated that a Prussian 
was hatched from a cannon bail.

THE CHUBCH TEIUMPHANT.
It was (and still Is) with undimin- 

ished life and vigor, the piety, zeal 
and wonderful talent of such faithful 
servants of God, as that of the sculp­
tor-priest of Urbach, that the Church 
raised the people from the- lowest 
depths of barbarism, panged theft, 
through the alemhoc of purity and 
charity, and placed them on the high­
road of eternity. And It was the 
knowledge of those facts that drew 
from the lips of the Grand Old Man 
and Prime Minister of 'England, Wll • 
11am Ewart Gladstone, a few years 
previous to his death, that beautiful 
and well-deserved tribute, when be 
stated: “She (Catholic Church) bas 
marched for fifteen hundred years 
\(since the days of Constantine) at 
the head of civilization, and has hsf- 
neesed to her chariot, as the horses 
of a triumphal car, the chief Intellec­
tual and material forces of the world; 
her greatness, glory, grandeur and 
majesty have been almost, although 
not absolutely, all that In these re­
spects the world has had to boast of. 
Her children are more numerous 
than the children of the sects com­
bined; she is every day enlarging the 
boundaries of her vast empire, her 
altars are raised In every clime and 
her missionaries are to be found 
wherever there are men to be taught 
the evangel of Immorality and souls 

I to be saved. And this wondrous 
church, which is as old as Christian­
ity and as universal as mankind, is 
to-day after its twenty centuries of 
age, as fresh and as vigorous and as 
fruitful as on the day the Pentecostal 
fires were showered upon the earth.”

A MARINE DEMONSTRATION.
Another case, and tf It does not 

rank amongst the supernatural, I fall

Ute Carnation Milk for
Cereals Sauces
Coffee Gravies
Tea Creamed Veget;
Pudding —all milk uses.

Ing scripture subjects, on tho 
iipal front of the High Altar; and 
the sculptured pulpit, which was 
treat ornament of the church, was j 
; his chisel. The artist-curate ' 
i have been, also to matters spir- ' 
L one of the greatest men of his 
I The body measured, from the 
p of the head to the sole of the 
seven feet eleven Inches, Rhenish 

lure. The feet nearly covered by 
fassock, rested on a folio volume 
zrchment—the first leaf of which 
layed the title: “Chronlcon Saec- 
XV* To the educated or tlliter- 
mlnd alike the above must con- 
■ that human agency had nothing 
lever to do with the miracle re-' 
pd above, and it proves con- 
ively that the circumstances may 
attributed to the supernatural, 
jyet there are many Who would

Carnation Milk Products Co., Limited - Aylmer, Ont.
Cenitnstriet at Aylmer and SfrintfiM, Ont.

y believe In spirits, Christian 
ce, crystal gazing, mediums, etc., 
Ithstanding the most indisput- 
proof as recorded by those who 
hesed it a little over seventy 
n ago, when tho discovery was 
Rafter the coffin had remained 
R for over nine hundred years, 

an example of the sculptors,
■ etc., who lived and worked In 
Hndle Ages, designated by some
■ dark ages— the sculptors of
■ would -be unable to repair the 
Kof those of the Middle Ages,
■ less plan, erect and beautify 
E grand works of art, such as 
|a Cathedral and other historic 
bents of ecclesiastical architec- 
Bnanv of them levelled to tho
■ by the brutal and barbaric at-

modern

MÏMÉI tie. Is
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a few minutes. A short time after 
he went to the slate again and re­
ceived a great shock when he dis­
covered the same words written
thereon, ordering him to hurry and 
rush to the assistance of the _ ship, 
giving the latitude and longitude as 
before. “In the name of God III go" 
said the Captain, and gave orders to 
alter the course of the Eliza and 
steer for the location given on the 
slate. After some hours sailing the 
Eliza sighted a large ship In a sink­
ing condition, sails carried a wav, 
boats gone and crew exhausted by 
their terrible sufferings,—all provis­
ions spoiled- by the salt water. Capt. 
Strapp bore down on the sinking 
ship, just In time, rescued the crew 
and conveyed them safely to the port 
to which the Eliza was bound.

THE REALLY OCCULT.
I am sorry I cannot give the fell 

details of the wonderful and mys­
terious occurrence which has been a 
source of argument from that day to 
comparatively a few years ago. t 
have asked Brother Strapp, but he 
knows only the outlines such as 1 
do, and I We asked many old 
timers, bat they, while they remem­
ber the event, can add nothing to 
what I know myself. So there stands 
the mystery. But Mr. Frederick Mar­
tin, the veteran chief engineer of the 
S.S. Fiona for so many years, who 
possesses a most retentive memory, 
has given me a most interesting btt 
of Information, Which, to 
least, only toUnstflea the 
Mr. Martin remembers tl 
rence distinctly, and has informed me 
that when the mate ot the abandoned 
ship was brought on board the Elisa

VANGELINE

Train Movements. \Heyday of the Muskrat.all, and was corroborated by bis own 
captain. There is not a shadow of 
doubt as to the truth of this myster­
ious occurrence, and. as I said be­
fore, it was the subject of conversa­
tion amongst sea-faring men, as well 
as the public generally, for many 
years after.

CORROBORATED BY THE LOG.
A few years ago Rev. Brother 

Strapp came across an old diary of 
hit father’s amongst some family 
paper in which it was stated that the 
name of the Captain of the unfortnn- 

the crew of which was

peltage Is not well grown until early 
In tho following year. Skins taken In 
February and March (known to the 
trade aa “spring" pelts) are in best 
condition and fetch the highest pries.

About seventy skins are required 
to make one of those long and beau­
tiful coats that are so much admired 
nowadays. But the average pereon 
who buys a muskrat coat doee not 
realise that one may be worth mere 
than twice aa much as another, even 
when the two are fashioned eflaelly 
alike. How far this Is true may be 
Judged by the prices paid for skins 
at the great annual fur auction» la St. 
Louis last September. On that «ces­
sion 562,386 muskrat pelts were 
sold in wholesale lots at 32 apiece 
for “fair skins, 33-05 for "springs.” 
33.60 for “spring dark,” 38.90 for 
"spring, extra large,” and 35.10 for 
“spring extra laFge . and dark.”

The modest muskrat has at last 
obtained his proper meed of appre­
ciation. His coat, the “Hudson seal” 
of commerce, has become the most 
fashionable of furs, and costs just 
about treble the price that it fetched 
before the wy.

For the latter fact there is an­
other reason, viz., that the extra­
ordinary' cold of winter before last 
froze multitudes ot muskrats to 
death, thereby reducing very largely 
the available supply of the animals.

The value of the muskrat to-day 
seems strange to many a middle-aged 
Canadian who trapped these tittle 
animals, about a quarter of a century 
ago, when he was a lad attending 
high school, and received from 10 to' 
25 cents a skin.

Some muskrats are stream-dwell­
ers, and make their homes in bur­
rows In the banks thereof. But most­
ly they live in swamps, and build for 
themselves houses of twigs and re­
fuse vegetation two or three feet 
high. The house has a hole, for en­
trance and exit, beneath the surface 
of the water; and lu winter time the 
occupants make their way out under - 
the Ice to look for water-lily roots, 
mollusks or other food..

In the winter before last, however, 
the ico over many marsh areas froze 
right down to the tfetom, so that the 
poor rodents, unable to get food, 
starved to death.

A muskrat is nearly as big as a 
fair-sized cat. It “molts” in sum-

A train left Spruce Book yesterday 
at noon for Port aux Basques to clean 
up the road In that section. It is ex­
pected to have the cross country ser­
vice again working inside another 
couple of weeks.

An express from Mlllertown June- 
tlon reached the city at 2 o’clock this 
morning.

A train with passengers to connect 
with the S.S. Clyde at Placentia, left 
the city at the usual hour this morn­
ing.

ance.

ate vessel, 
rescued, was Cummins, and the name 
of Capt Strapp's mate was Walsh, 
tor many year#- hie chief officer. It 
was also stated that Capt Strapp 
was considerably injured by falling 
from aloft—having bis teeth knock­
ed out, and he went to fix It whilst his 
crew were conveying the shipwreck­
ed mariners on board the Eliza. It 
it wag not performed by supernatural 
agency, how was It dope! As cer­
tain ns I hold this pen In my hand no
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he gaud round in.a dased condition, 
and informed Capt. Strapp that as ho 
became exhausted be dreemed that 
be and bis comrades were rescued by 
the very ship Eliza, after be nail 
written a message on the elate In her 
cabin. Capt. Strapp was astounded 
and going over to the table, 
took up the slate and asked the mate 
if that was hi» writing? The mate 
was no less surprised than Capt. 
Strapp, and unhesitatingly replisd 
that it was Ms own hand-writing,
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