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Onthe MORISGN MEMORIALS
His Excellency Exonerates Mr. 

Morison, but Expresses Dis­
approval ot Ministers Being 
Directors ot New and (Specu­
lative companies.

i {.'OVER NOR'S LETTER EXONERAT- 
- IX V MR. UOJUSON.

.1
Government House.

St. John's. Nfld.,
27th June, 1912.

i^iv,—I have the honour to inform 
| you that I am now in a position to ac­
quaint you with my decision in respect- 

! to certain charges made against you 
| hy, Mr. W. F. t’oaker reflecting upon 
certain actions of yours and protest­
ing against your retention’ among my 
Ministers.

The fact that Mr. Coaker in his first 
Memorial desired that his communica­
tion should be sent to the Secretary of 
State made it, in my opinion, expedi- 

: ent that I should inform Mr. Harcourt 
of all the circumstances and of my 
views thereon before giving publicity- 
to my decision.

As you will see by the enclosed 
despatch the Secretary of State is not 
prepared to express any opinion on 
matters which deal with questions 
primarily concerning the Government 
and Legislature of the Colony and with 
this view I concur.

It therefore remains for me to give 
my decision oil 'the charges made 
against you which in brief is that I 
acquit you of all dishonour in respect 
to the matters laid before me and that 
I am still prepared to extend to. you 
my confidence as one of my responsi­
ble advisers.

All the points are, I think, dealt 
with in my despatch to the Secretary 
of State a copy of which is attached 
hereto.

But although I have been able with 
pleasure to retain you among my Min­
isters and tq exonerate you in respect 
to Mr. Coaker's charges I would not 
have it believed that the participation 
by Ministers of tfle Crown in large 
speculative Undertakings within the 
Colony meets; with my approval. I re­
cognise considerable difficulty, and 
have so stated in my despatch to the 
Secretary of State, in Ministers pre-' 
serving that aloofness which is almost 
invariable in. England, but I regard it 
as essential to good government that 
they should make every effort to do so 
as long as it does not directly and rha- 
terially interfere with thé'harrying out 
•of their ordinary professional or trade 
avocations.

Ministers o^the Crown should in toy 
opinion when entering office ■ disassoci­
ate themselves as far as possible from 
active participation in such undertak­
ings and that they should refrain from 
engaging in new ones during their term 
Of office. The inclusion of the names 
of Ministers on the Directorate of or in 
dose connection with new and specu­
lative Companies operating in the-Col­
ony is both inexpedient and undesir-. 
able and to this principle. I trust I may 
have youy adhesion.
, Inasmuch as Mr. Coaker’s Memorials 

and the * questions dealt with therein 
have obtained great local publicity, I 
have decided to make public the whole 
of the correspondence, as well as this 
letter to yourself, and 1 have no doubt 
that this will be in accordance with 
your wishes.

I have the honour to be, 
i i Sir,

Your obedient servant.
(Sgd.) RALPH WILLIAMS. 

Jhe Honourable
Donald Morison,

&c., &c., &c.

GOVERNOR’S LETTER 'TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE.

Coaker to the effect that, consequent 
upon certain proceedings, details of 
which have been sent to me and are 
new forwarded to you, the Honourable 
Donald Morison. the Minister of Jus­
tice of this Colony, should not be per­
mitted by me to continue any longer a 
member of my Executive Council.

I conceive that it is. under ordinary 
ciicumstanees the duty of a res-ponsi- 
bl Governor to come to a decision on 
a point of this kind without previously 
Seeking the views of the Secretary of 
State, and I should have so acted in 
this case had not the last paragraph 
o" Mr. Coaker's letter of the 30th 
March invoked the authority of the 
Secretary of State a fact which I can­
not ignore. I propose, therefore, not 
to seek to evade my responsibilities or 
to shirk coming to a decision but to 
piece before you all the facts, to give 
you my definite views thereon, and to 
inform you of the action which I pro­
pose to take subject always of course 
to your overruling authority.

Mr. Coaker is, as he states, President 
of the Fishermen's Protective Union, 
bin- 1 have no knowledge that he has 
any authority for his claim to repre­
sent them in this matter or that their 
views have been- taken thereon, so that 
it must be accepted that the protest is 
one from Mr. Coaker personally. Mr. 

Coaker is also the Editor of a paper 
called "The Fishermen’s Advocate." 
The Right Honourable

1-ewis Harcourt. M.P..
&c. &c. &c.

NEWFOUNDLAND,
No. 32.

Government House,
St. John’s, Nfld.,

6th May, 1912. 
Sir,—I have the honour to enclose a 

number of papers dealing with a repre­
sentation made to me by Mr. W. F.

Mr. Coaker has sent me two protests, 
the first in request to certain Labrador 
timber licenses, and the second (sent 
subsequent to an interview with mei 
in request to a property known as the 
Orange Bay property.

Jt isrannecêssary for me to epitomise 
the documents, as they, are simple and 
clear, setting forth thhl a certain Com­
pany known as the Anglo Development 
Company, of which Mr. Morison was an 
original incorporator obtained timber 
lice uses in resi>eet to an area in La­
brador amounting to thirteen thousand 
eight hundred and fifty three square 
miles and that Mr. Morison was pecun­
iarily interested therein. It is also.im­
plied that Air. .Morison’improperly used 
his position as a member of Council to 
influence his colleagues in granting 
these licenses, or that, at best, he re­
mained passive and failed to safeguard 
public interests that certain legislation 
v as put through in the year 1911 for 
the purj>ose of enabling the Company 
to extend the time for survey jn the in­
terests of Mr. Morison so as to prevent 
the license becoming forfeited by non­
payment of rent; in respect to all 
which actions it is implied that Mr. 
Morison rendered himself unfit to re­
main a member of my Government.

With regard to the Orange Bay prop­
erty a more serious charge is made, 
namely, that Mr. Morison advised his 
c lient Mr. Strong that he might get a 
good deal of timber from Crown Lands 
adjacent to the licensed contrary to 
law, or, to put it briefly, that Mr. Alori- 
son as Attorney General advised Mr. 
St long that there was nothing to pre­
vent him from stealing timber from 
Crown property adjacent to his own 
limits. x_

Dealing first with the question of the 
vast area licensed-it is contended by 
the letters of both Mr. Morison and Sir 
Edward Morris that there was nothing 
unusual in this procedure, that they 
would have been similiarly licensed to 

! almdst any responsible Applicant, that 
| the assumed value of the areàs is ficti­

tious, inasmuch as a very small pro­
portion of suçb areas ever prove to be 
timber bearing and that under no" cir­
cumstances are the public debarred 
flora entering upon properties so licen­
sed either for settlement or otherwise 
or from obtaining All necesary timber 
foi purpose, other than sale, for the 
necessities of settlement.

It is right that 1 should here state 
that my Prime Minister, Sir Edward 
Morris, has not only in this case but 
frequently contended to me that this 
system of Jiicensingproperties has been 
shown to be the only way in which the 
attention of outside investors can be 
drawn to the timber resources of La-

Beadj-to-Wear HATS
Reduced Half Price

WHY ? Frankly, because we would rather dispose of the few that remain 
and take a profit loss than carry them along—allow them to become “ Oldish ” 
a,nd be forced to take a greater loss later on. This is not a sale,

IT IS PRACTICALLY A GIFT.-*!
Our space is too limited to 

allow mentioning the numerous 
BARGAINS in'the

Shirt Bargains 
for Men.

Handkerchief
Section,

but the following will serve to 
illustrate the remarkable savings 
you may make : _

Cream Zephyr Shirts, soft and 
cool, buttoned points, all 
with detachable collars— CAa 
a special lot................. . Oüu.

Pleated Shirts,

Î Hemstitched Lawn for 15 cts. just suitable to wear without a 
vest. , They ought to^ sell at
$t.oo. Poorer goods CQa 
have sold at that, price. Uvv.
They are offered at the lew price 
of 69c. and are the best value in 
the city.

Fancy
Madras Shirts,

dainty stripes,- a whole big 
counter full, put on sale EjQç

6 Hemstitched Lawn for 20 cts.
6 Hemstitched Lawn for 25 cts. 
Initial and Embroidered, 7c. each

LACE
CURTAINS.

The balance of this Job Lot 
advertised last month, 2 3-4 yards 
long, all cheap at $1.00 Cflp 
pey pair ..... .. .

Men’s Knitted Scarves and Wide Ends, 10 cents.
Men's Panel Berty Scarves, value 35c., 20 cents

HPWe sell always with a view to sell you again, and therefore, anything you buy roust satisfy you.

Marshall Bros

But AWe to Work the Second Day
Mr. v. Thorpe, of Saskatoon, Sask., 

was saved much valuable time and a 
great deal of suffering by Douglas’ 
Egyptian Liniment. He says :

“ While haying last week, a hay fork 
ran through my foot. I applied Douglas’ 
Egyptian Liniment freely as soon as 
possible and kept a bandage wet with 
the liniment over the wound. On the 
second day I was able to work again 
and was surprised' how quickly the 
wound healed.

"Last summer I -s«ffer$4 greatly 
from boils, having as many as 14 at 
one timé. On the advice of a friend 
I tried your liniment. The boils dis­

appeared as If by magic, aind I have 
had none since. Your liniment is ab­
solutely the finest thing of the kind I 
have ever Used.’’

It is- really surprising how quickly 
and cleanly a wound heals when it is 
treated with Douglas’ Egyptian Lini­
ment. Boils, pimples, ringworms, 
barber’s itch and all1-skin affections 
of this kind (disappear before it like 
magic, as do spavins, curbs, splints and 
similar troubles in horses.

Get a bottle from your druggist and 
k&ep it handy. 25c. at all dialers. 
Free sample on request Douglas & 
Co., Napanee, Out. 44

brador and so attract, British and for­
eign capital, that licensees can get into 
touch with capitalists elsewhere in a 
way that is impossible to any Govern­
ment, that the areas licensed are no 
indication '* of the resources really 
granted, inasmuch as so great a pro­
portion is unprofitable as a timber 
country, that by the introduction of 
capital a more permanent settlement 
by the public on the lands will be en­
couraged Arid that it is far better to 
pursue this course than to leave this 
vast territory neglected and unused 
without any prospect of development 
from any quarter whatever.

He has also stated that the great ma­
jority of these are allowed by their 
holders to lapse and are relicensed 
and ailorired to lapse again and again. 
while the Government derive pecun­
iary benefit from the rents actually 
paid by licensees while trying to dis­
pose of the interests which they have 
acquired. But whether the Govern­
ment system be a good system or the 
reverse no personal blame attaches to 
Mr. Morison in " respect to it. It is 
well understood and must stand er 
fall on its merits and should not pre­
judice the present question, which 
really is whether Mr. Morison took 
advantage of a system for which he 
was not personally responsible to ac­
quire for himself and his 'collègues 
certain interests, using his own in­
fluence as a member of the Govern­
ment to obtain them.

The question of course further 
arises of whether as a member of the 
Government he acted properly in ob­
taining any rights at all and whether 
he ought not to have declined to be 
mixed up in the matter on the 
grounds of Ministerial office. On this 
point Mr. Morison expresses himself 
very fully in his replies and I do not 
propose to deal with it here exçéPt to 
say that there is much force in his 
showings of the practice of previous 
Ministers.

Taking Mr. Coaker’s statements in 
detail I am personally satisfied that 
Mr. Morison did not use his Influence 
as a Minister to obtain the licenses 
and that they would have been eq­
ually granted had Mr. Morlsoh not 
been either the Solicitor for the Com­
pany or a shareholder in it. -I am' 
satisfied that the change in legisla­
tion was a boqa fide change in the In­
terests of Goveriiment and was not 
made in the interests of ^ilr. Morison's j ${{

Company, the best proof being that 
the Company have not sought to avail 
themselves of it. I am also satisfied 
that the extension of time for the pay­
ment of rent would have been grant­
ed under similiar circumstances to 
any applicant and was in no sense 
granted to the Company because of 
its connection with Mr. Morison.

There is just one further point 
which does not appear in Mr. Coaker's 
letters but which has been published 
in “The Evening Telegram" a copy of 
which is attached to these papers.

It, alludes to the prospectus which 
is a part of enclosure B2 attached to 
Mr. Coaker’s letter to me of the 30th 
of March, wherein the words are used 
"Besides this “there seems to be rea-

be“never is enforced and would not 
“in this case.”

You will see that I requested an 
explanation of this from Mr. Morison, 
and it is abundantly clear that firstly 
he did not prepare the prospectus, and 
that if he had he would have been 
simply stating the invariable pro­
cedure. The insertion in the news­
papers of capital letters to the final 
words of the quoted paragraph is 
clearly meant to convey that Mr. 
Morison had “squared” the Crown 
I-ands Department. This is refuted, 
firstly by the fact that he did not pre 
pare the prospectus and secondly that 
even if he had he would only have 
been stating the usual, practice 

But although this explanation satis-

the Crown Lands Department is quite 
^without foundation.' it does open a 
Question as to a point which needs 

.;clearing up.
The Crown Lands Act of 1903, Sec­

tion 25, sub-section (1), page 9, dis­
tinctly provides that a saw ’mill must 
be erected within a given time. So 
far as I am able to learn no, power 
exists authorising the Government of 
the Crown Lands Department to fore­
go this provision ; and yet it is fore­
gone repeatedly, almost universally, 
op fhe grounds that it is unworkable 
and would result in the practical 
abandonment of nearly all areas. (

What the position of the Govern­
ment is under such circumstance?, or 

“how far the title to the licensee and 
•tlfe rights held under it are affected 
by this abstention from enforcement 
ot the requirements of the law. I am 
not in a position to say. It is clear 
that if the provision is - unworkable 
the law should be altered on the first 
possible opportunity.

Passing to the question of the Or­
ange Bay property and the advice giv­
en to Mr. Strong by Mr. Morison. that 
"there is nothing to prevent him froi 
“getting a good deal of timber from 
“the adjoining Crown Lands" I con­
fess that I was somewhat staggered 
by this paragraph. It does most clear­
ly advise Mr. Strong to' cut trees di­
rectly contrary to lav* that is to say 
to take and use (and presumably to 
sell) timber belonging to the Govern­
ment

Had Mr. Morison been unable to ex­
plain this satisfactorily and had the 
implication of the newspaper \jieen 
sustained I should, without doubt, 
have held him tcT be an unfit person 
to hold office amongst my Ministers. 
You will see that his explanation is 
a plain statement that he forgot the 
sectiof) and was under the impression 
that timber on adjacent Crown Lands 
might he cut by the neighbouring 
licensee but could not be purchased.

That is a very simple statement and 
It resolves itself into a question of be­
lief.

Is Mr. Morison to be believed, or is 
he not? Personally, I believe he is 
speaking the absolute truth and that, 
strange as it may seem on the part of 
an undouhtably capable lawyer hold­
ing high office, he did forget it. To 
think otherwise would 'not only be to 
brand him as a rogue but also as a 
fool, for to deliberately place his hon­
our and credit in the hands of another 
persoh by advising him in wrjfing to 
steal (for there would be no other 
word for it) the property of his neigh­
bour would be the act of a tool. One 
can conceive confederates planning 
some su,ch scheme in privacy and even 
possibly of trying to carry it out, hut 
to suppose that a lawyer of high 
standing, a former Judge who resign­
ed his seat to re-enter politics, and 
who is at this moment the choice of 
his fellow barristers as the President 
of the Law Society of Newfoundland 
and has always led an honourable 
life, would deliberately connive at 
such a monstrous piece of rascality 
is to me an impossibility. I have 
therefore no hesitation in entirely ac­
cepting Mr. Morison’s statement and 
in Holding him blameless of dishon­
our in respect of this advice.

The whole matter thus resolves it­
self into the question of whether Mr. 
Morison’s connection with the Com­
pany and his continuous actions in re­
spect to it' render it undesirable that 
he should remain a member of my 
Council.

1 think I may take it for granted 
that, judged "by" the standard of the 
British Cabinet, a member eo judged 
would feel himself called upon to re­
sign his post and I might go even 
further and say that I can hardly im­
agine a similiar case arising because 
the traditions and practice of the 
House of Commons are opposed to it. 
but it is widely different here and it 
must not be supposed that that dif­
ference spring from corruption.

Every single man in Si. John's or 
of the Outports who can possibly take 
part in public life has to make his liv­
ing by his profession or his trade. 
The area of his work is comparative­
ly limited and it Is difficult for him 
to find anything which will not 'Over 
and over again bring him into contact 
with the Government and Govern­
ment interests.

It therefore becomes extremely 
difficult for any public map entering 
politics to preserve that' aloofness 
which so easy in England. The eases

Where Are

-FOR-

"sonable assurance that the require- 1 fies me that the implication that Mr.- 
"ments for the erection of a saw mill I Morison used his position to influence

f^DON’T THINK THEY ARE CHEAP BECAUSE 
THE PRICE IS.

i ,
Dutch Cream Cheese, 35c. tin. 
Baked Beans, 3’s, 12c. tin, 

3 tins for 33c.
Sliced L. C. Peaches.
Sliced Pine Apple.
Prepared Chicken, 1-lb. tins. 
Gilbert’s Lye, 11c. tin.
Green Peas, in tins, 10c 
Lime Juice, Imperial quart 

bottle, 40c.
Lemon Squash, quart bottle,

2& cents.

Irish Stew, in tins. 3 ... ,
Whole Chicken, in aspic. 
Cooked Corn Beef, retail, 25 

cents lb.

Camp Coffee. ' - ; -
New York Corned Beef, 13 

cents lb.
Spare Ribs, 10c. |b.
Boneless Jowls.
Bologna Sausages.
Boiled Ham.

Try a round trip on

S. S. PORTIA,
St. John's to Bbfine Bay and 
return, calling at 30 intermedi­
ate ports;-or •

S.S. Prospero,
St. John's to Battle Harbour 
and return, calling at 40 inter­
mediate ports.

These ideal sea trips occupy 
from 10 to 12 days, and can be 
had for the remarkably low 
figure ot ,,

$18.50.*
N.B.—S. S. Portia calls at 

Sydney, C.B., on trip leaving St. 
John's July 19th.

Limited.
Coastal Mail Service.

Cape Race Report
Special to Evening Telegram:

(’APE RACE,'To-Day. ; ; : 
Wind W. X. W„ fresh, weather aie7 

the steamers Bratsburg, ■ City -of • Sy­
dney and Beothic, passed .west yester­
day; schr. Gay Gordon and S.«S.- 
Manchester Commerce west this h.m* 
Two Icebergs are in sight, "one S. -W.V 
the other east, about nine-Hrifefe. liar:, 
29.65. Ther. 56. -

V ;, .; y\. '' '
MINARD’S LINIMENT is the only 

Liniment asked for at my store- And 
the only one we keep for sale.

All the people use it.
HARI.IN FULTON. 

Pleasant Bay, C. B. .

Here and There.
Stafford’s Liniment for. sale by Mr. 

Codner, Henry Street—-june20,t£

League Football, St George’s Field, 
7 o’clock this evening, Casuals vs. 
Feildlans.

Just received by GEORGE KNOW- 
LING, and for sale at his, ugual low 
prices, Bananas, Pines, Cucumbers, 
and Cabbage—june28,li

quoted by Mr. Morison show this very 
clearly.

The question of the development of 
the country is one which attracts a 
large number of business men and I 
have in my mind as I write some of 
our most honourable and successful 
merchants who, while holding their 
seats in the Councils of the country 
are largely connected with under­
takings in respect to which it might 
be said that they could use their in­
fluence to bias the Government.

With a very thorough knowledge of 
the country and with I hope a fairly 
general understanding of the coridi- 
tionsrof political life In Newfoundland 
arid with, too, an intimate personal 
knowledge of Mr. Morison whom I be 
lieve to be a roan of honour and In­
tegrity, although perhaps a little in­
discreet in.this instance-in not more 
clearly dissociating himself from the 
active operations of his Company 
believe that I shall be doing right in 
retaining Mr. Morison on my Council 
and in continuing to extend my con­
fidence to him and I trust that you 
will conQrnn me in this view. :

One more point must be alluded to.
Mr. Morison in his first letter has 

given reasons for Mr. Coaker’s has 
tility to himself and to the Govern­
ment to which he belongs. T h e 
statements of fact made by Mr. Mori­
son are correcC but I have not 
thought it. necessary to consider that 
aspect of the case and have accepted 
Mr. Coaker’s protests as- those which 
any ordinary citizen is entitled to 
make to the Governor of the Colony 
and to ask fpr a ruling thereon.

It will be-expedient that the corres­
pondence on this àubject be made of­
ficially nptilic and I will ask yoUt 
leave to include in such publication a 
copy pf this ,despatch and of your re­
ply thereto.

I have, &c„
(Sgd.) RALPH WILLIAMS. 

POLICE COURT. _ a drunk who 
wag before the coîurt for the sixth 
time was fined $5 or 14 days. In the 
(’entrai District Court several civil ! gr. 
casés were heard.

Electric Restorer tor Men
Phosphonol restores.every nerve in the body 
S" .... to its proper tension ; restores 
«Sin and vitality. Premature decay and all sexual 
weakness averted at once. Phosphonol; will
”akeFi/a°iUi ?ew Pric*Jn box. or two lot 

M’iled_to anv address. Tho Soohell ProfSt. Catharine*. Out

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT"— The Rev 
Mother Superior of St. Michael’s Con­
vent, Belyidere, gratefully acknow­
ledges receipt of thé sunt of $6.3.44 
(one third of net proceeds of cricket 
match) per Mr. P. J. Myler. '"!‘"

Dr. de Van’s Ffenwrte PtHr
A reliable French regulator mover tails. These 

b-la are exceedingly powerful in regulating the 
generative portidn o! the female system. Refuse 
all cheap-imitations. Dr, do Tan’s are sold at

fines, Ont*

THEY ARE COMING. — Another 
shipment by express of Ladles’ one- 
piece Linen Dresses and two-piece 
Net Suits. WIJH arrive to-day at DE. 
VINK’S- ‘The BIrit Hitntie,” 
Street.—june28„H

----- O—( ••
Aik yen Drgggiit (or

SERRAVAH.0’8 TONIS
-- (K*rk »»4 Iron Wine). -

- cm.> : .
ANAEMIA, CHLOROSIS, DEBILITY. 

Delightful Taste.

dog ÏISH PEST. - At Placentia 
Bay dog fish are so numerous-’ t ^aF'S 
and 6 skiff loads of thetp httye b»n 
ta.ken out of traps. In'? oSriceptfi'n 
and Trinity Bays they are also plen­
tiful and now bankers report them to 
be numerous on the Grand B^nks. 
They are th,er? .in myriads, eat the 
bait off the li^plfg and are a source of 

f loee and annoyance Ho fljlhir-
mey -- ' ' » . :

MAI
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. I

To amount acknowledged
Dr. Scully . . .....................
Wm. Frew............
Jordan Milley . .. . ; ..
F. W. Bradshaw...............
J. J. Mullaly.........................
Sympathizer ........................
Employees Furness Withy 

Co., per J. McGrath Pres|
dent L.S.P.U.....................

James Haw..........................
Ay re & Sons.............
Campbell, McKay k -Co. . 
Kent & McGrath’ ...
Star of the Sea Association 
Charles F. Karnopp . .
Hon. Donald Morison . . .
J. B: Mitchell .... _
E. H. & G. Davey ....
Geo. W. B. Ay re, LL.B. .. 
Charles H. Emerson
A. S. Reudell & Co............
John Fenelon.........................
J. W. Withers.....................
W. H. Rennie......................
Martin Hardware Co. ..
J. W. Grant...........................
Wm. R. Howley .. .. u-. ..
James Stott...........................
Hayward & Co. .....................
A Friend.................................
John Clous ton......................
E. J. Horwood . . . . .. ,
The Royal Stores . .. ,
W: T Power I A.’Books; t-1
W. J. Edgar ...............
John Ad rain....................
John M. Devine 
V. S. Portrait Co.
Mark Chaplin 
James C. Baird 
Wm. Cloustco 
Thos. O'Neil 
Frank Connors .
A Friend . :
A. E. Canning . .
Chesle.v Woods..................
A Friend...........................
Henry J. Stabb & Co...
Peter O’Mara....................
Stephen Butler............... ....
McCarthy Bros...................
W. A. B. Sclater...............
Jas. Sclater .. .... ... ..
F. McNamara.............. ..
Garrett Byrne..................
William-Campbell .. ..
F. J-. Doyle . . .. . ------
Horwood Lumber Co... 7. 
Smith Co., Ltd.......................

Stafford's Liniment for sale 
C. Ryan, Theatre Hill.—june20|
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All must go. Particu;

J. M. DEVI!


