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CHAPTER VL
SUBTLE PLAYING.
(Concluded.)
N hour later the dining-room
door opened and the old man
came out with his daughter on

‘his arm. In silence they passed into

\ _ 'the gallery, Harold as silently follow-

ing

“= With a wave of his white hand Sir
Falbot motioned to the long line of
pictures and fixed his eye on her face.

- With silent regard she stood look-
fug at them, her face set in an im-
passwe calm as if covered by a mask,
-# The three stood for a few moments
without a word, -then Sir Talbot drew
ﬁ'cr on and they entered the smail
gallery With his eyes still - fixed op
her face, he led he up to the portrait
of Lady Woodleigh.

. And as they stood, it seemed as if
his eyes would penetrate to the bottom
d her soul.

* Calm and composed she looked
ﬂown the line and at last ‘reach the
portrait, ‘Not a mascle of the set face
relaxed.

White and agitated, Sir Talbot
pointed to the beautiful face Jocking
“down upon them,

¢ Lilian, Lilian!" he cried, broken
ly. “Do you not see ? Look, whose
face is that, child?’

' For a moment it seemed as if an
"ezpression of perplexity crossed her
face ; then she turned her head and
covered her eyes with her hand.

1t was a subtle piece of acting! A
‘word would have spoiled it, for no
"Iriﬁcml tone, however skillful, could
‘have counterfeited the loving anguish

a daughrer’s voice nor deceived the

d man, But that attitude of poignant

ef and filial tenderness was convinc-

Seralhot _turned, with a mute

eral dehil

wtlon ct‘-

gesture to Harold. » 0 stoud venind,
his eyes fixed on her.

¢ Harold, she recognizes it! Yes,
{ Lilian it is your mother I’

With a heavy sigh she turned and
looked at the picture; then, as if
obeying a sudden -impulse, she glided
from him and slowly closed the panels
and shut the portrait out of sight, and,
turning, held out her hand.

Sir Talbot drew the key from ‘11<
pocket and held it out to her without
a word.

Without a word she looked the
panels and put the key in the bosom
of her dress; and as Sir Talbut turn-
ed away, to hide the tears that sprang
to his eyes, she drew a long breath of
relief. Mastering his emotion, Sir
Talbot put his hand on her arm.

< Cone,’ he said, ¢ let us go into the
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deawing room.  The first night of the
new life must not be sad. Remem-
ber, we have left the past behind us;
before us lies a happy future — for
you, atleast, please Heaven ! Harold,
let them light the hall and. the corri-
dors! I want pienty of light and life
about; and I will have it; too, present-
ly! We must show you, Lilian, what
Woodleigh Hall can do in the way of
gayety. Did Harold tell you about
the ball?’ and he looked with a smile
from one to the other,

Lilian - shook her head, as Harold
remained silent.
« “Tat, tut! said Sir Talbot, ¢ that
was remiss.  Well, he had quite a
gathering of the clans, in honor of the
future Woodleigh. ~The old place
shook again; and so it shall agaiu!
And be looked at her with a proud
smile, as, erect as an émpress, and
graceful as a lily, she leaned upon his
arm, - * What does one do, when one
finds a treasure, but proclaim it to
one’s friends? « Ay, and the whole,
would I

As he spoke, they cntered the draw—
ing room,

Su' “Talbot stood |oolung tound, and
his eyes rested on the piano:

‘Can yau play? Can you piay, Har-
old? he asked, eagerly, ‘and- sins"

. sarbed aﬂmlratfon, nodded emphati—

oallys:: 0y :
‘And such grace, too!  Let thosej
newfangled- radicals  say what ‘they
will, blood will show itself! Did you
see- how she recoxnized her mother,
Harold? !
Harold nodded.

‘She is right, she is right,’ murmur-
ed the old man. ‘She shall never be
unlocked again! Let the past bury
itgelf! Ah, Harold, it seems au too
good to be real, and I am only -half
persuaded that I do not dream! After
all these years, too! Look at her,
Harold.’

Harold was looking with 'all. his
eyes. The old man was silent for a
moment; then he said meditatively:
‘You must tell me- everything —
scme day; to-night, and for some time’
to come, she herself will be sufficient
for me. Think, Harold, that beauti-
ful creature is my daughter!’

Harold turned and seemed about
to speak. He was going to say: ‘And
was to be my wife!” but checked him-
self as the first chords of music rang
through the room.

Sir Talbot listened with bent head,
as if every note were too precious to
be lost, and wondering admiration
and love shone in his eyes. Presently
he sank into a. chair, and was wrap-
ped in his new joy, and,Harold noise-

| 1¢ssly crossed the room and stood be-

side the piano.

As if unconscious of his nearness
| she played on with the touch and ex-
pression of an artist. Suddenly she
looked up and met the ardent look of
admiration bent upon her from Har-
old’'s eyes.

For a moment her hands faltered
and she slipped a note; then, as if ir
defiance of her embarrassment, she
played a few chords and began -‘ic
sing.

Every born actress and musiciar
needs only cultivation, and that cul
tivation Hilda Fane had received.

Astonished and delighted Sir Talbo:
rose and stood, indeed, like a mar
in a dream; his eyes filled with tears
hic hands clasping and unclasping
nervously. Suddenly, however, sh¢
stopped, as if she had rememberec
something and, rising, stopped the
eager words of praise and gratifica
tion with a smile.

‘I am too tired to sing!’ she said
and went toward the window, througt
which the moon was shining.

Harold followed and . opened
casement.

‘Will that be too much for you? he
said.

With a gesture in the negative she

the

i stepped out. -

‘A shawl; put something over you!
said Sir Talbot, as anxiously as if she
were some fragile flower freshl)
guthered from the hothouse.

With a laugh, low-voiced and musi-
cal—the first they had heard— she
took one of the coverings from the
chairs, a dainty piece of Venetiar
lace, and drew it round her shoulders

‘Take care you do not catch cold!
said Sir Talbot, anxiously.

‘I never take cold,’ she she said
quietly.

Harold came out and stood. beside
her, his stalwart figure throwing ¢
huge shadow upon the softly gleaming
terrace, and together fhey stood sil-
ently looking at the night.

Presently Harcold, glancing at he:
saw that the impromptu shawl  had
slipped from the shoulders. With a
respectful, almost reverential touch
he drew it closer round her.

‘An English night is beautiful, but
treacherous,” he said.

‘It is beautiful for certain,’ she said
with a little inclination of her head
by way of thanks. ‘How strange il
seems!’

‘Yes? he said; then, in a low voice,
he added: ‘I did not exaggerate whern
I tried to describe what your recep-
tion would be?

‘No,” she replied,
avoiding his eyes.

‘Poor old man!’ said Harold. ‘I can
understand his joy, and I share it.’

She glanced at him with a swift
question in her eyes.

‘May I, to-night, express the hope
that lies very near ‘my heart, Lilian?

—

in a low voice,
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‘What is it? she-asked.
‘That you ‘may be ‘as happy as he
wishes you may be!’ . /

She turned her head so that the
shadow of one of the shrubs fell
‘across ‘it ‘and hid it.

‘You are very kind,” she said, cold-
ly; ‘more than kind-—you are gener-
ous.’

‘Generous?’ he echoed.

‘Yes,” she said, turning another
swift glance upon him. ‘Until I came
you reigned supreme, alone in Sir
Talbot’'s—my father’s heart. I am an
interloper!’

‘You forget,” he said, in a low voice,
‘that I was but a usurper. I yield
now to you, the rightful queen, and
I give place most willingly, most joy-
fully!’

She looked at him reflectingly.

‘Are you not Sir Talbot’s heir? she
asked; looking at him. ‘I am so ig-
norant of such matters.”

Harold smiled.

‘1 am heir to the title and a very
small part of the estate,” he replied;
‘but a few fields. The remainder
yvour father’s wealth—and it is vast—
is entirely his own to dispose of as he
will.

She looked at him in silence for a
moment.

‘And supposing,’ she said at last
speaking slowly and thoughtfully,
‘supposing I had died, or had remain-
ed undiscovered, you would have in-
herited all this weplth.’

Harold turned and
gaze, :

‘Who can tell? he said, lightly.

‘I can,’ she said calmly. ‘It would
have been yours! Yes, you are gen-
erous.”

‘So genexous,éhejsald with a smile
that was tenibly marnest, ‘so gener:
yus that B Waould deem it the happiest
moment of my life if T could now, and
1€I‘€ lay at '¥our feet what remains to
me.’

As he.spoke-he moyved unconscious-
ly a step nearer to ther.

With ‘a sudden flash of
¢yes she turned away.

‘Le us go in," she said.

To be coﬁ;tin‘ued.
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‘Both,” said Harold, his eyes fixed
on the eaniﬂte face.

The old man, with a stately air,
bent toward her.
- “‘If you are not tired, will you make
|cme music for us?

Wlth a smile; She’ sat down at the

and plow drew off ‘her- gloves.
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