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tbeir religious ancestors had ever 
been Oatholio at all. It ie easy to 
aee why the Church has been of 
slower growth in Scotland, the scan­
ty remnant of the Faithful there, 
while suffering the same penalties for 
their recusancy as their brethren in 
the south, had to struggle against a 
force of prejudice, comparatively 
greater, by reason of the wider gulf 
which lay between the beliefs of the 
opposing parties.

The Catholics of Scotland, at the 
present day, are made up of three 
constituent elements. There are the 
Highlander*, theUkiwlaadeis and 
the Scoto-Irish ; each group has its 

"own characteristics, and each must 
be considered apart in estimating 
the quality of the Catholicity exhib­
ited by the classes that compose it. 
With regard to the first of these ele­
ments, we may roughly specify as 
Highlanders the people inhabiting 
the western isles, and the midland, 
north-western and western counties 
of the mainland lying between the 
Grampians and the Moray Firth. Of 
Celtic race* they have dung with 
laudable tenacity to their ancient 
language, traditions and customs 
from generation to generation, and 
more praiseworthy still,'have main­
tained in their remote islands and 
seduded glens the practice of the 
Ancient Faith, with a stubborn per- 
sistenoe that has been nnconquer- 
able. Consequently, we find to this 
day, whole districts and entire is­
lands in Scotland where Catholicity 
Is the only religion to be met with, 
while across the Atlantic, thousands 
of the same race whoso forefathers 
generously chose exile rather than 
apostasy, perpetuate the like charac­
teristics in Nova Scotia and New­
foundland.

It is evident, at first glance, that 
sueh a people must be deeply reli­
gious. Persecution, indeed, induced 
a certain reticence with regard to 
outward demonstration of the faith 
roAed deeply in their hearts, and 
symptoms of it still appear in the 
conduct of most Highlanders whose 
lot is oast among Protestants. There 
is a shrinking from the mention of 

' holy things bCfore-nol^ lie vers, hence.

only in spiritual things, but. even in - 
many of the everyday affairs of life f 
which even remotely concern his i 
interest, his will is obeyed with i 
child-like docility. Examples will < 
show this better that pages of I 
description. The writer knows one < 
Highland priest who has often £ 
driven from the public house, on a i 
Saturday night, the too indulgent ; 
members of his flock, and that with i 
a liberal use of bis "pastoral staff;” < 
nor was he ever gainsaid. Again | 
it is still customary in some parishes , 
for the priests to call to the altar , 
rati# on Sunday, jor publie repïi , 
maud, th^-noterions detleqtteets of , 
the week past. It is doubtful whe­
ther such a survival of the discipline \ 
of the Early Church could be found , 
in any other European country, , 
except perhaps, in some of the more j 
secluded parishes of the kindred , 
race in Ireland. ,

It is not astonishing, therefore, - 
that the temporal interests of the 
priest should be regarded as the 
proper objaot of hie people's care. 
That it is so is shown by the fact 
that in the country districts the 
rougher part of the farm work is 
accomplished for him by his parish­
ioners gratuitously. Should he need 
any carting done, he announces 
from thraltar the different days 
upon which he desires the various 
farmers and crofters to assist; the 
whole parish again, will assemble 
.to out peat for fuel on the appointed 
"priest's moss-day;” and so with 
other nutters of a like nature. 
Brought up in such principles, the 
young Highlander regards the 
pries.’s interests es his own, and ie 
not likely to be wanting when his 
help is needed in things that affect 
religion more directly. Ie there to 
be a special feast day—some procès- 
sion of the Blessed Sacrament for in 
stance—the priest simply announces 
that help will be needed and scores 
of willing hands are at his iervice. 
The writer can never forget an 
occasion of the kind in which he was 
privileged to take part, and in 
which the cheerful readiness with 
which the young men of the glen
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