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Tbe still smaller. For instance, in the 
parish of Cignancourt there are 121,- 
000 souls and to minister to their 
spiritual needs one church and two 
chapels, neither of which is very 
large. It is evident that if any con­
siderable proportion of the population 
came to church, these buildings would 
soon be found inadequate.

There are rural districts in which 
the case is quite as bad, and the non 
religions area is much larger than is 
supposed even by many Frenchmen 
and is spreading. In all the country 
around Paris—in Touraine, Çham- 
pagne. Burgundy and several regions 
of the south the practical Catholics 
are the exception and the others are 
the rule. And those others are not 
only indifferent; they are often hos­
tile, and of late years they have be- 
come more and more so. Among the 
workmen of the towns and the peas­
ants of those regions there is a gen­
eral distrust and hatred of the priest, 
though not always of the particular 
priest they happen to know. The fa­
vorite amusement of more than one 
Mayor and petty village tyrant con­
sists in worrying “his priest from the 
beginning of January to the end of

; December.

Irreligious Men
That such centres and regions 

should send aati-lerical Deputies to 
Parliament is quite natural and logi­
cal. When in a village the Sunday 
congregation is composed of eight or 
ten women without a single male wor- 
shiper, and in election time two-thirds 
of the votes cast go to the govern­
ment candidate, we cannot say that 
this is the result of electoral pressure 
or corruption. The minority does 
not even represent Catholics, but mod­
erates who are for peace and order.

It is more difficult to understand 
the vote of some other provinces. Nor 
mandy, for instance, votes for the 
most part against the government, yet 
although things are better there than 
in the last mentioned countries, the 
male worshippers cannot be said to be 
in a majority; but there is a strong 
conservative currant in that province

Inconsistency of Believers

But what is much more difficult to 
explain is that some regions where 
nearly all people of either sex go to

of the old than of the new order; but, 
in fact, the Church in France occu- 
pied a prominent place in the old or-- 
dee; it must be swept away with it. . 
This is how even the peasants who go 
to Mass vote against the priest's 
candidate. ... Democracy, flushed with 
the pride of her triumph, is one of 
the chief causes of anti-clericalism in 
France. A different formation of the 
elergy might have averted some of the 
evils it has inflicted: but our past be­
ing what it is-and we cannot change 
it now-it was impossible to prevent 
them completely.”

France also suffers religiously from 
a trouble commor. at this time to all 
countries -excessive industrialism de 
generating into materialism.

Special to France, perhaps is the 
excess to which the direct propagan- 
da of irreligion is carried by the 
press and the schoolmaster.

We cannot find, however, in the Ab- 
be’s article one word of explanan- 
tion of the practical Catholics who 
received so coldly the urgent counsel 
of Pope Leo XIII to stop dreaming 
of monarchial restoration and to
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A Fearful Case. 9 The Abbe Hermeline, in a new and 
illuminating way, discusses in the cur­
rent American Catholic Quarterly 
"The Religion Situation in France.” 
He is a priest, a resident of Paris, and 
evidently a fair and dispassionate com­
mentator on current events. If he is 
right,—and he surely has better 
chances of being informed than any 
Catholic on this side of the water-we 
must once for all dismiss from our 
minds the idea that France is a really 
Catholic country.

We quote his description of existing 
conditions:,

If to be baptized in the Catholic 
Church is to be a Catholic, then France 
is a Catholic nation. The Protestants 
and Jews, although a power in the 
land, are few. Among the others the 
numbers of the unbaptized, in spite 
of a steady increase in the large towns 
is still very small. Those who are 
married or buried without the rites of

THORNHILL, Ont., Nov. 29, 1899.
For five years Ihad been suffering from falling 

sickness and my case was a bad one. Doctors 
did not do me a particle of good, but Pastor Koe- 
mig’s Nerve Canic cured me atonce of that dread- 
ful disease. [I de first bottle convinced me that it 
would do all you claim for it. I used to have as 
many as seven fits a day, would fall just where I 
Stoodand sometimes cut my face soseverely that 
myown folks would hardly know the. I had such a headache and pains in my body that I often 
wished I were dead. I could not get work from 
anyone on account of my sickn < but now I am 
able to defull day’s work. My comrades that used to non me are friends again, and I am as 
well as I ever was, and have only Pastor Koe- 
nig’s Nerve Tonic to thank for my health. 1 am 
willing to answer all enquiries or letters con- 
cerning this great remedy, and urge those simi- 
harly afflicted to try it and receive its benefits.

BERT HOFF.
rnrr A Valuable Book on Nervous Diseases 

and a Sample bottle to any address.
ALL Poor patients also, get the medicine 

free. Prepared by the REV. FATHER 
KOENIG, of Fort Wayne, Ind., since 1876, and 
now by the

KOENIG MED. CO., CHICAGO, ILL.
Sold by Druggists at $1.00 per bottle, 6 for $5.00. 

Agents in Canada.:— The LYMAN BROS. & CO., 
LTD., TORONTO; THE WINGATE CHEMICAL 
Co., LTD., MONTREAL
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Recently renovated throughout.
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the different opinions existing among
Catholics as 
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to how far its provis- 
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DENTISTS.
wers minimised, and finally the strong 
and bold action of Pope Pius X, in 
refusing to palliate robbery and smile 
on dissimulation. “In a decisive 
crisis,” comments the Abbe, ‘‘a 
strong and bold action is often?he 
most prudent course. It spread dis- 
may among ours allies, the Mfodera-” 
tes; but it spread dismay among 
adversaries too,” Ie says furth

"Even if the government came to 3 
some compromise and altered the law 
so as to make it acceptable to the 
Pope, the ground would be shifted, 
the conflict would not be so fierce, 
but the struggle.would go on, be-

the Church are more numerous, but 
form on the whole an insignificant 
minority. The great bulk of the 
French nation receive the Sacraments 
of Baptism, the Eucharist at least 
once (on the day of First Commu- 
nion), are married before the priest 
and have the prayers of the Church 
at their burial, and probably a con- 
siderable majority of them receive tbe 
Sacraments before dying.

How is it, then, that these men send 
to the Chambers of Deputies members 
who are bent upon destroying the 
Church and her Sacraments? If we are 
to judge of a people by its elected 
representatives, France is far from 
being a Catholic nation. Not only is 
the majority bitterly anti-clerical, 
which is, in fact, synonymous with 
anti-religious, but in the Opposition 
itself there are many members whom 
the Catholics have voted for, though 
they are not Catholics, but only 
Liberals, ready to concede liberty to a 
creed in which they do not believe 
and to a Church whose beneficial in­
fluence they appreciate, while not 
deeming it of Divine origin.
Few Practical Catholics Among Deputies.

Of course, electoral corruption ac- 
counts for some elections; but it can­
not account for all. In some parts 
there has been no corruption; in many 
the large majorities could not be ob- 
tained by corruption. It cannot ac­
count for the fact that the true prac­
tical Catholics are few in number 
among the Deputies. To find out a 
more complete explanation, we must 

!study the present attitude of the 
: French mind toward religion.

In many cases the religious prac- 
tices that subsist are mere formalism, 
rites that have to be perf rimed be- 
cause they are traditional that are 
gone through sometimes reluctantly, 
as a concession to social conventions, 
sometimes with a fond attachment to 
them, because of the halo time and 
habit have surrounded them with, 
and because they are family rites. But 
these people, who are married and 
buried with the ceremonies of the 
Church, do they or did they believe? 
This is the crucial question. Certainly 
there are some of them who do not 
believe. Atheists are married in church 
to please their bride; some of the most 
violent antagonists of Catholicism 
have been carried before the altar af 
ter their death. Even the Last Sacra- 

! ments are often received because “it 
Ilooks so much better for the family."
Rites, not faith.

|But God only knows who has faith 
'and who has not. There are ro sta- 
tistics of believers and unbelievers. 
If we are to gauge the depth of 
French Catholicism we must find some 
outward sign of the inmost disp si- 
tions of the soul. It seems to me that 
the best sign is the usual attendance 
at church on Sundays.

I I know very well that practice is
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Catholicism has to g
FRANK T MULLINJOHN M ELMORE fight, but against a state of mind". 

created and fostered by many power-" 
ful influences.”

He gives a larger membership to 
Freemasonry in France than we have 
yet seen allowed, says The Pilot, of a 
Boston, though the figures are still 
inconsiderable beside the total popu- 
lation; but he says the Freemasons 
are surrounded by dense multitudes. 
In other words, the majority of ?he 
population is against the Church. 
Continues the Abbe: ‘We have to 
teach that majority that we have 
equal rights with them This is 
where we stand; the position will ap- 
pear more and more clearly as the 
withdrawal of State aid separates 
the faithful from the rest."

Elmore & Mullin
Wholesale Grocers,

Produce and Commission Merchants. 
Potatoes, Butter, Egga, Cheese.

TEA A SPECIALTY.

Dry and Pickled Fish.

21 - 22 South Wharf,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Tel. 1101.

and heavy wood (cut and 
lengths) at $1.00 per load

Send post card or call at

stove

Mass and to Communion at Easter 
elect only anti-religious members. Loc- 
al interests which have a liking for 
the stronger side, together with a dis 
trust of the political action of the 
priest, offer the most plausible ex­
planation.

To sum up, there are large regions 
and populous centres where religion 
cannot be said to exist (except in the 
form of some dead ceremonies) out- 
side small groups of population, and 
where a spirit of bitter anti-clerical 
ism is prevalent. There are also large 
regions where the priest is still re- 
spected and influential, where religion i 
is practiced by a not inconsiderable , 
body, but where the abstainers are at 1 
least as numerous. And there are 
some parts of Brittany, Flanders, the| 

central mountains and the Alps where 
nearly the whole of the population is| 
practically Catholic. 1 say "some 
parts," for even the best provinces 

ihave black spots, and Brittany itself 
has its good number of Freethinkers.*

On the whole, the practical Catho- 
lies are certainly a minority amongst 
the mon. and perhaps amongst the 
womer., too. It is impossible to give 
figures, even approximate figures: but 
we may say that this minority, very 
weak in some parts, if taken alto- 
gether, is still pretty strong and has 
given those proofs, of its vitality 
which I mentioned before and whose 
splendor created the delusion of a 
Catholic Flic Therefore it should 
be able to make itself respected.

But, says the devout American 
Catholic, so much the worse. It is a 
shrieking scandal that the majority 
of the nation still claim the Catholic 
name and want at least to die with 
the rites of the Church, while they 
live as virtual apostates and open 
abettors of persecution.

Why, however, does not the minor- 
ity, a large and respectable body of 
Catholics who have done the wonder- 
ful works for religion enumerated in 
the opening of the Abbe’s article, 
make themselves felt in the political 
affairs of tbe nation? Why has the 
decline of faith among the larger por- 
tion of their countrymen paralyzed 
their activities? The Albbe cites the 
frequently expressed opinion of Eng­
lish and American priests that it 
comes from the special formation of 
the French clergy, and - he grants 
that, in consequence of their educa- 
tron, they have kept too much aloof
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EIRE INSURANCE AGENCIES.
Loans Negotiated

on Real Estate.
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Winter Stock
of Shoes.

We are busy showing our stock of 
Shoes for Winter For Men and Wo­
men Try a pair Satisfaction guaran­
teed All Leathe . All Shapes.

Call and see our fine assortment.

NOTIIING BUT THE TRUTH.

Buncum —My physician tells me 1 
am working too hard.

Marks — The M. D. evidently knows 
his business.

Buncum—Why do you think so
Marks—I have been comparing notes 

with a few of our mutual friends and 
I find you have worked 19 pretty 
hard.— Detroit Tribune.JAMES V. RUSSELL, 

677-679 Main Street

Branches 84 Brusse Is - 397 Main Street.

PARK HOTEL,
45. 47 and 49 KING SQUARE,

The most pleasantly situated Hotel in 
the City, directly facing King Square, 
recently Remodelled and Refurnished 
throughout, and now has, among other up 
to-date improvements an ELECTRIC PASS- 
ENGER ELEVATOR to all floors. For luxury, 
comfort and views second to no other 
ouse in the city.

THE GREAT WEST.

Announcement is made today of the 
appointment of Mr. G. Wetmore Mer-, 
ritt as managegist St. John for New 
Brunswick and P.E. Island of the 
Great West LifeAssurance Company. 
Mr. Merritt has made for himself a 
reputation as one of the keenest and 
and most energetic men in the insny-, 
ance business in St. John and it de a 
safe prediction that he will pushorthe. 
Great West with a vigor that willlye., 
it increased business. The Compith 
bas had a records year and the results 
achieved will enable Mr. Merritt"to 
present many interesting facts "to 
prospective patrons.—Globe.’

CHAS. DAMERY, PROPRIETOR

SYNOPSIS OF CANADIAN
NORTHWEST

HOMESTEAD REGULATIONS, oi
Any even numbered section of Dom- 

inion Lands in Manitoba, Saskatche- 
wan and Alberta, excepting 8 and 26,

anners. Badges,
Pins, uttons

For Religious Societies, Fraternal 
Organisations, Social Entertain- 
mente, etc.

Sacred Heart Pins, Charms and 
Badges, Religious Photo Buttons, 
Souvenirs for First Holy Com- 
munion.

not reserved, may be homesteaded 
any person who is the sole head a 
lamily, or any male over 18 years 
age, to the extent of one-quarter 1

by 
a

ANTI-CATHOLIC. LECTURE.
There appeared recently in the Even- 

ing Star of Franklin, Ind., the follow- 
ing advertisement

Lecture-Friday evening. November 
9. at 8 o’clock, in Maccabee Hall, by 
Mrs. C. Leader. Subject. '''Conver­
sion from Roman Catholic Church and 
How Saved from Nunnery.” Silver col- 
lection.

Every day for a week this adver 
tisement appeared, and the Mrs. 
Leader appeared also. The following 
lines from the Evening Star of No­
vember 10 tells what happent:

An audience of two ass n ' 1.-1 I st 
might to hear the leet
at Maconbee hall. Th |.. tes lot 
given The lecturer said this was the

o-
‘ion of 160 acres, more or less.

Entry must he made personally at the 
local land office for the district in which 
the land is situate.

The homesteader is required to per- 
form the conditions connected there- 
with under one of the following plans:

(1) At least six months' residence 
upon and cultivation of the land in 
each year for three years,

(1) If the lather (or mother, if the 
father is deceased) of the homesteader 
resides upon a farm in the vicinity of 
the land entered for the requirements 
as to residence may be satisfied by 
such “person residing with the father 
or mother.

(8) If the settler” has his permanent 
residence upon farming land owned by 
him in the vicinity of his homestead, 
the requirements ae to residence may 
be satisfied by residence upon the said 
Six months” notice in writing should 

be given to the Commissioner of Do- 
minion Lands at Ottawa of intention 
to apply for patent.
* W. W. CORY,

Deputy of the Minister of the Interior.
K. B.—Unautherised publication • 

the advertisement will not be paid

Desty as and Estimates given upon not always coterminous with faith
that some people go to church with 
nothing but a vague and indetermin- 
ate faith in a God; that more people, 
keeping their faith alive in the re­
cesses of their hearts, do not go to 
church out of fear or negligence. Yet, 
on the whole, and failing a better 
sign, I think attendance at Mass —

application. Write for Catalogue.

T. P. TANSEY,
Manufacturer Association Supplies, 

14 Drumond St. Montreal.

.and Easter Communion, too—a fairly 
lur New Term good barometer of Catholic life in 0 S France.

Began Judging from that standpoint, there
6 are vast differences between one part

Wednesday, Jan. 2nd. of France and another. In nearly all 
the industrial towns there are great 

We thank the public for the liberal masses of population that seem im- 
patronage enjoyed throughout the permeable to religion. They never go 
year now closing, and are determined to church, unless it be for a wedding 
to be still more deserving of confid- or a funeral. Nobody has obtained 
sacs. , for Paris the same religious statistics

Catalogues free to any address. as Mr. Charles Booth compiled for
cS. KERR London; but, from what I hear I
1 5 & CON should say that not one-tenth of the
,910 A 019, population goes to church; and if we
Ot-d/ Odd.,„„consider only the quarters inhabited 
e=o=- Fellows’ Hall, by woek-people, the proportion would

Hom the people of their time.

An Anti-Christiaa Democracy.

But that explains only a little
first time she had ever met with a 
failure of this kind.of

the difficulty. The whole intellectual 
life of the French nation suffers from 
the evil heritage of the eighteenth 
century philosophers, and thus a 
formidable obstacle is created to the 
Influence of religion on the intellect- 
wad class. Then Democracy in France 
has been anti-Christian, and wants to 
sweep away all that belonged to the 
old order. “The Church, of course,” 
says the Abbe, ‘ia itself is not more

THE DIFFERENCE,

Mike—Kin yez tell we phwat’s th’ 
difference betwane hun or an’ wit, 
Pat?

Pat—Well, it’s loike th’ difference 
betwane whin yure woife tickles ye 
undher th’ chin wid astraw from th’ 
broom an’ whin she hits ye over tY 
head width’ handle av ut.— Judge.

F


