September 2 1 1901

CHURCH IDECADENCE.

Dr. Taimage Denies the Accuracy
of Church Statistics.

>

MORE CHURCHES THAN BEFORE

Churches Are Frequently Cleared of Their
Audiences by the Attempt to Trans-
plant the Modes of the Past Inte
the Present—— The Trouble Lays in the
Theological Semimaries.

Sept. 15.—~Most en-
couraging to all Christian workers
is this iscourse of Dr. Talmage
while denying the accuracy of sta-
tistigs which represent Sunday audi-
ences as. diminishing; text, Hebrews
x, ““Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together.”’
Startling statements have been
made in many of the pulpits and in
some of the religious newspapers. It
is heard over and over again that
church attendance in America is in
decadence I deny the statements
by presenting some hard facts No
one will dispute the fact that there
are more churches in America than
ever before, one denomination aver-
aging two new u..nu,u every day
the year. The law of demand
supply is inexorable in the
ydom of God in the
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might just as well throw the fur-
fiaces out of our 1 basements
and substitute the foot stoves which
our grandmothers carry
with them to mee and throw
out our organs and our cornets, and
take the old fashioned tuning fork,
Striking it on the knee and then lift-
ing it to the ear to catch the pitch
of the hymn, ht as well
throw out our m ms and
modern pulpits and substitute the
wineglass pulpit up which the min-
ister used to climb to dizzy
height of Mont solitariness
and then go in out of sight and shut
the door after him When you can
get the great masses of the people
to take passage from Albany to
Buffalo in stage-coach or (nm..\lbtmt
in preference to the lightning ex-
press  train which does it in four
hours;, then you can get the great
masses of the people to go to a
church half a century behind the
time
The trouble begins away back in
the theological seminaries It is
a shame that larger provision is not
made for ministers of religion, for
the sick and the aged and the in-
firm who have worn -themiselves out
in the service of God. We have na-
val asylumhs and soldiers’ asylums
for men who fought on land and sea
for our country when these men
bhave become aged or crippled, and
it is a shame that larger provision
is not made for the good soldiers
of Jesus Christ who have worn
themselves out in battling for the
Lord. But lack of provision in that
respect makes a tendency to turn
oug theological seminaries into hos-
pitals for sick and aged and infirm
ministers. When a man begins to
go down, they give him the title of
D. D. by way of resuscitation. If
that fails, then the tendency is to
elect him to a professorate in some
_theological seminary. There are
grand exceptions to the rule, but it
is often the case that the profes-
sorate in & theological seminary is
occupied by some minister of the
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gospel who, not being able to
preach, is set to teach others how
to preach In more cases than one
the poorest speaker in the faculty is
the professor of elocution We 'want
more wide awake, more ablebodied,
ableminded men, more enthusiastic
meén in our theological seminaries
and in the professorates—men like
Addison Alexander, who could dur-
ing the week teach men the theory
of preaching and then on Sunday go
into the pulpit and with the thun-
der and lightning of Christian elo-
quence show them how. What would
You think of a faculty of unsuccess-
ful merchants to train voung mer-
chants or a faculty of unsuccessful
lawyers to train young lawyers? It
is often the case that theological
seminaries cut’ a man and clip him
and square him and mold him and
bore him and twist him until all the
individual gone out of him and
he is only a poor copy of a man who
was elected to a professorate be-
cause he could not preach, We
want less deadwood in the theologi-
cal seminaries and more flaming
evangels. I declare that a man who
cannot preach himself cannot teach
others how to préach.

Young ministers are told they must
preach Christ and him crucified. Yes,
but not as an abstraction. Many a
minister has preached Christ and him
crucified in such a way that he
preached an audience of five hundred
down to two hundred, and from two
hundred to one hundred, and from
one gundred to fifty, and from fifty
to twenty, and on down until there
was little left save the sexton, who
was paid to stay. until the service
was over and lock up. There is a
great deal of cant about Christ and
him crucified. It is not Christ and
him crucified as an abstraction, but
as an omnipotent sympathy applied
to all the wants and woes of our im-
mortal nature — a Christ who will
belp us in every domestic, social,
financial, political, national struggle
—a Christ for the parlor, a Christ
for the nursery, a Christ for the
kitchen, a Christ for the barn, a
Christ for the strect, a Christ for
the store, a Christ for the banking
house, a Christ for the factory, a
Christ for the congressional assem-
bly, a Christ for the courtroom, a
Christ for every trial and every
emergency and every perturbation.

Ah, my friends, churches will be
largely attended just in proportion
as we ministers can meet their
wants, meet their sufferings, meet
their bereavements and meet their
svmpathies, If there is a church with
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the depot that has 500 loaves will

has 10,000 loaves will

throngs, throngs, throngs.
Oh, my brethren in the Christian

them a good stout lift, and we can
do it. We have it all our own way.
It is a great pity if, with the floor
clear and no interruption, we can-
not during the course of an Hour
get our hymn or our prayer or our
sermon under such momentum we
can, by the help of God, lift the peo-
ple, body, mind and soul, clear out
of their sins, temptations and
troubles.

I thinlk that ministerial laziness of-
ten empties the church of auditors.

+ went home with a chill,

' really

Hearers, who are intelligent through :

reading newspapers and by active as-
sociation in business circles, will not
on the Sabbath sit and listen to

platitudes. Hearers will not come to

sefmon$é which have in them no
portant faects, no information,
stirring power, no adaptation,
fire. The pew will not listen to

im-
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the
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pulpit unless the pulpit knows more .

than the pew. Ministerial laziness has
cleared out many churches. Still min-
istérs saunter around from parlor to
parior under
visitation and go gadding
through the village or the city

errands of complete nothingness and

the name of pastoral |
about | 5, ot want the church,
on .

wrap their brains around a cigar and *

smoke them up, and thén on Satur-
day afternoon put a few crude
thoughts together and on
morning wonder that the theme
Christ and him crucified does

of
not
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bring a large audience, and on Mon- !

day sit down and write jeremiads for
the religious newspapers about the
decadence of church attendance,
People will not go to church mere-
ly as a matter of duty. There will

!know our
. horse

not next Sabbath be a thousand peo- |

who will get up in
the morning and say: ‘“The DBible
says I must go to church. It is my
duty to go to church, therefore I
will go to church.”” The vast multi-

ple in any city

. Conquest,

i ed that

tude of people who go to church go |

to church because they like it, and
the multitude of people who stay
away from church stay away because

they do not like it. I am not speak- !

ing about the way the world ought
to be, I.am speaking about the way
the world is. Taking things as they
are, we
force of the church mightier than the
centrifugal.

We must make our churches
nets to draw the people thereunto,
so that a man will feel uneasy if he
does not go.to church, saying: - |

{ Lut Moses surprised them.

must make the centripetal |

mag- ,

wish I had gone this morning. ¥ i

wonder if I can’t dress yet and get
there in time. It is 11 o’clock; now
they are singing. It is half past 11;
now they are preaching. I wonder
when the folks will be home to tell
us what was said, what has been go-
ing on.” When the impression is con-
firmed ‘that our churches, by archi-
tecture, by music, by sociality and
by sermon, shall be made the most
attractive places on earth, tlen we
will want twice as many churches as
we have now, twice as large, and
then they will not half accommodate
the people.

I say to the young men who are en-
tering the ministry, we must put on
more force, more energy and into our
religious services more vivaeity if
we want the people to come. You
look into a church court of ahy de-
nomination of Christians. First you

you will find the men of large com-
mon sense and earnest look. The ed-
ucation of their minds, the piety of
their hearts, ‘the holiness of their
lives, qualify them for their work.
Then you will find in every church
court of every denomination a group
of men who utterly amaze you with
the fact that such semi-imbecility
can get any pulpits to® preach in!
Those are the men who give forlorn
statistics about church decadence.
Frogs never croak in running water;
always in stagnant. But I can say
to all Christian workers, to all Sun-
day school teachers, to all evangel-
ists, to all ministers of the gospel,
if we want our Sunday schools and
our prayer meetings and our churches
to gather the people we must freshen
up. The simple fact is, the people
are tired of the humdrum of religion-
ists. Religious humdrum is the worst
of all humdrum, You say over and
over again, “Come to Jesus,” until
the phrase means absolutely nothing.
Why do you not tell them a story
which will make them come to
Jesus in five minutes?

You say that all Sunday school
teachers and all evangelists and all
ministers must bring their illustra-
tions from the Bible. Christ did not
when he preached. The most .of the
Bible was written before Christ's
time, but where did he get his illus-
trations? He drew them from the lil-
ies, from the ravens, from salt, from
a candle, from a bushel, from long
faced hypocrites, from gnats, from
from moths, from large pgates
and small gates, from a camel, from
the needle’s eye, from yeast in the
dough of bread, from a mustard seed,
from a fishing net, from debtors and
creditors. That is the reason multi~
tudes followed Christ. His illustra-
tions were so easy and understand-
able. Therefore, my brother Christian
worker, if you and 1 find two illus-
trations for a religious subject and
the one is a Bible illustration and
the other is outside the Bible I will
take the latter, because I want to
be like the Master.

O Christlan workers, we have got
to freshen up. What is the use of our

going back in the Christian classics
to find an illustration of the victor-
fous Christian deathbed when my
personal friend, Alfred Cookman, a
few years ago went away in as im-
perial grandeur as did Edward Pay-
son? Is it any less an llluﬂ.nﬂon to
me and to you because I met him a
few weeks before in front of Trimity
church, DBroadway, and I uld
“Cookman, you loohullmm
working too hard?’’ Where in all the
classics is there such a story as t5a2
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What is the use of going away off
to get an illustration whea in a
house on Third avenue, Brookiyn, I
saw g woman dying, and she said,
““Mr. Talmage, heaven used to be
to ‘e a great way off, but it now is
just at the foot of the bed?’ What
is the use of your going away of to
get illustrations of a  victorious
deathbed, when all Wales was filled
with the story of the dying
experience of Frances Vidley
Havergal? She got her feet
wet  standing on the ground
preaching temperance and the gos-
pel to a group of boys and men,
and conges-
in, and they told her she
was very dangerously sick. *I
thought so,”” she said, “but it is
too good to be true that I am

Doctor, do you really think
I am going?”’ ‘‘Yes.” ‘“‘To-day?"
“Probably.”” She said, ‘‘Beautiful,
splendid, to be so near the gate of
heaven.”” Then after a spasm of
pain she nest!ed down in the pil-
lows and said, 'l'hero now, it is all
over—blessed rest,’” Then she tried
to sing, and she sirock one glad
note, high note of praise to
Christ, but could sing only one
word, ‘““He,”” and then all was still.
She finished it in heaven.

It is high time that the church of
God stopped writing apologies for
the church. let the men who -are
on the outside, who despise religion,
write the apologies. If any people
they need
not have it. It is a free country. If
any man does not want the gospel,
he need not have it. It is a free
couptry, But you go out, O people
of God, and give the gospel to the
millions of America who do want
it! It is high time te stop skirm-
ishing and bring on a general en-
gagement. I want to live to see the
Armageddon, all the armies of hea-
ven and hell in battle array, for 1
conqueror on the white
Lét the
be devoted to noth-
this

tion set

going.

will gain the day.
church of God
ing els, but go right on to

When Moses with his army was
trying to conquer the Ethiopians,
profane history says, it was expect-
he would go in' a round-
about way and come by the banks
of the river, as other armies had
done, because the straight route
was infested with snakes, and ne
army and no man had dared to go
across thid serpent infested region.
He sent
his men out to gather up ibises. The
ibis is a bird celebrated for serpent
slaying, and these ibises were gath-
ered into crates and into baskets,
and they were carried at the head
of the army of Moses, and, coming
up to the- serpent infested region,
the crates were opened, and the
ibises  flew forth. and the way was
cleared, und the army of Moses
marched right on and came so un-
expectedly on the FKthiopians that
they flew in wild dismay. O church
of God, you are not to march in a
roundabout way, but go straight
forward, depending upon winged in-
fluences to clear the way. Hosts of
the living God, march on, march on?
Church attendance, large now, is go-
ing to be larger yet. The sky is
brightening in every direction. I am
glad for the boy and girl five years
old. I think they may see the mil-
lennium. The wheel of Christian
progress has never made one revolu-
tion backward. The world moves,
the kingdom advances. All nations
will vet salute the standards of
Priree I'nmanuel. To him bte glory
in tie church throughout all ages!
Amen,
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Dr. W. F. Pratt, of Ottawa, is dead.
Forty mounted police will go t'mm|
Calgary to ac¢t as an escort for the
Duke of Cornwall in Viectoria and
Vancouver,

Mr. Brown's defeat in New Waest- !
minster has caused a crisis in British
Columbia politics, and Premier Duns-
muir may resign. l

i ¥ N

Rev. D. C. Sanderson, of Smith's’
Falls, has been suspended until Con-
ference deals with his alleged unbe-
coming conduct at Syracuse, N. Y. '

PR

R. E. Truax, M. P. P, has been re- !
nominiated by the Liberals of South
Bruce, and B. Cannon, the Opposition
nominee, has retired from the con-
test.

—_————
ARMY BALLOONS FOR RUSSIA.

London, Sept. 19.—~The Odessa corre-
spondent of the Times says the result
of the deliberations of military and
naval officers at Sebastopol will be the
introduction of the military balloon on
a large scale. Experiments under a !
military aeronaut are now going on at
Sebastopol.

— e
ONTARIO'S SWEEP IN FRUIT.

Later advices from Buffalo n’how‘
that the victory of Ontario in the first
competition for medals offered by the
American Pomological Society was
even better than at first reportod.
Forty entries were received in all, the
competition being open tojall America. !
The Ontario Fruit Experiment Sta- |
tions' exhibit won the silver medal
for the best exhibit o( any sooiety '

rganization. Mr. Albert Pay, of
St. Ocuutmn. and Mr. Murray Pet-
tit, of Winona, won silver medals for
the best collection by lny individual, |
and Mr. W. M. Orr, of Fruitland, a
bronse midal for his collection. This
exhausted the miedals awarded, On- |
hwuﬁu them all, while the u-
bibits from the various States re-'
ceived only «mw mention.”

Swl THAT TS

FAC-SIMILE ~
SIGNATURE

INFANIS T (HILDREN

Promotes Digestion.Cheerful- || A
ness and Rest.Contains neither |3 ;
IS ON THE

n,Morphine nor Mineral.
WRAPPER

oT NARCOTIC.
OF EVERY

Megpe of 223 Dr SOTZLPITEER

Anperfect Remedy for Consti
no‘:\dSour Slochh D.arrtnaw
Worms Convulsions, Feverish-
arss and LOSS OF SLEEP.

-—.

)us:g _Signature of
NEW YORK.

Aftb months «v)l‘kl

.}S\D()\l s -13')(! NIS

W\.npclphmw-ly. I
is not sald ia dulk Doa't allow sayone to sel.
uy‘lhxn‘ else on the plea.or promise that it
ln ‘just as good” snd “will answer every par
poss” AW Bee thlynpt C-A-B-T-O-I-I-A.
The f30-

ARICOCELE AND STRICTURE
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to be a permanent and positive cure for Varicocele and Stnclure withom.
cutting, stretching or loss of time. In Varicocele it absorbs the or
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eto., while in all prostatic troubles it is the treatment par excellence.
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Association with your name and address plainly
written, when they will send you a copy of their exhaustive treatise accurately illustrated in
half-tone, showing the parts of the mafe system involved in Urethral Ailment.

Every sufferer from Stricture, and the offspring, Varicocele, Prostatitis and
Seminal Weakness, should write to the St. James Association 277 St. James
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio, for their illustrated work showing the parts of
the human system involved in Urethral Ailments, which they send to male
applicants, ‘(‘C\I(tl\ wrapped in plain package, prepaid,
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