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the county; their number in, cac District ought also to be increased, so as
to give all the inhabiants an opporturiity of educating their children, at
least to the extent of an English 'Education even if they do not intend thora
for any of the learned professions.

(Signed) JAMES CROOKS.

ToRoNTo, 20ik 1Dcember, 1839.

[Copy]

LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL,
Tôronto, 23d December, 1839.

Smn
I have the honor to return to you enclosed the three sketches

on the subject of Educatiop which you did me the favour to transmit, re-
questing that I would rhake such remarks as night occur to me
thereon.

Upon a subject involviiig, as it appears to me, the foundation of the
property of this Province ; I would ,not venture to, offier a hasty opinion
but 1 am satified that no dependence can be placed on any systen of edu-
cation which shall not, in all its details and modifications, be essentially
based oil religTion. I observe in the general plan herwoivth returned, that
provision is intended to be made for Sehools of Divinity in the lhighest
branches of Univo-sity Education ; but the proposal for four District Pro-
fessorships of Divinity, each so widely differing in doctrine, and supposed
capablo or w'orking together, in and under one University, seemns to ie
wholly and cntirely unipracticable under any modificaton.

In the6 proposed Grarnuinr and Common Schools i observe there is,no
provision, whatever fbr religious instruction, nor does the study of the
Bible, moreL than theC vital doctrines of Chritianity, appear to form any
part of the intendedl system. My opinion is, that any course or National
Education which omits those essential anc priary ingredients, nust become
a curse rather than a blessing to te community.

Theri arc at the samo time some very valuablo suggestions on these
plans, that of a Norérial School f'or the teachers is one of ligh importance,
but roligious qualification is not alluded to as essential to his branch E the
subject,

J an aware that great, anid apparently insuperable difBeulties suround
this part o, the subject, not perhaps altogether arising from' the impossibi-
lity of harmonizing conflicting vievs, but frormi theangry and hostile spirit
with ïhich tlicy have hitherto been mnost unfortunately, conducted, I would
fain hope that truc christian ig ay yet be brought to bear.on this not

ss than others equally to be dtep[Lorcd ;but be thiis as it nay, a deep and
awful responsibility must attach somewlere, if a remcdy 'b not speedily ap-
plied to the present destitute condition of these countries, as respects the
spiritual and inteilectua[iivants of the rismg generation.

Permit me with all due deference to call the attention of the Commîs-
sioners to a charge delivrted by hie Lord Bishop of Exeter tO his Clergy
as connected with this subject, and which Will be found reported in the
"Times" newspapcr of 13th; November last, they will thee find embodied:
what I ivill not weaken by feeble illustration, andtl cornmend it to their m'ost
serious consideration.


