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Appendix To the Honorable the Commons of ' Lower-Canada, in Provin-

(D ) cial Parliament aflembled.

No.IL py, Supplementary Report of the Commiffioniers appointed
——"—="under the Act of the lst Geo. IV. Chap. 6, intituled, ¢ An Act '
9th Decr. « for making a Navigable Canal. from the ‘neighbourhood of |

¢ Montreal to the Parith of Lachine,and to appropriate a certain

¢ ‘therein mentioned,” in addition to the Report of the fard Com- :
miffioners, dated the Slst October 1823, :

Ref pectfully fhewetl:

HAT the faid Commrﬁ'roners in complrance wrth the Act
of the 8rd Geo, 1V, Chap. 28, and to obtain the mforma-
tion therein rcqurred to be furnifhed to the Legiflature, named’

two competent perfons, viz. Julius Quefnel and Thomas Phillips, .

of Montreal, Efquires, to afcertain the value of the Ground .
through which the aforefaid Canal would: pafs, if the fame was

continued through the Cit of N'ontreal .to the urrent of Samt
& ¥ c  Plans and references - given us, we then proceeded to the valuation

Thefe Gentlemen have taken great pams in executmg the ar. . of the property as per annexed Statement, taking into confidera-

Mary.

duous undertaking fubmitted to them, and have (fince the Com- -
miffioners made their faid Report on the $ist October lafty viz.

on the twenty-feventh of November inftant, made their Report -

to the faid Comiffioners; and the Commiffioners think they can-
not put the matter in a clearer point of view before the three

Branches of the Legiflature, as they are required to doy than by -

fending a Copy of the Report made by thofe Gentlemen, where-

by will be evidently. feen the grounds upon which they proceed-

ed, the neceffary particulars gone into by them and the-refult.
That refult, valving the Lands and Buildings to be occupied by .
the Canal in the above fpace, only at Sixteen thoufand three hun-

dred and fixty-eight pounds, fhews moft clearly that the common .

received opinion or idea of the value of thofe Lands was moft
erroncous, or, that real property in that uarter, is, at this momenr,
very much deprefled 5 and if it can be procured for that fum, it.
is moft evident that this is the time for purchafing the fite of the
Canal to the foot of the Current Saint Mary ; this moment loft,
it may never be regained. 'Inafhort time property may take a
rife, and the land be partly covered with valuable burldmgs, a few
of which might coft as much as the whole line can ‘now" be ob-"
tained for. The Commiffioners therefore molt - humbly fuggeit
: the propriety of an immediate purchale being made ‘of ‘the land -
required for the fite of the Canal, even if the Canal could'not be
immediately excavated. The land could be ufed as a ftreet,and ~

a noble and ufeful one it would be and even in. that ﬂlape it -

would, in the mean time, tend to. the 1mprovemem of thrs crty
and its environs.. :

'The -Commillioners beg leave to xcmark tlrar experrence has
taught them, that taking poffeffion of ‘real -property for the ufe of -

more money than at firft was. contemplated : ;
" The prefent evaluation, however, will benr ~any reafonable aug-
mentation, for, if fifry, nay one hundred - per. cent be added tothe
-amount of the eftimation, it will then amount to very little more™
than half the lands for the fite of the Canal were hnherto ufual-
ly and generally eftimated at. = - :

diate pofleffion be taken thereof; and this they dofrom a fenfe .

of public uuty, and a defire to fee the iinprovement. of. this coun- .
try, by the completion of a highly ufeful public:work. i - <

‘The Commiffioners think it a matter of the .fi r&‘,rmportance,'
to lay before the Leglﬁature the propriety of acquiring_ as much-

land (as it now can be obtained at a reafonable rate) as would fuf-:

" fice to make 2 Bafin or Harbour “behind ' the City:of: Montreal,
 to receive foreign 1 veffels of a certain draught of water from the
foot of ‘the Current,”"'When the fmallnefs of the Port of.Mont-
real, and its particular fituation and conltruéhon is conudered,’thrs
" fubje&t becomes moft i 1mpenous R . ,
All which i moft refpe&fully fubmmed.”i“" ;s
Montreal, 29rh November 1828, -
R A PORlIZOUS, Chau'man
CUW: GR‘\N’I‘

.DVp;:ROSS,
' FRANS., DESRIV]ERES
GEORGE GARDEN.".

We the underﬁgned lmvmg been requefl:ed by tl1° Gentlemen
 Commiffioners for making the Lachine Canal, to examine and as-
- certain -to the beft of our knowledge, the value of the Land and
Buildings lying in the propofed line of the faid Canal, beginning .

._on a property belonging to Thomas Porteous, Efqurre, near the
¢« {fum of money for that purpose, and to repeal a certain Act -

Lachine Turnpike Gate, and extending through the Saint An-
toine and Saint Lawrence Suburbs to the foot of the Current
Saint Mary near the Government Naval Store, where it is mtend-

ed to _]Olll the Rrver, -and to’ report tlrereon with convenient

fpeed. - .
Prompted.by a deﬁre of promotmg fo rmportant an ob_]e& of

public utility, we have confented to perform this 'duty, and now .
beg leave to fubmit the refult of our proceedings, with fuch re-’

marks thereon as we have thought neceﬁ'ary to convey a more
correct view of the whole,

Havrng firft afcertained the exact Line by tl:e herp of the Gen-
tleman who had furveyed 'it, and ‘having compared it with the

tion the locality, improvements, nature of the ground and more

for Cath, in which no compulfion exifted, but in’circumftances

which made it appear that the prefent real value of the property .

was obtained. In fituations where we had not the fame oppor-
tunity, we were neceflarily guided by our own general information
on fuch matters; and on a comparifon afterwards of the eftima-

| Appendu:

(D.) -
-No.1I.
9."1_&‘ Decr.

g partrcularly, altual fales of property in the vicinity lately effected

ted value with the prices demanded by the. proprietors, we have,
in feveral inftances, found our. eftimate to correspond with their

demand, and from. various circum{tances we have reafon to fup-

pofe, and are fully periuaded, that generally we have ftated a fair

and full value.” We bég leave to fuggelt that by a fmall ‘deviation
in fome parts from the prefent propofed Line, (which to the beft
of our knowledge would not injure it, and would tend to give it
a more direct courfe) a faving could be made by taking lefs valy-
“able property. We have'alio to ftate, that' fome proprietors of
extenfive lots, in confideration of the probable advantage they
would derive from the Canal, as well as from a defire of promo-
“ting an object so beneficial to the country, have offered to give
the land required from them for' that purpofe 3
the fame reafons,- would zccept of a fmaller fum than what. we

and orhers, for -

. have ftated to be’ the " value, which circumftances, together with -

ﬁderably reduce the ftated coft.
“We would alfo beg ieave to rcmark that our E&xmate has been

‘the proceeds of the materials of Houfes, Barns, &e. would con- ‘

calculated on a given width of fixty feet throughout, bur that if

in fome of the moft valuable parts of the Saint Lawrence Suburb,

-it could .be conrra&ed to the iidth of the Locks, a further re. =

. duction of the amount would be made.
various-parts on. this. line, the value of the land muft foon: be

ﬂrould bé deferred to a diftant period. = -
‘From thefe circum{tances, ‘and after a mature co'rsrderatron of

“Weé think it neceffary -

the Public, from a number of individuals, and liquidating ail their -alfo to flate, that from the rapid improvemerit taking place. in

d fi :
feveral claims and demands, is notan eafy taik and generally coﬁs "v"grearly increafed, which would add to the coﬂ 1f the- purchale :

the fubject, we exprefs with confidence our opinion that the quan-

tlty required to be purchafed for the completron of this - Section

‘of the Lachine Canal, would at :the prefent’time coft confider-

The Commiffioners again' moft warmly and ﬂtrenuouﬂy recoms- :;)“ably lefs than it appears by our Eftimate, and. that fome propriz-

_mend the immediate purchafe of the Land for the fite of ‘the Ca-:
nal down to the foot of the Current Saint Mary;and that.imme< -

tors, on'receiving rhe mterell would not for many years demand
~the capital.:

Hoping that we have not overﬁepped our, duty by makmg fuch
' remarks as forced themfelves upon us when: examining this- Sec-
tion‘of the propofed Line, and fuch as we deemed the nature “of

.the ubj»"t required, - we beg further rndulgence merely to oblerve,
‘whether in the prelent deprefled ftate-of  property,- it would ‘not -

e defirable that so much Land fhould be obtained as would make
he Canal, from the place’ ‘where it is mtended to joiri the’ Rrver,

requu‘ed for loadmg and unloadmg Canal craft
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to fome convenient place . near ‘the centre “of Montreal, large ‘
enough to.admit “veffels of - grea'er dimenfions-than ‘thofe neces-
fary in:other partsof ‘the Canal, and alfo fuch'a fpace as mrghr be




