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Venerable Brethren, Health and Apostolic

Benediction,—

The work of a merciful God, the Church
looks eseentially, and from the very
nature of her being, to the ealvation of
souls and the winning for them of happi-
ness in heaven, nevertheless she alo
secures even in this world advantages so
many and so great that she could not do
more even if she had been founded
primarily and specially to secure prosper-
ity in this life which is worked out upon
carth. In truth wherever the Church
has set her foot she has at once changed
the aspect of affairs, coloured the manners
of the people as with new virtues and a
refinement unknown bafore—as many
people as have accepted this have been
distinguished for their gentleness, their
justice, and the glory of their deeds, But
the accusation is an old one, and mnot of
recent date, that the Church is incompati-
ble with the welfare of the commonwealth,
and incapable of contributing to those
things, whether useful or orpamental,
which, naturally and of its own will, every
rightly-constituted State eagerly strives
for, We know that on this ground, in the
very beginnings of the Church, the Chris-
tiane, from the same perversity of view,
were persecuted and
CONSTANTLY HELD UP TO HATRED AND

CONTEMPT,

g0 that they were styled the enemies of
the Empire. Aund at that time it was
generally popular to attribute to Chris-
tianity the responsibility for the evils
beneath which the State was beaten down,
when in reality God, the avenger of crimes,
was requiring a just punishment from the
guilty. The wickedness of this calumuy,
not without cause, fired the genius and
sharpened the pen of Augustine, who
especially, in his Cwitate Dei, set forth so
clearly the efficacy of Christian wisdom
and the way in which it is bound up
with well-being of States, that he seems
not only to have pleaded the cause of
the Christians of his own time, but
to have triumphantly refuted these false
charges for all time. DBuat this unhappy
inclination to complaints and fals2 accusa—
tious was not laid to rest, and many have
thought well to seek a system of civil life
elsewhere than in the doctrines which the
Church approves. And now in these
latter times a new Jaw, as they call it, has
begun to prevail, which they describe as
the outcome of a world now fally de
veloped, and born of a grovzing liberty.
But although many bazardous schemes
have been propounded by many, it is
clear that never bas any better method
been found for establishing and ruling
the State than that which is the aatural
result of the teaching of the Gospel. We
deem it therefore of the greatsst moment,
and especially suitable to Our apostolic
function, to compare with Christian doc-
trine the new opinions concerning the
State, by which method We trust that,
truth being thus presented, the cause of
error and doubt will be removed, =0 that
each may easily see by those supreme
commandments for living, what things he
ought to follow aad whom he ought to
obey.

It is not a very difficult matter to set
forth what form and appearance the State
should have if Christian philosophy gov-
erned the commonwealth, By nature it
is implanted ia man that he should live
in civil society, for since he cannot attain
in golitude the necessary means of civilised
life, it isa Divine provision that he comes
into existence adapted for taking part in
the union and ascemlling of meo, both

IN THE FAMILY AND IN THE STATE,
whichalone can supply adequate facilities
for the perfecting of life. Dut since no
society can hold together unless some per
son is over all, impelling individuals by
efficient and similar motives to pursue the
common advantage, it is brought about
that authority whereby it may be 1uled is
indispensible to a civilised community,
which authority, as well as society, can
have no other source than nature, and con-
sequently God Himself. And thence it
folﬁows that by its very nature there can
be no public power except from God
alone, For God alone 13 the most
true and supreme Lord of the world
Whom neceesarily all things, what.
ever they be, must De subservient
to and obey, so that whoever possess

supreme chief of all, God. “There is no
gower except from God” (Rom, xiii., l{.

ut the right of ruling is not necessarily
conjoined with any special form of com:
monwealth, but may rightly assume this
or that form, provided that it promotes
utility and the common good, But what-
ever be the kind of commonwealth,
rulers ought to keep in view God, the
Supreme Governor of the world, and to
set Him before themselves as an example
and alaw in the administration of the
State. For as God, in things which are
aud which are seen, has produced second-
ary causes, wherein the Divine nature and
course of action can be perceived, and
waich conduce to that end to which the
univeraal course of the world is directed,
80 in civil society He bas willed that
there should be a government which
should be carried on by men who should
reflect towards mankind an image as it
were of Divine power and Divine provi-
dence. The rule of the government,
therefore, should be just, and not that
of a master but rather that of a
father, because tho power of God over
men is most just and allied with a father’s
goodness. Moreover, it is to be carried
on with a view to the advantage of the
citizens, because they who are over others
are over them for this cause alone, that
they may see to theinterests of the State,
And in no way is it to be allowed that the
civil authority should be subservient
merely to the advantage of one or of a
few, since it was established for the com-
mon good of all. But if they who are
over the State should lapse into unjust
rule ; if they should err through arrogance
or pride; if their measures should be
injurious to the people, let them know
that hereafter an account must be ren
dered to God,and that so much the stricter
in proportion as they are entrusted with
more sacred functions, or have obtained a
higher grade of dignity, “The mighty
shall be mightily tormented” (Wisd, vi,,

i )e

Thus truly the majesty of 1ule will be
attended with an honorable and willing
regard on the part of the citiz ns; for
when once they have been brought to
conclude that they who rule are
STRONG ONLY WITH THE AUTHORITY GIVEN
BY GOD,
they will feel that those duties are due
and just, that they should be obedient to
their rulers, and pay to them respect and
fidelity with somewhat of the same affec-
tiou as that of children to their parents.
“Let every soul be subject to higher
powers” (Rom. xiii., 1),
Indeed to contemn lawful authority, in
whatever person it is vested, is as unlaw-
ful as it is to] resist the¥Divine will; and
whoever resi-ts tnat, rushes voluntarily
to his destruction. “He who resists the
power, resists the ordinance of God; and
they who resist purchase to themselves
damnation” (Rom. xiil., 2). Wherefore
to cast away obedience, and by popular
violence to incite the country to sedition,
is treason, not only against man, but
against God.
It is clear that a State coostituted on
this basis is altogether bound to satisfy,
by the public profession of religion, the
very many and great duties which brin,
it into relation with God. Nature an:i
reason, which commands every man indi-
vidually to serve God holily and religi-
ously, because we belong to Him aud
coming from Him must return to Ilim,
binds by the same law the civil community,
For men living together in society are
no less under the power of God than are
individuals; and society owes as much
gratitude as individuals do to God, Who
is its author, its preserver, and the benefi-
cent source of the innumerable blessings
which .t has received. And therefore as
it is not lawful for anybody to neglect his
duties towards God, and as it is the first
duty to embrace in mind and ia conduct
relizion—not such as each may choose,
but such as God commands—in the same
manner Siates cannot, without a crime,
ect a8 though God did notexiat, or cast off
the care of religion as alien to them or
useless, or out of several kinds of religion
adopt indifferently which they please; but
they areabsolutely bound, in the worship
of the Deity, to adopt that use and manner
in which God Himself has shown that e
wills to be adored. Therefore among rulers

iHE NAME OF GOD MUSi BE HOLY,
and it must be reckoned among the first
of their duties to favor religion, protect it,
and cover it with the authority of the
laws, and not to institute or decree any-
thing which is incompatible with 1ts
security., They owe this also to the
citizens over whom they rule. For all of
us men are boin and brought up for a
certain supreme and final good in heaven,
beyoud this frail and short life, and to
this end all efforts are to be referred. And
because upon it depends the full and per
fect happiness of men, therefore, to attain
this end which bas beea mentioned, is of
a3 much interest as is conceivable to every
individual man. It is necessary then that
a civil society, born for the common
advantage, in the guardianship of the
prosperity of the commonwealth, should
so advance the interestsof the citizens that
in holding up and acquiring that highest
and inconvertible good which they spon-
taneously eeek, it should not only never
import anything disadvantageous, but
should give all the opportunities in its
power, The chief of these is, that atten-
uon should be paid to & holy and invio-
late preservation of religion, by the dutiss
of which man it united to God
Now which the true religion is may be

easily discovered by any one who will
view the matter with a careful and un.
biassed judgment ; for there are proofs of
great number and splendour, as, for ex-
ample, the truth of prophecy, the abun-
dance of miracles, the extremely rapid
epread of the faith, even in the midet of
its enemies and in spite of the greatest
hindrances, the testimony of the wartyrs,
and the like, from which it is evident that
that is the ouly true religion which Jesus
Chriet instituted Himself and then en-
trusted to His Church to defend and to

the 1ight of governing, can receive that
fiom no other source than from that

spread.

up a society on earth which is called the
Church, and to it He transferred that
most glorious and divine office, which He
bad received from His Father, to be per-
petuated for ever. ‘‘As the Father hath
sent Me, even eo I send you” (John xx,
21), “Behold I am with you all days
even to the consu m mation of the world”
(Matt, xxviii., 20). Therefore as Jesus
Christ came into the world “that men
might bave life and have it more abun-
dantly” (John x., 10), 8o also the Church
bas for ite aim and end the eternal salva-
tion of souls ; and for this cause it is so
constituted as to embrace the whole human
race without any limit or circumscription
either of time or place, “Preach ye the
Gospel to every creature” (Mark xvi., 15),
Over this immense multitude of men God
Himself has set rulers with power o
govern them ; and He has willed that one
should be head of them all, aud the chief
and unerring teacher of truth, and to him
e has given the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. “To thee will I give the keys of
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt, xvi, 19),
“Feed My lambs, feed My sheep” (John
xxi, 16, 17). “I have prayed for thee
that thy faith may not fail” (Luke xxii.,
32). 'This aociety, though it be composed
of men just as civil society is, yet because
of the end that it has in view, and the
means by which it tends to it, is super-
patural and spiritual ; and, therefore, is
distinguished from civilsociety and differs
from it; and—a fact of the highest moment
—is
A SOCIETY PERFECT IN ITS KIND AND IN
ITS RIGHTS,
possessing in and by itself, by the will and
beneficence of its Founder, al! the appli-
ances that are necessary for its preserva.
tion and action. Just as the end, at which
the Church aims, is by far the noblest of
ends, 8o its power is the most exalted of all
powers, and cannot be held to be either
inferior to the civil power or in any way
subject to it. In truth Jesus Christ gave
His Apostles unfettered commissions over
all sacred things, with the power of estab-
jishing laws proper'y so called, and the
double right of judging and punishing
which foliows from it: “All power has
been given to Me in heaven on earth;
going therefore te1ch all nations . . . . .
teaching them to keep whatsoever I have
commanded you’ (Matt, xxviii., 18, 19,
20). And in another place He says: “If
he will not hear, tell it to the Church”
(Matt. xviii., 17); and again : *“Ready to
punish all disobedience” (2 Cor. x, 6);
and once more: “I shall act with more
severity, according to the powers which
our Lord has given me unto edification
and not unto destruction” (2 Cor. xiii,
10). So then it iz not the State but the
Courch that ought to be men’s guide to
heaven; and it is to her that God has
assigned the office of watching and leg-
islating for all that concerns religion,
of teaching all nations; of extending, as
far as may be, the borders of*Christianity;
and, in a word, of administering its affairs
without lst or hindrance according to her
own judgment. Now this authority,
which pertains absolutely to the Church
herseif, and is part of her manifest rights,
and which has long been opposed by a
philosophy subservient to priaces, she has
never ceased t® claim for herself and to
exercisa publicly : the Apostles themselves
being the first of all to maintain it, when,
being forbidden by the readers of the Syn-
agogue to preach the Gospel, they boldly
answered, “We must obey God rather
than men” (Acts v., 20), This same
authority the holy Fathers of the Church
have been careful to maintain by
weighty  reasons as occasions have
arisen; and the Roman Pontiffs have
never ceased to defend it with inflexible
constancy. Nay, more, princes and civil
governors themselves have approved it in
theory and ia fact; for in the making of
compacts, in the transaction of business,
in sending and receiving embassies, and in
the interchange of other offices, it has been
their custom to act with the Church as
with a supreme and legitimate power,
And we may be sure that it is not without
the singular providence of God that this
power of the Church was defended
by the Civil Power as the hest defence of
its own liberty.

TO BE CONTINUED.

OUR BCOK REVIEW.

The Doctor'e Davghter—By “Vera,” Author
of Honor Edgeworth. Ottaws, A. 8.
Woodburn.

We extend a very hearty and earnest
welcome to this charming, and, we may
say, fascinating story. It is the second
effort of a gifted young lady who gives
brightest promise of a distinguished,
honorable and useful literary career.
Her style is alike devoid <t affectation
and free from redundant ornateness, ier
diction choice and elegant, her thoaghts
often striking, and nearly always
original, She has even in this early
period of her literary progress developed
a very decided power of invention that
bespeaks a clear-sightedness, talentand
culture. 'I'he author’s first work, ¢“Honor
Edgworth,” in which she was, it must be
confessed, rather severe on the angular-
ities of life, the eccentricities of fashion,
and the smaller vices of humanity,
especially that large, interesting, and im
portant, and in our days, rather self.
asserting element thereof, known as the
female sex, met with much favor. A
competent critic in the Winnipeg Times,
writing ot “‘Ilonor Edgworth,” said :

“It is a novel ot society, the hero being
one of Ottawa’s {ashionable young men,
and the picture of Ottawa society is
singularly true of life when we remem-
ber how inexperienced must be the hand
which traced it. The plot is a good one,
and the ecenes and details are well
worked out. More surprising even than
the power of painting characters is the
evidence of long and deep reflection on
the social conditions of the time, and on
nearly every great question which agi-
tates the world, There is & boldness in

For the only-begotten Son of God set

dealing with some social sores which

might suggest that the young writ 'r has
& mission,

“We have said this book is agenuine Can -
adian product, It is thoroughly original,
suggests no model, irritates by no obvious
imitation, It abounds in proofs of large
powers of disquisition and expression,
and a searching analysis which ought to
carry the writer very far, The blemishes
of style, where there are blemishes, are
Canadian altogether, in {ts excellencies
and defects it is racy of thesoil. There is
no trace of personn{ity ; the satire is keen,
but not ill-natured, and the author’s idea
of life being high, the moral tone is unex-
ceptionable  With euch a maiden effort
as llonor Edgeworth, one may cherish
grea: hopes for Canadian literature.”
Fuavorable as was the reception accor.
ded to the fair author's first efiort,
high as was its merit, we consider that
the “Doctor’s Daughter” is, in many
important respects, a more maritorious
work and one upon which its writer can
better lay claim to public endorsation,
In her preface she says :

#1f the present story can lighten the
burden of an idle hour of sickness or sor-
row ; if it may shorten the time of wait.-
ing or distract the monotony of travel ;
if it may strike a key-note of common
sympathy between its author and its
reader, where the shallow side of nature
is regretfully touched upon ; it it may
attract the potent attention of even one
of those whose words and actions regu-
late the tone and tenor of our social
life, to the urgency of encouraging,
prémoting and favoring the principles of
anactiye Christian morality, whose beauty
]iﬁ\,‘ not in the depths or vastness of its
abitract coneceptions, but in its earnest, |
hubnble, and tirelees labors for the ad- |
vanceruent of men’s spiritual and tem-
poral welfare —if it may do auy one of
these things, it shall have more than real-
ized the fond and fervent wish of the
author’s heart : it shall have reaped her a
golden harvest for the tiresome task she
ha¥ just accomplished, and shall have
stimulated anew her every energy, to
asgociate itself more strongly and ar teutly
than ever, with the canse which struggles
for men’s freedom from the fetters of a
sordid and tyrant worldliness.”

“Vera” holds out no hope in this pre.
face that will not he more than realized
by the perusal of her unpretentious little
volume, It scenee are realistic and life-
like, the characters neatly portrayed, and
the plot well sustained to the very end.
The “Doctor’s Daughter” is an eminently
Chaistian tale clearly and agreeably indi-
cating not only what the men and women
of to-day are, but what they ought to be.
It 1a one of the few books of fiction of
late years issucd from which real improve-
ment can be derived, Hence we wish it
a very wide circulation:

<. —————

LETTER FROM MRe J. J. CURRAN,
M D

To the Edutor of the Catholic Record :

REv, aND DEar SIR,—Owing to the
wide-spread influenca of your paper aad
the stand you have taken thereia on the
Riel question, now fraught with so much
interest to the Dominion as a whole, to
the French Canadian people who are now
being frenzied on the subjset of political
agitators and to the Irisn Catholics of
Canada, whom it is sought to embroil in
it, 1deem it incumbent upon me to address
you these few lines. 1 do not propose to
discuss the whole question ; that it is
unnecessary at preseut, and, if need be,
I shall have an opportunity of doing so on
the floor of Parliament. I propose now
to deal with the attitade you have
assumed and the reasons you have
given therefor, The Irish Catholics of the
Dominion have been appealed to by the
French-Canadian and other agitators to
make common cause with them in
denouncing the Government of Sir John
A. Macdonald. In your editorial of the
23th inst., yon put the question and gave
the auswer in the following language : —

“What, then, should be the precise posi-
tion of Lrish Catholicsin this crisia 1 They
should not, in our estimation, take part
in or encourage illegal or violent manifes-
tations of any kind calculated to incite
clasz sgainst class or race against race.
They should not express admiration for
rebels or rebellion, merely becauss the
rebels were mostly Catholiciand the rebel
lion headed by Catholics, nominal or
otherwise. They mustnot forget that the
Catholic Church as an organization was a
heavy loser by Riel's uprising—priests
murdered ; missions laid waste ; faithful
and clergy disparsed.”

That is pretty p'ain ; [ shall not attempt
to add to 1ts vigor, although in all justice
some addition might well be made owing
to the facts of the case, which, through
authentic documents, will be more widely
known in a few days than they now are.
As yon have put it, however, this is no
case in itself to invite Irish Catholic sym-
pathy, Priest murdering, nnus hunted by
ferocious savages, missions laid waste,
faithful and clergy dispersed, etc , etc., all
these things are not calculated to induace
our people to rank their author as a hero
or a martyr, to assign him a place on the
roll of fame alongside of Emmet, or to
give him the blasphemous eminencs whish
the Hon. Mr. Mercier, leader of the
Rouge party in this proviace, doemed
him fit to occupy. I retrain from puiting
his words in writing,

Taking your own statement as the
criterion  Riel per s merited his fate,
nevertheless you speak of him as “‘a vie
tim.” You think he deserves the sym-
pathy of the French Cinacian people,
yet Fathers Andre, Tousse, Moulin, Four-
mond, Vegreville and lLecog writing a
joiant letter to the French Cavadian people
of the Dommion, dated Prince Albert,
the I3th of June last, said: “We the
priests of the districts particularly affected
by the rebellion, wviz.: 8*, Laurent, St,
Antoine, Grandin, Duck Lake and
Batoche, since it is in the midst of our

people that Lous ‘David’ Riel had estab.

the attention of our fellow-countrymen to
the facta of the case,

“Louis David Riel no longer deserves
the sympathies of the Roman Catholic
Church nor of the members of that charch,
having usurped our mission as priests and
deprived our people of the consolations we
might have affurded them. He acted
purely in his own personal interest !"

Exactly at what point is the sympathy
of Uatholics of any origin to come in for
this self secker ?

In so far as the French Canadians are
concerned and the Irish Catholic allies
whom you seek to gain for them, you an
swer the question in the same article s«
follows :—

“They seek, by means just and fair, the
vindieation of their race, ro foully
wronged by the killing of Riel because
his death had been decreed in the
secrecy of Orange lodges,”

I have already pointed out that you
admit Riel deserved the extreme penalty
for his erimes,  He was not, thercfore,
killed, as you so forcibly put it You
allage that he was hanged because the
decree went forth from the Orange
lodges. If this were the case Canada
would not be a fit place to live in, |
consider that allegation utterly un
founded in fact, mischievoug in the ex
treme and capable of working inealcul
able harm in our Canadian Dominion.
Granted that ceriain lodges did go s
far as to demand his execution. Granted
that certain preachers in bloodthirsty out
pourings may have called upon the (v
ernment to hang Riel.  All this was erue!
and disgraceful. ln ordinary eases, almost
any citizen will sign a petition for elem
ency to offenders, We hear of philan
thropic persons begging mercy for the
most hardened ceriminals, It remained
for the Black Watch of Peterborough and
ministers of the gospel forsooth to elamor
for a man’s blood ! And yon believe that
their representations to the Cabinet had
the effect of ensuring Riel's execution !
What does such a statement imply?
That in a Government containing six Cath-
olics, three of them French-Cinadians,
two Irish Oatholics, and one a distin
guished member of our church from the
provinee of Nova Scotia, our represents
tives were so terrorized by Orange infla
ence that they steeped their hands in
the blood of one of their fellow creatures,
Any one of the Freuch Canadian mem-
bers of the Government who wou!d have
resignad on this question might have
placed himsel’, by that simple act, at the
head of his fellow-countrymen in the
Dominion, Either of the irish Catholic
members who, in handing in his resigna.
tion, would have declared that he did so
because a man was being doomnd by
Orange influence, would have had the
whole of our people at his baek, without
exception. it was not, therefore, for
the sake of popularity that the ministers
referred to remanad in office, Was it
for the sake of emolument ? Let us sup
pose for one moment that the minds of
five Catholic ministers could be so de-
praved, that their hearts were so eraven,
that their love of the miserable $7,000
per annum was 80 overpowering. What
about the Hon, I'rank Smith? e has no
salary. He would not accept one. e
18 jointly responsible with every one of
his eolleagues ifor this act, and yet you
would have us believe that for the gola
purpose of gratifying Orange lodges he
consented to cover his name with infamy
and to biast forever a well.earned rapu-
tation for consistent courage and
unswerving fidelity to his people.  Such
a pretension cannot hold, [f you believe
anything of the kind coma out holdly in
your journal ; state that we have been
mistaken in our battles heretofore waged
for Catholic representation in the Cab.
inet, that the presence of Catholics,
[rish or French, in the Government has
been a delusion and a snare, resalting in
greater humiliation than ever could have
overtaken us were we absolutely at the
mearey of Protestant influence Orange
dictation had nothing to do with Riel’s
fate, We must  seek  elsewhere
for the sulution of the problem. Allow
me, for a moment, to direct your attention
to the articles of the Toront) Glole on this
question, from theday the indictment was
framed at Rogina (begin then, it will be
instructtve) until the unfortunaie mau's
fate was sealed, Let us cast a glance over
kindred sheets published in the Reform
interest and what do we find?7 So un-
patriotic, 8o partizan, so disreputable, was
the conduct of those newspapers, that the
Montreal Witness, personally and politi-
cally opposed to the Dominion Premier,
opposad to his fiscal policy, to his rail.
way policy, and to every measure that he
has inaugurated within my memory, felt
itself constrained to publish the following
on 13th August last : —“We are inclined to
stand by the Government in any pocition
it may take in a matter in which it seems
to be the objact of some to embarass iv.”
Again on the 11th September '3,
much has been done to embarass the GGov-
ernment, and its position bhas been ren
dered so diflieult, that we have already
stated our intention to support it in
whichever coursa it feels called upon t)
take,” These statements «o thoroughly
aroused the ire of the Grit journals that
their rage knew no bounds, and in reply
to their ravings and partizan perversity,
the IWitness, on the 1Tth September, ai-
ministered the following rebuke:—

“Thoreare jurnals so destitnte of eithor
heart or conscience as to be able to treat
a (nestion of life or death to a human

beiug simply and solely as an opportunity
for the manufacture of politieal na;ntnl.
These journals, believing the Government
of the day, to which they are politically

dilemma with regard to the execution of
Riel, are anxious only to keep themselves
frea to impale the Government upon

against, Their plan is to embarrass the
(GGovernment and to force upon its atten-
tion those considerations of political
exigency which it is the Goverument’s first

sished bis head-quarters, deelre to draw

n]»]um(‘(l, to be between the borns of a |

whichever horn its action may throw it |

cution was one of consciencs or of heart
with them they would be found either op
posing or advoecating comm itation, The
only alternative for a conscientions jour
nal is to seek to leave the Government
s free from embarrassment as possibla
in order that its decision mwv be made
on the highest grounds,
none of th

I'ney  choosa
conrses,  ()ie day they
show b the Government ia as
y oot more, to blame than  Riel
for the insurrection in the Northwest,
and  that it bas confess 4 ae uch
by its action, The next day they will
dwell upon how richly Rel decorves

death, in having rendered the sa 1 aaof
the lives of 80 many yonn, na
dians necessary, and they decly - that

the Government will, out of fear o1 thei

French supporters of this province, not
dare to hang him Whichever course
the Government chooses, that conrse,
they will be free to maintain, was wrong,
and they will declare the c¢hoice was
made from wrong considerations, though
consideratons they \\'I“ e
demn are the ones they
upon the Government,

the very

are pressing
["iese journals
are naturally very angry with an inde
pendent journal, which, while not afraid
ltll‘\‘iﬂ‘\i' i1isown ll}'ll”lﬂ‘ﬂ ”" m the N\l"
Jeet, is determined not to embarrass the
Government,”

You will perbaps imagiue thatTam about
to aseribe the execution of Riel to the
versity of the mrse pursusd by the

s lo this you wonld he
entirely mistaken. I am endeavoring ta
Weite 1n a non-partisan spirit, and 1 must
candidly admit I do not thiuk the ¢ mree
f those newspapers had any o «ct on the
Goverwment’s decision.  Another wvery
influentgl organ of public opinion ha
broadly IRuted that the bluudering of the
Blens had vomething to do with placing
the fatal noowe on Riel's neck. Tuis wel
known that Ve Quebee mservative
members urged'the Government with all
their might to ephea the life of Riel if it
were possible, | was one of those who
dul so. A certain dDamber of members
with whom I declined to act, howe ver,
jadging, as T did, theit ¢ourie not only
rash but unjastifiable; scut what amounted
to a threatening telegram to the leader of
the Government when the warrant of
execntion was on its way to Rogina. O
the 14th of November the Star pabyished
the following earticle on the Loll'gr\m i
question ;—

“Whatever remote chance Riel had af
eseape a week ago, he has it is gener
ally believed, lost now. The Govern
ment would bhe more or legs than human
if it altered ita decision now, in the faca
of the open threate lovellod aminst ithy
a numbar of the Conservative represen
tatives of the province,

“That theses gentlemen made A mis
take fatal to Riel, if Rie! hud any chance
previously, it is sdmitted on all hande
If the Conservative members who talk
of bolting, and 1if certain soctions of the
I'tench Canadian  press; wora really in
terested in getting Riel hanged, they
could wsearcely have employed surer
means to sueceed than those they bhave
msed, By publishing their threats to the
Premier, and by making such public
svowal of holding him responsible for
Riel's fate, they have most assuredly
tightened the noose around the unfortu
nate man's neck "

The telagrarma reforred to was a blun.
der. Yot I know it had nothing to
with Riel's fate.

Others have ascribed tha faiure of 4
raprieve to the rascality of the Rouges,
who sought to make politieal eapital o
of the unfortunate Motis leader, and by
their hypoeritical movements set on fo
counter action in the sister provines
Thia seems plausible ; but to be per
fectly fair I must say that neither Orange
bitterness, Grit perversity, Bleu blunder
ing nor Rouge rascality oceasioned 1o
exacution of Riel. Tae true solution ¢
this prohlem must be gought in the
words of the venerable pastor of -,
Patrick’s church, Father Dowd, w o
stated in his memorable sermon, penk
ing of Riel, that “as the leader of suvige
tribas and  pemi civilizad  halt-breeas,
who had to be taught respect for the ls
and constituted authorities, the Gover:
ment had taken the responsibility o
making hira suffer the death penaly
This was an unbiassed and, [ think, «
statesmmanlike view of the subjct, nni
one that will commoand itself to all whe
have neither personal nor palitieal pur
poses Lo serve in displacing the issue on
this subjact to gronunds that are likety 1o
produce sectional and sectarian animosi
ties, I have the honor to be,

rev. and dear sir,
your obt. servant,
J. J. Curran

i ‘.
CATHOLIC NOY
—
Rev. R J. Meyer, of 36, Lows Univer.
gity, has been named by the General
of the Jesuiig, Father Anderledy, provn
cial of the district which comprixe«
the middle gection of the country from
Pennsylvania to Kansas, inclusive,

Mrs Dancroft, the actress, known ns
Marie Wilton in the records of the sts
has been reccived into the Cathede
Chureh, and heg joined the corps of
devour practical followers of our fartn,
to which Miss Mary Anderson and L1
also belong,

| The board of trustees of the Cathuhie
| university met at the archiepiscopn!
recidence on Wednesday, [t was agreed
to raise 8700000 in the dioceses

, which,
with Miss Caldwell's donation of §300,.
000, will give the university $1 000 000 to
i start with, Rk

i
It is announced by the Ji y Leqister,

| { 1

that within a fow days three ol
have laft the Anghean for the
communion, I'hese nre the i
Southerdon, Cirate of St John's, Tor
| quay, and formerly a workes with My,
i Lowder nt !le‘vn docks; the Rev,
| Owen C, H Ky, Curate ot Lisotanan,
Monmouthshire, and the Rev. C, A, Bur.

duty to leave out of the question in making | leigh [{.rt, formerly Curite of Corriug.
the deecision. If the question of Riel's exe.

ton, Lincolnshire.




