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LETTER OF RECOMMEN DATION,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900,
The Editor of THE CATHOLIC RECORD

London, Oat.: 3 "

l)a‘a'r .\‘i,x : For some time past 1 Imva‘ read
your estimable paper, Tir CATHOLIC lfn
GORD, &nd (~unuruuiltgt?g"i;u upon the man-
per in which it s published.

Its o tter and form are both good and a
truly Catholic spirit pervades the whole.

Therefore, with pleasure, 1 can recommend
it to the faithiul, e )

Blessing you, and wishing you success,

Beliave me, to remain, #IH

Yours faithiully in Jesus Christ,
4+ D, FALCON10, Arch. of Larissa,
Apost, Deleg.

London, Saturday, Nov. 17, 1900.

A. REV., P. P, A POLITICIAN,

A special despatch to the Toronto
Globe from Winnipeg states that the
Rev. J C. Macill, who is well known
in this Province as haviug been the
preeldent of the now defunct P. P .
busicd himself greatly with the recent
election, having taken the stump, 1o
the great disgust of many members of
his congregation who are oppoged to
his politics.

Oar readers will remember that
Mre. Madili took a prominent part
in the eloction of the
avowed members of that assoclation
who eecured seats in the Provincial
Legislature, being the members for
the two ridings of Lambton

only two

AN ACT OF JUSTICE.

The dlstinguished convert, the late
Marquis of Baute whose death occurred

recontly, was extremsly cnariiable to |

the poor ; and the last act of his life
wag to purchase one of tha old monas-
terles which had been couficated iu
the reign of Henry VIIL, and after
putting it into a complete siate of re-
pair apd restoring 1t to its

be put to its original use hege old
monasteries had fallen into the hands |
of Engllsh noblemen, and no fitter
reparation for the lpjustices done to
religion in the sixteenth century could
be done than ‘or a nobleman of the
present day to glve back a property
which had once been couveecrated to
God aud His service

A GREAT EVENI

In another part of thls week's
Carnonic Recorp we reproduce from
a contemporary an interesting tketeh
of the ono hundredth anniversary of
the establishment of the O:der of the
Sacred Heart, which will be fittingly
commemorated by the Reoligieuse and
their pupils in the four huudred con

vents scattered throughout the eivil
1z:d w rld, on the 21st of tha present
month

o the festivities at the Sacred Haart
Acsdemy which waa founded in this
city nearly half & centul 1go, are
tnvited pumerous students who
duriug that time were privileged to re-
celve their education within Its pre
eints. The important event will

be commemorated in & most appropri
ate manner, and we believa 1t {8 the
intention of the old puplls to present a
substantial gift to the
s testimony of
beloved
deavor it was to bulld well and stroog
the foundations of noble
and to whose blessed ivfluence in
<hildhocd and In youth they woere able
to enter the battle of life well equipped

convent as
gratitude to thelr
teachers, whosa highost en

characters,

with the armor of trus womanly good-
ness and nobllity.

It can in truth be said that during
¢he hall century which has elapsed
the Order was estatl
city It has accomplished an incs leulabls

shed in this

amount of good, for besides the admir-
atls training of its numerous puplls,
enabling them to adorn the highest
positions of soclety and to by models in
the home, not to speak of the many
privileged ones who have thomselves
chosen the better part, it has like-
wise been the fruitful source of char
ities without number. Truly, then, it
s not to be wondered at that God's
blessing has descended upon the con-
vent and its inmates! And the re-
anion on the coming Foast of Oar

former |
beauty, to present it to the Chuarch to !

Lady's Presontation will, we feel as-
sured, bea brightand joyfal one for both
religious and pupils, marking as it
does = wonderful epoch in the history
of the Order of the Sacred Heart. The
former students will again visit the
old familiar scenes of their child-
hood —and once more will be renewed
the delightful intercourse of the long
ago — and pleasant reminiscences
fraught with innocent pleasures will
be recalled to enhance the joy of the
happy present. Aund many a fervent
prayer will be eald for the departed
teachers and companions who have
gone to thelr reward. Thus,
in the renewal of by-gone memories,
and in the participation of the delight-
ful religious, musical and literary
celebration which {8 to commemorate
the centenary, we have no doabt the
215t November will be for the ladies of
the Sacred Heart & day of unalloyed
happiness.

That the Order may be as prosper-
ous in the future as it has beeu in the
past is the earnest wish of the publisher
of the Catnoric RECORD

A PAPAL ENCYCLICAL.
Degpatches from Rome state that the
;II ily Father has issued an encyclical
letter to the Blshops of the Catholie
world, the date of which {s Nov. 1, and
the subject ‘* the Redeemer.”

The Pope makes reference in this
encyclical to the great assemblage of
Catholics in Rome during the Holy
| Year from all parts of the world.
| This demonstrates, he says, that the

nationg of the earth are marching
! towards Chriet, onr Redeemer, and he
{ exhorts them to seek Carist, who 18 the
I way, the truth, and the life.”

| The despatch quotes the following as

|
|

part of the encyclical :

“‘As Christ's coming to the world reformed
society, so the latter in turning to Christ
{ will become better and will be saved by fol.
{ lowing His doctrines and the divine law, by
| discountenancing revolt against the consti-
| tuted powers, and avoiding corilicts,”

{ If nations acted on these priveiples,

ltha Holy Father declares, they would

{all love one another as brolhers,

:nnd obay peacefully their superiors.

‘‘ Neglect of Ged,” the encylical con-
tinues, ‘' has led to so many disorders,

| that people are continually oppressed
with fear and anguish.” It urges the
| Bishops of the world to make kuown
Inﬂ‘.ectually to all mankind that our
i Redeemer and Saviour can bring sal

vation and peace to the earth.

It has been known for some time
that an encyclical was being prepared
by the Holy Father, the subj:ct of
which was announced to be ‘' Peace,”
and it was said that it would contain a
touching appeal to nations to cultivate
peace in the settlement of disputes,
instead of appealing to the arbltrament
of war so frequently, as has been the
customs in the past,
that the encyclical
represent that the losses in-
curred even by the nations which are
victorious In war are great, and are
surpassed only by the disasters which
fall to the lot of the vanquished.

From the short summary given by
telegraph of the Encyclical which has
boon issued, it would seem that it Is
the same one which was expected to
| treat of peace. As a matter of course,
the Holy Father, as the representative
of the Prince of burns with
love for the people of all nationalities,
! but it {8 to be feared that worldiness

{
{
|
l

It was stated
would

Peace,

; has so powerful an influence over the
? nations that his advices will not be so
i fruftful in results as is to be desired,
| Novertheless it {8 right that the truth
| should ba told in order that the Chris-
‘tian nations may know thelr duty
!T‘hl.a knowledge will of itself fructify
{ to some extent, even though its effacts
fall short of what they would be if it
foll npon attentive ears. It is, how
that the Holy
i Father sees hope for the future in the
fact that so many huodreds of thou-
sands have visited Rome during the
yoar of Jublles, and have thus proved
that the faith of the nations in the
power of godliness, and ths eflizacy of
Redemption ia, growlng stronger with
the lapse of time.

Rome {s always attractive to travel-
lers who are there brought face to face
with the history of over twenty-six and
a half centurles, but the celebration of
the Holy Yoar of Jubiles has brought
from all parts of the world, not mere

ever, & consolation

gight-seers, but a concourse of devout
pilgrims who have manifested the live
liness of their faith in thus visiting the
Eternal City for the purpose of gain-
ing tho spiritual blessings which are
offered to pilgrims who perform pious-
ly tho devotlonal works necaessary for
gaining the Plenary Indulgence at-
tached to the Holy Year.

Not a week passes without thousands
of pligrims arriving from different
countries. Daring the hot summer
! months the number of visitors decreased

considerably, but during O:tober it
rose again, and it 18 expected that the
great influx will continue to the clos-
ing of the Holy Door, which will take
place on Christmas Eve with great
solemnity.

The first visit of the pligrims is
made in almost every case to St.
Peter's Basilica, and when there the
pious visitors, after making the sign of
the cross on themselves with the holy
water which is in the font near the
door of the church, kies devoutly, ac
cording to custom, the toe of the
brovze statue of the Prince of the
Apostles which 18 near the door of the
church, and then proceed at once to
the chapel of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment to return thanks to our divine
Saviour for their safe arrival in the
Holy City. After this they make their
visits to the other basilicas to fulfil the
conditions of the Jubilee, praying for
the intention of the Holy Father.
These visits are made by some on
{oot, and by others by the trolley cars
which now run to all parts of the
city, and out to S Paul’s church,
which is two miles from the mnearest
gate of the city, which also bears St
Paul's name.

Thoughtful people cannot entertain
any doubt that this visit of so many
thousands and hundreds of thousands
of pligrims to the city which is the
centre of Catholic unity, will have the
effact of etrengthening the tie which
binds them to the Catholic Church, and
that the Holy Father is correct in his
gtatement that it 18 an evidence that
the people of the world are coming to
Christ,

THE GUNPOWDER PLOT.

Whenever the 5:h of November
comes round, we are sure to be treated
to paradeg of Orangemen who go to
gom= church or other where a frantic
sermon is dellvered by one of their
chaplains on the bloodthirstiness of
Catholles, who are accused by the
preacher of having endeavored on the
5:h of November, 1605, without provo-
cation, to blow up the Britich Parlia-
ment House while the King, Lords
and Commons were asembled to make
wise laws for the government of the
country, and the permanency of the
glorious Protestant religion.

Uatil recently, the Church of Eng-
land too encouraged these misrepre-
sentations of history, having had a
special service of thanksgiving for the
delivery ot the country from the wiles
of the bloodthirsty Papists. It is one
of the things for which Queen Victoria
degerves high credit that she abolished
this absurdity, Nevertheless we deem
it desirable to say a few words in ex-
planation of what really occurred on
the celebrated 5h of November, 1605

First let us assume that the history of
the matter is just what is usua'ly pub
lished in our books of history ; and

St he fante®

Oa the day mentioned culminated
the Gurpowder Plot, when Guy or
Guido Fawkes was arrested in a vault
under the House of Lords at West-
minster where thirty six barrels of gun-
powder had been stored, which were to
have been exploded at the moment
when King James I. was cpaning the
houses of Parliament.

Fawkes, a tall and powerful man,
and of aectormined character, undoubt-
edly had the intention to put the design
into execution, and at the moment of
his arrest he had on his parson a watch,
2 tinder box, and some touchwood :
everything necessary to carry out the
plan which had been decided on.

The explosion was undoubtedly pre-
vented by Fawkes' timely arrest; but
the question arises, what justification
have the Orangemen of to day to keep
up the memory of this plot, and to re-
present it as a plan of the Catholics of
Eagland to selze upon the government
of the country after having succeeded
in destroying the King,l.ords and Com-
mons of the realm?

From &ll that can be learned of Guy
Fawkes, he was of resolute, but not of
bloodthirety character. We are told
that when he belouged to the
army of Flanders, where he assisted in
the taking of Calais by the Archduke
Albert in 15693, he was greatly in the
confidence of the Archduke, and his
gocioty was sought by those who were
most distinguished fer nobility and
virtue

How is 1t, 'then, that we find this
same Fawkee engaged in the despar-
ate Gunpowder Plot of 16056 ?

We have not & word to say in de-
fence of that undertaking. It wasa
monstrous attempt at wholesale slaugh-
ter, but it is fair to add that it was
planned by a few men who were
goaded to ‘desperation by the most
cruel penal laws which diabolical
malice ever concelved.

even

To understand the situation, it must

came to the throne of Eungland, the
laws against Cathclics, and especially
against priests, were most severe and
relentless. Under Queen El'zabeth
one hundred and fifty priests and fifty
laymen were put to death for their re-
ligion, a much greater number had
been imprisoned, and thcusands were
plundered of a'l their prcparty by
heavy fines of £20 per month for not
attending Protestant worship. In fact
a royal proclamation was fseued just
before Queen Elizabeth's death com-
manding under pain of death that 2ll
Cathclic ecclosiastics shculi leave the
ccuntry within three months.

When James came to the throne, the
Catholics entertained some hope that
these laws would be moderated, and in
fact James promised to modcrate them,
but instead of doing so all the laws cf
Elizabeth's relgn were put rigorcu:ly
into force, and thcugh the majorily
of the English Catholics bore pergecu-
tion meekly, there were some restless
splrits who felt the deepest resentment
against the king and his advicers and
the Parliament which enacted these
laws,

Cathclics, however,' were not the
only sufferers under the penal laws.
Non - Conformists in genersl, and
especially the Puritans, were &lso sub-
jected to sever panalties, but the laws
againstCathclics were the most oppress-
ive, as the avowed object was the ex-
termination of the Cathclic religion.
Then a new Act of Parliament was
pagsed to provide for ‘‘ the due exe-
cution of the statutes against Jesuits,
seminarians, priests, and recusants.’’
i Catbclic  colisges  were
not ellowed in Ecgland, and it
was now decreed that every person
who should thereafter study in any
foreign cellage or seminary, that is to
say, in any Cathcllc ccllage, should be
incapatls of inheriting, purchasing,
or poesessing lands or property of any
kind in Ergland.

Daring the year 1605 there were
indicted in the County and City of
York alone, about 1000 ‘' Popish re-
cusants,” in Lancashire 500, and in
like proportion throughout England,
making a total of 6, 126. Is it wonder-
ful that some of those thus hunted
should have recourse to desperate
measures for self-protection or re-
venge?

Robert Catesby was one of those who

glready

folt resentment. He had suffered for
his religion, avd had even abandoned
| it, by conforming to the Established
‘ Church of England to escape persecu
tion, but taking courage again he de
termined to cling to the ancient faith,
and to devote himself to the rellef of
his fellow Cathclics after his
fachion.

Catesby had been fined £3 000

during the relgn of Elizabeth for en-
l'gngingﬂ :n”enfna lytriéue.s wl:l? Ebe
hope of reiieviog the Catholic bedy,
and when he found that James pro-
posed to continue Elizabeth's perse-
cuting policy, his resentment was un-
bounded, and the Gunpowder Plot was
the plan he decided on to obtain “the
desired relief.

At first Catesby secured a following
of fcur other men, of whem Guy
Fawkes was one. Afterwards five
others were induzed to join in the con-
fp'racy, and these ten desparate men
were al{ who entaertained for a whila
the thcught of carrying cui the hor.
rible design ; but neither the Catholic
laity in genersl nor any Catholic
priest participated in it in any way,
though any honest-minded man will
admit that there was very great pro-
vocatlon. The idea of the cont pirators
was, wo may presume, that in the con-
fusion which weuld follow the accom
plishment of their design, a change of
government weuld fe low under which
the parsecuted Catholics might exyp2ri-
ence some relief, as it seemed {wpos-
sible they cculd be in worse condition
than they were in already.

Wae have said abeve that we do not
and cannot approve of Catesby's plot,
and the Catholic Church has never
approved of deeds of such a character ;
but we maintain that it is a gross in-

| justico to attribute Catesby’s design to

the Catholics of Eagland in general,
and a much greater injustice to hold
the Catholics of the present day re-
sponsible for it, as the Orangemen are
g0 fond ot doing. The responsibility
rests rather on the King and Parlia-
ment who by unjust and ciusl laws
goaded these hot heads to det paration,
and on the men, Oranzemen and so
called ministers of religion of to-day,
who uphc!d such cppression,

It was undeniable that Cecil, the
Prime Minister of King James, had a
knowledge of the plotjten days before
the dato fixed for its§accomplishment,
w3 he was informed of it byjone of the

|com«plutm‘s who betrayed his]accom-

be remembered that when James I.’

plices, and, to suit his own purposes;
and to create public alarm, he deferred
the public discovery till the critical
movement when Parllament wis about
to assemble, 8o a3 to turn publicindig-
nation more strov zly against the whole
Catholic body, who were perfectly in-
nocent in the matter, so that ho might
have an excuse for introducing into
Parliament stiill more oppressive laws
than were already in force ; and this
he did ; and so pleased was he with the
success of his plans that King James
used afterward to call the 5:h of Nov,
*'Cecil's holiday.”

It is here further to be remarked that
Lord Monteagle, & Catholic peer, ten
days before the assemblage of parlia-
ment, received a warning to absent
himself, as a terrible blow was impend
ing. The fact that he at once laid the
letter thus received before Cecil and
the King showed that the Catholic body
had no complicity in the conspiracy.
On the contrary, the Catholic Lords
and Commoners were in as muchdanger
a8 the Protestants, as no one but Lord
Monteagle received such & notice. In
fact there is good reason to believe thay
this notice was sent to Liord Monteegle
from Cecil bimself, who wished to im.
plicate him and other Catholics, but
the plan did not work, as Lord Mont-
eagle at once revealed what he knew
of the marter. This made it uselees to

eudeavor to implicate others, and no

more such letters were sent.

It 1s generally stated by Protestant
historians thet the first knowledge of
the plot was gained through the letter
to Lord Monteagle, If this version of

the history be correct, it wasdue to the ;

ioyaly of a Calbo'ic that the catastro
phy was averted, and very pooily was
he compensated for hisflde!lity, whereas
the event was mada a pretext for great-
er gseverity than ever in the anti Cath-
olic pens! laws.

As we have here treated this matter
at soms length, it will be necassary to
take some notice of the fact that Father
Henry Garnett, the Superior of the
Jesuits, was among those executed for
complicity in the plot.  Does not this
show that the Catholic Church was im-
plicated in {t? we are
asked.

To this we answer that at a time
when all priests were subjact to the
death penalty merely for belog in the
country, it was not diffizult to find a
pretext on which to execi's Father
Garnett. He was in no was an accom
plice in the plot, aud there was no
proof implicating him. The most that
was laid to his charge was that Cates
by had concu'ted Father Garnett as to

sometimes

the lawfulness of taking vengeance on
theKing andParliament for the iniquit

own | (13 laws which were in force against
| Catholica.

Father Garnett hed dis-
approved of a'l plans of vengeance,
and had even gone to the trouble of
obtaining the theological opinion of

o) o) T A0 i)

18 Pope and of the Gensral of the
Jesult order in regard to such plang,
which were nnhesitatingly condemned
both by the Pope and the General.

Father Garnett was not aware of
what was intended, though it appears
he was made aware uonder the strict
secrecy of the confessional that cer-
tain persons were {inclined to wven-
geance, but he had no knowledge that
they would attempt to put any such
designs Into execution, This is evi-
dent from his letters, which have been
preserved.

Oa July 24 he wrote to the General
of the Jesuits that he had on four dif-
ferent occasions prevented a disturb-
ance, and that he balieved he should
still be able to hinder any outbreak,
unless that (beyond his control) the
Catholics of sgome particular province
should rise in insurrection in which
they might be joined by those in other
provinces, ‘* for,” he continued :

‘“ There are not a few who cannot be
strained by the bare command of his Holi-
ness. These persons protest that no priest
shall henceforth be privy to their designs,
and they complain more especially of us
(the Jesuits) and even some of our friends
join in this complaint, that we oppose an
obstacle to their success,”

On August 23 he wrote again :

‘* For anything we can see, Catholics are
quiet, and _likely to continne their old pa-
tience, and to trust to the King and his son
to remedy all in time,”

This is the last evidence available
to show that Father Garnett had any
knowledge of any insurrectionary in-
tentions, and even g0, the only knowl.
edge he had of the matter was to the
effact that such intentlons, if they had
exlsted, were no longer entertained.

In any case, it was Impogsible for
him to use knowledge obtained through
the confessional ounly to betray those
who consulted him on a matter of con-
science.

There are two lessons taught us by
all the saints of God. The one is that
they and we, religious and secular, as
our names may be, are bound, by law
of our supernatural existence, to love
each other's perfection ; the other is
that we rejoice in each other's works.

THE CENTENARY OF THE 80CI-
ETY OF THE SACRED HEART.

—
Mother Madeleine--Sophle Barat, its
Foundress.

The hlstory of the Soclety of the
Sacred Heart 18 coeval with that of the
Nineteenth Century, begun, as it wag,
on the eve of it. Its development ig
one of the marvels of an »ge of rapid
growth allke in the epiritual and the
material orders.

It has averaged four foundations a
year, since now, on the eve of its first
centenary, it counts four hurdred con-
vents. Thus does it rival the early
glorles of the Order of S: Benedict,
and it bas even a wider field than {t
had at the outset wherein to plaut ite
sturdy saplings.

Convents of the Sacred Heart are
epread all over Europe and North and
South America.

The Society kas crossed ‘*the sum-
mer of the world '"to plant itself in
Australia and New Zsaland It is
known in Asia and Africa. Bat such
is the fidelity of the Order to its primi.
tive spirit and customs, that passing
from an American convent to an Eng-
lish or Irish one, and thence to Paris,
or to Athens, or to Sydney, New South
Waleg, one finds but a duplicate of the
mother home and family ways, set
against a new landscape.

The Soclety of the Sacred Heart is
fouuded primarily for the education of
the children of the nobility or the
wealthier classes, though the scope of
its labors includes schools for the chil-
dren of the people, end at need, crphan

chools, and schools for the deaf-mutes

Its convents are ordinarily edifices
in" great architectural baauty, with
tnoble churches attached, recalling the
ptately minsters with which the
daughters of St. Scholastica adorned
the face of Earops in by gone days

To gay nothing of the famous houses
1ig Frauce, the motheriand of the
j Order, we ueed but call in our own

iand, the famiiler names of Manhat
tauvilie, K2nwond, Edean Hall, 8t
Michael's—to bring bafore the eye:

visions of religious loveliness, and
sweet traditions of plety and scholar
ship.

Like the Jesuits in their infinence
cn Jboyheed, the Nang of the Sacred
Heart, whose rule is modell2d on that

of St. Ignatius Loycla, have a wonder-
ful gift for attracting feminine youth,
to form it to virtue.

The hictory of thelr schocls, where-

ever established, is largcly the history
of fam!lies of honor in the State and
in the Church; apnd the
going out from them has helped to
keep home and social life pure and
sweet

Yet, a huudred vears ago, these
four hundred couvents, this mul:itude
of consecrated virgins, these myriads
of pupils of every nation and tongue,
this distinetion, wealth, and ivfluence
that inhere in the very name of the
Society as a corperate body, were only
in the germ in the brain and heart of
the young daughter of & humble vine
dresser of an obscure French village.

Saven years before, for the fruitful
eins of thoee who sowed the wind, the
whirlwind broke on I'rance, and the
visible Church was all but obliterated
from the land, The court of the Four-
teenth aud the Fifteenth Louis rivalled
the iniquities of the courts of Pagan
Rome. The nobility were oftimes for-
gotful of humanity in their dealing
with their fellow-mortals of low estates

God suffered the ontreged people to
arise in their wrath égnlnst both.
Alag ! that the people in wicked Paris,
at least, lost sight of God, or tested
Him by their cruel feliow-man,

When at last, the ruin was cleared
away, and the Church began her work
of reconstruction, God brought down
the eyes of the proud by ralsing up
examples and teachers for the nation
from among the lowly.

Conspicuous among those was the
child of the plain people, Madcleine
Sophie Barat, destlued to receive the
religious cbedience of princesses, and
to train the daughters at lordly houses
in the waye of learning and virtue.

But the daughter of the vipe-dresser
was lowly only in herorigin, A< King
Cophetua adorned the poor maiden of
his choice with his own cloth of gold

¥ and jawels for her espousals, go did the

King of kings adorn this child of His
Heart with the choicest gifts of pereon,
character, and mind,

She was fair to lock upon and most
delicate aund fascinating in ail her
ways ; yet to her feminine daintiness
and charm, she joired a man’s robust
latellect and capacity for prolonged
mental application. She had a horror
for the slightest untruth ; and her
humility was real, because founded in
justice.

She was trained to domestic duties,
Itke her glorious countrywoman, Joan
of Arc, and her strong and brilifant in-
tollect might never have had its meet
development were it not that she
found a tutor in her elder brother and
godfather.

Louis Barat was studying for the
priesthood in that troubled last decade
of the eighteenth century in France.
Daring his vacations and occastonal
enforced retirement in his parents’
house, he applied himself to the train-
ing of bis sister’'s mind, grounding her
not only in the usual branches of edu-
cation, but in the sciences and in
Latin and Greek,

As soon as some degree of quietude
had descended on Paris, he took her
thither, and gave her a siill severer
training in learning and virtue, fo
that, when on Nov. 21, 1800, she con-
sccrated herself with her companions
to the Sacred Heart of Oar Lord, being
then not quite twenty-one years of age,
she was what would be called even in
these days of female colleges, & learned
woman,

In less than a yesr, the building com-

iofluence*

NOVEMBER 17, 1800,

. B

munity were acked to take charge ol
little boardivg echool, fo Amier
which had been declinivg steadd
under {is previcus management, T
year also brought the Soclety two
Its mcet votable early membera, Gey
vieve Deshayes and Henrlette Groz!
The scheol in Amiens had been

charge of the aunt of the latter. T
puplis were diverso ranks in 1
through perhaps the ‘' well-born,’
he world bas it, were in the majord

The school was reconstructed on
very advanced plan--for those days
and Madame Sopuie Barat wis plac
in charge of the higher classes. 1
religious were at that time known
“‘Ladies of the True Faith” or *'Lad
of Chrietian Ingtruction,” the name &
emblems of the Sacred Heart—to wh
they had made thelr congecraiion, bel
coneldered ceditious, as they were
emblems of the Vendéeans !

The house was poor and sme !l
best of it as well as the best of eve
thing ¢lse, was given over to
pupils, and the nuns endured gr
hardehips in fcllowing their voecati

In 1802 Sophie Barat, then scarc
twenty-three years of age, and
youngest member of the commun!
was chosen Mother Superior by
votes of her Sisters. The declsion
anupounced 1o her by the veners
Father Varin, who had been the fos
father of the litils Iustitute, ag he
also of that other teaching order,
Sisterhcod of Notre Dame, foun
abou! the same time

Scarcely was the gifted daughte:
the vine-dregser installed as ** Motk
than the daughters ot the old uobi
of ¥rance hastened to become ber «
&ten in the modest convent at Ami
We find the names of Mlle. du Ter
of the family of the Chevalier Bays
of Mlle. Ca'herine de Cherbonnel
Juesne, ¢f & grand old family of Ve
Philltppine Duchesue, afterwards
‘otncress Of the order in Awer
Euphrosyne Jouve, her vlece,
many olhers,

Meantime, ibe 1ame of thu ~an
teachers grew ; their services wer
dently sought, and new houses ¥
opencd. By the year 18006, it was
dent that the form of government of
goctety and 1{ts rules and constitut

must be defiuftely fixed, and mus!
these befitting a work with a g
future. Tols was duly done urder

direction of Father Varin. The ¢
ticn of a Mother Geuneral resultec
the choice of Madame Barat, b
mejority of nne vote

Father Varin then withdrew him
irem the government of the instit
and it remalos ever since in the Chi
amonument of the administrative :
ity of women, which would surpas
its calm reality the wildest claims w
certain non Catholic women w
make for practical recognition in
line. Think of the general gov
ment of four hundred egtablishme
scattered over the world, and repre:
ing au cducational apostolate am
every pationality, rack and condi!
in the hands of one woman and
counsellors. Thiok of the human
dom required for the admiuistrat
of these vast temporalities greater
those of any anclent Abbess, who
also ruler of vast estates. Thin

ritual wisdom reqaired for

ing of holy disciplineinp
tentment, amoug & bod

womoen of far more than average
ture and intellectual abllity. T
of the mental breadth and flaxib
demanded for the chief direction ¢
theca echoole and pious confratern

Yet, the vasl. gystem moves wit
a jar ; the ranks depleted by d
are filled promptly, aud the societ
larges it3 borders without effort,
all this wonderful work was but
by a daughter of the people, who
little more then a girl when a ful
of authority scarcely ever before
ceded to a womao, was put int
slender hands

She exercised ber offize for fifty:
years, cv until her death, in
She was spared, therefore, to wor
all her ideas, to perfect all her p
and seo the world-wide gpread of
Society

What was the secret of her m:
lous success ? It may be found i
watch words — ‘‘Courage and (
dence.” It may be found furth
her self «ffacement

With the Blcssed Mother of G
the Maguificat, sho would say :
that i3 mighty hath done great tl
in me."”

Ske loved her own low estate,
was happy when anyone remem
the cotiage at Joigny, and the ht
line from which she had sp
Space falls us to epeak of the swee
and maguetism of her virtues,
were based on His Who had
‘“When I am lifted up, I shall
all hearts to Myself.”

Heor panegyric will be pres
from many altars on the centens
her Soctety. The Church has 1
to set its eeal upon the heroism c
virtues, and she has already th
of Venerable. May her Beatifi
come as an early glory in thes
centenary of her Order.—K. E
Boston Pilot.

FEAST OF THE PRESENTA’

November 21,

The Presentation of our Blessed
is & mystery full of beauty, yotab
which can hardly be called its ow
is a lovely sight in truth to see.
18 the miraculous maiden of three
old, mounting the temple step:
the gravity and dignity of agd
offering herself to the House o
with the full use of the most co
hensive and majestic intelli
which the world had ever known
at that early age.— Father Fabe

bt sl

The first rule of Christian charit:
believe no evil if we have not seen i
be silent if we have seen it.




