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To the Clergy, Secular and Regular,
to the Religious Communities,
and to all the Faithful through-
out Canada, Health and Benedic~
fion in the Lord. .

Dearly Beloved Brethren:

The Church in Canada has held her
first Plenary Council, Assembled in
the ancient
where still vibrate the echoes of the
never-to-be-forgotten celebration of
its third centenary, grouped about
the tomb where rest, in the Semin-
ary’s pious keeping, the venerated
remains of the first Bishop of Que-
bec, your chief pastors have calmly
studied together, one in mind and
heart, how best to advance in this
country the influence of Gwod’s
Church and the good of immortal
souls. After having confided their J
deliberations to the guidance of the |
Holy Ghost, and called ‘to their con- |
sultations men most noteworthy for |
erudition, wisdom and piety, they |
have enacted such decrees as they f
judged to be most conducive to the |
spiritual welfare of the faithful com- |
mitted to their care. |
These decrees, after having been
submitted to the supreme authority
of Rome, will be made public, to be
thenceforward a guide for your faith
and a rule for your conduct. But,
in the meantime, it §is our desire,
Dearly beloved Brethren, at once to
open our hearts to you, in gratitude
for the fervent prayers you have
sent up to heaven to draw down
God’s blessings on our all-important |

favors, by accomplishing ever more |
faithfully His holy will.

In this Pastoral Letter, which
complements the work of the Coun- |
cil, we unite our voices and our |
hearts to offer you a solemn attes-
tation of our affection and solici-
tude, and to sow in your minds the
seeds of good counsel. It is theen-
tire Canadian Hierarchy that now
addresses you. Receive, therefore,
with respect, and meditate with
care, these its teachings, which are |
dictated by a greatlove for your
souls, and have for object your high-
est spiritual interests. |
Taking our inspiration from the |
admirable programme which Pius X. |
traced for himself at the outset o ‘
his pontificate, and convinced with |
him that there is no salvation for |
either individual or society, that
does not rest on that foundation
“which is laid; which is Christ
Jesus’’ we join our voice to his in
exhorting you to “‘re-establisn all
things in Christ’’ und %o engrave the
indellible impress of His spirit upon
your private, your domestic, and
your social life.

|
i
|

I

THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT IN PRI-
VATE LIFE.
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the name of Christian is to 0
stantly endeavor to reproduce in his
own life the essential features ol the
life of the Sawiour. To the fulfil-
ment of this we are exhorted by the
Apostle, ‘‘that,’”” as he says, ‘‘the
life also of Jesus may be made ma-
pifest in our mortal flesh.”
We beg of you, Dearly

Beloved Brethren, to earnestly re-
flect upon the meaning of these
words and to accept with generosi-

ty their practical conglusions.

1. THE MODEL OF THE CHRIS-
TIAN LIFE.

The most important of these con-
clusions is that you must make spe-
cial efforts to become intimately ac-
quainted with the model offered for
your imitation. St. Paul beseeches
the Corinthians to be his followers,
he also is a follower of Christ.

as
But . he points out thal to
win that title, he had de-

yoted himself to corstant agudy of
‘ﬂu Divine Model, w:w’ with '.rug
postolic pride, ‘‘When 1 came
';ou ST ju'dged not myself to
know anything among you but Jesus
| Christ, and Him Crucified.’”
R

" Medit well this lesson, Dearly
| Beloved Brethren, in order to fully
¢ necessary it is for Chris-

the life of Our l..or't:t
they may ‘enabled to pro!
example. Alas, it is t:::

‘ﬁéﬂlers, of First Plenary Council Issue a Mes-
Solicitude to the Faithful.

City of Champlain, |

| vine flame, and you will have
| incentive to adorn your souls more | Christ our Saviour, who still

| make so grand and beautiful

Obedience, the handmaid of  hu-
mility, constitutes the second  dis-
tinguishing mark of the Christian
spArit. Iu is a virtue dear above
all others to the Heart of Jesus,
since He made it play such an ime
portant part in His own life. The

Gospel summarizes the greater part
of the mortal life of the Saviour in
these few simple words: ‘““He was
subject to them,” and the Apostle
St. Paul finds no eulogy for Him
more beautiful or more expressive
then this: ‘‘obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross.””

The demon, offspring and victim
of the first revolt, spares no efforts
to drag mankind after him, both in
the fault that proved his own des-
truction and in the chastisement
with which he is eternally stricken.
The undying enemy of Christ, he
knows no other ambition than to
snatch from Him the souls reclaim-
ed by the Cross; exiled from Heaven,
he bitterly determined to lead astray

™

eﬁort.s are made to keep in the pro-
per light His divine figure, His coun-
sels, and precepts, His blessing and
His perfections?

| And yet, more pronounced
| ever becomes the necessity to

than
him
who would live by faith and be a
real Christian, of seriously entering
into the school of Christ, and of
| learning from Him both the theory
;und the practice of wisdom. Hell,
though unable to prevail against the
Son of God, lets loose against Him

|a]l its f{lry, and madly strives to |all those who set forward towards
n_mke Him unrecognizable in the | it in holy hope; and he finds no
ys-lgh'. of men. Following the long |more effective instrument for his
line of heresies by which the agents |perverse designs than the spirit of

‘of evil have

| so often attempted |disobedience. Alas, that he has suc-
1 throu‘ghout the ages to travesty His ! ceeded in poisoning with that evil
doctrine, behold these recent years 'spirit so great a number of Chris-

tians.
It ¥s an indisputable fact that the
most widespread evil of our day is

have brought forth an error, which
is an aggravated embodiment of all
the rest, designed to attack the very
person of the Divine Redeemer. that of false independence and insub-

Under the plea of representing 'ordination The Holy Spirit teaches
Christ to us in a new light, more 'us that all lawfully ‘(‘nnslit.utwl au-
in conformity with human science, | thority comes from God: “‘There is
the so-called Modernfists portray for 'no power but from God,” and shows

| Rev. Father Morriscy
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“A few words as to the merits of your Catarrh Cure,
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A Combined Treatment
That Really Cures
Catarrh.

Canadian weather, with its
extreme cold and sudden changes,
gives almost every one Catarrh,
and makes it hard to cure, Some
recommend internal remedies—
some external applications.

Father Morriscy used both —
tablets to be taken three or four
times a day to invigorate the
system, purify the blood, and

help it throw off the disease, and

a soothing, healing, antiseptic
salve to be applied inside the

This combined treatment known as

“Father Morriscy’s No. 26”

attacking the disease from within and without, soon cures.
Mr. A. C. Thibodeau, General Merchant in Rogersville, N.B., writes on

For the

lad to say has

Don’t trifle with Catarrh—cure it with Father Morriscy’s No, 26,
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us but an unseemly caricature of 'that consequently stance to au-
the Saviour. In contemplating this ' thority means r tance to @od:
repulsive mockery we may indeed | ‘“‘Therefore he that resisteth the
sorrowfully repeat the words of Isa- 'power, resisteth the ordinance of
ias inspired by the prophetic vision  God.”” Now, authority seems in our

of the Messiah in the hour of ~His day intolerable to many. They de-
passion:  ‘““We have seen him and ;mnnrl liberty uncontrolled by autho- |
there was no sightliness that we |rity, forgetting that such liberty is

should be desirous of him.’’ rinordinate and destructive.
Far -other is the Christ whom the ‘I‘”““\" of evading rule which
Church adores, and whom the Gos-  find irksome, they lapse into license
pels and tradition represent to us. ,and throw themselves headlong into
the God made man, Who came upon _degrading slavery to greed and pas- |

Under
they |

labors. These prayers have been | earth as the true light, and who sion.
heard, as we have amply experienced founded with His blood an institu- Nor is the authority of Jesus
in the sustaining effects of the di- | tior, divine like Himself, by means Christ and of His Church free from
vine protection. Jesus Christ, who | of which He continues to teach all the effects of that spirit of insubor-
has promised to be wherever two |truth to mankind Vicar of that dination: at times through ignorance,
or three should be gathered toge- Christ on earth, the Holy Father at times even designedly and with
ther in His name, has manifestly | calls upon us to re-establish in Him 'malice, attempts are made to re-
blessed by His presence those solemn | our whole life, and, to that end, strict the rights of those who com- |
assemblies in which bishops and | to fix well in our minds an impres- mand in the name of God, and the
priests, animated by the spirit of | sion of Him that corresponds to the disciplinetand laws of the Church
that Divine Master, entertained mno reality. Read frequently the Holy are called into question with an in-
other ambition but to exalt His | Gospels in the approved text; read dependence which is all the more re-
work and to extend His kingdom. also some of the excellent histories grettable when it springs from a |
Your petitions will now, !hvre—“’f Our Lord’s life that may be re- , falsc education |
fore, be succeeded by thanksgiving, commended to you by your pastors; | It us remind you, Dearly Belov-
in uniop with ours; with us you ]lﬁ"j“ attentively, and with a lively ed Brethren, that the mission of |
will glorify God, who has just given ; Spirit of faith, to the sermons the Church fqnl‘mus‘; from no human
us so touching a proof of His boun- I”“’ﬂ('!\“‘l for your instruction and power. but from Christ alone, who
ty. And, that your gratefulness be , teaching 'ﬂml qumplv of the Son of  has Shﬂmwl its character and set
not without fruit, you will strive to |God. His doctrine and His life will | forth its scope in these words : |
be more and more worthy of His | a8 a result, be reflected in your be- “‘Gmng, therefore, teach ye all na-
lief and in your habits. You will | tions. .teaching them to observe !

draw your light directly from the di- lall things whatsoever T have com-
an \mnndl‘d you.”'i Tt is that same Jesus
lives
in His Church’ and continues to |
|sponk to you by the mouth of His
ministers, to whom He has said: |
““He that heareth you, heareth me; |
and he that despiseth you, despiseth |

and more with those qualities which
the
soul of Jesus Christ.

2. CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES |

OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. Me.”’
el l Christians who have lost their
Christian life, Dearly Beloved Bre- | grasp on these elementary principles |
thren, has its outward manifes- ' are indeed greatly to be pitied. We |

tation in assistance at public services
of religion, in the frequentation of
the sacraments, and in the practice
of acts which lend to human con-
duct a complexion of integrity and
honesty. These exterior appearances,
however, do not constitute life; in-
deed, they may go hand in hand

know quite well that they succumb |
to pernicious influences, the fulness |
of whose malice they do not realize. ‘
| The storm of revolt that sweeps |
over modern society, shakes convic- |
{tions hitherto reputed firm, and ‘
| weakens in otherwise generous souls
respect for the most sacred things |

with death. ‘““Thou hast the name of | and persons. Self-styled friends of |
being alive, and thou art dead.” |the people strive to convince them |
says the Apostle St. John to the |that the yoke of the Church is too |
Angel of the Church of Sardis. | heavy on their shoulders, and that

To live the life of a Christian, | the influence which religious autho-

then, means to have the spirit of |rity secks to assume over them is
Jesus Christ. -““If any man,” says |intrusive and unwarrantable.
St. Paul, ‘“have not the spirit of | Prominent among the qualities

It is | with which the Church has been en-
na- | dowed by her Divine Founder is the
ture of the Christian spirit. is |fact that she is a nursery of dis-
an aggregation of intellectual and !cipline and obedience. It is as a re-

moral qualities and habits that in- [sult of this that she maintains such

Christ, he is none of His.”
easy to deduce from this the
It

cline us to think, feel and act in a |wonderful and fruitful union among
manner conformable to the thoughts | her children, and scatters her path
sentiments and actions of Jesus | through the ages with works that
Christ Himself. We find this clear- |perish not. Upon her fall the bles-

ly epitomized in the exhortation of 'sings promised by God to Abraham:
the Apostle: ‘‘Let this mind be in |“In thy seed shall all the nations

you which ‘was also in Jesus : of the earth be blessed, because thou
Christ,”” (Phil. II, 5.) Ehast obeyed My voice.”” If the va-
If you carefully study the life of 'rious sects which have separated

the Saviour, if you search, beneath |themselves from her, though not
the letter of the Gospel, for the Spi- | wanting in noble souls and generous
rit of the Master,—which should be |impulses, exhaust their forces in end-
that of the disciple—you will very !less divisions and useless quarrels, it
soon discover that the sayings and  is not owing to the fact that, be-
actions by which this spirit makes ! ing themselves the fruit of disobedi-
itself known to us, in no wise agree 'ence, they are of necessity incapable
with those inspired by the spirit of 'of teaching and reducing to practice
the world. Between the two there |

is unalterable opposition, and it is a 1 &
fatal error to assume that they may | Trou ble WIth
the Stomach

be joined and mingled together in
Th.t cau only be cared when liver and kidney

one’s conduct. “No man can serve
two masters,” (Matt. VI., 24)says

are set right by DR. A. W. CHASE\':‘S
BIUNEY agd LIVER PILLd

our Divine Lord, and you are well
aware how relentlessly He upbraided
the spirit of the world. :

Place yourselves, therefore, dear-
ly beloved Brethren, in the school of
the Divine Master, to be there fully
imbued with His spirit. - It is customary to put all the re-

He will begin by teaching  you | gousibility on the su?ma,ch for
humility: ‘Learn of Me, becausc | digestion and its accompanying dis-
am meek and humble of heart,”” Hu- ' . ' iortg.

| pers of the Church of

| dience to Him and to all

most wicked passions; the disinclina-

| found for evading the penances

| ed pervades

in-*

this virtue essentially proper to true
children of God? |

Be glad, Dearly Beloved Brethren,
that it is your privilege to be mem-
God, which
esteem  obe-
who exer-
cise authority in His name. Take a

holds in such high

firm hold upon her teaching on this
point, and put it faithfully into
practice. Then only may you be
truly said to live by the life of

| Christ. He will reign in you, since
through you He will continue to
fulfil His mission, which is to do

the will of His Father.

The spirit of Christ is moreover
one of self-denial and of sacrifice. It
inspires courage to walk in the royal
road of the Cross, and to respond
with generosity to this appeal of the
Master: ‘“If any man will come af-
ter Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow Me.”’

Many Christigns, wnen they hear
or read that declaration, find it
hard. It grates harshly amid the
enervating chorus of wordly dis-
course, and outlines a prospect  of
life in which the customs of our day |
find little place. The love of (-..m,|
| fort, the eager quest of pleasure, |
| the-dread of pain and an unremit- i

ting vigilance to ward it off, these |

are the deeply distinctive features of |
| modern society. To be convinced of |
this it suffices to note the eéver-in- |

creasing importance given to amuse- |
ments of every kind; the alarming |
growth of luxury which swallows up
the fruits of labor and enflames the

tion to be reconciled with one’s lot,
and to bear with the afflictions and
trials permitted by God; and finally
the ease with which pretexts are
en-
joined by the Church. A sensualism
ever more exacting and "more refin-
the customs of living,
and subverts the Gospel spirit. What
mankind seems to aspire is a
Christianity without penance, a for-
giveness without atonement, and a
Heaven without Calvary.

This, Dearly Beloved Brethren, will

Lo

not be your mode of action. Show
yourselves always to be true dis- |
ciples of the Divine Victim of the |
Cross. Remember that the Gospel |
is inseparable from the Cross, and !
that “‘the kingdom of Heaven suf-

fereth violence,”” and conm-quvmly‘\
accept with cheerful hearts the law
of penance, which for sinful man is
a law of resurrection and of life. |

8. THE SOURCES OF THE CHRIS- l
TIAN LIFE.

But to reduce to practice these \
virtues which are the choicest
adornment of Christian souls, the

wihll must be strengthened, by secur-
ing for its support the power of
God Himself. This is the office of

Dearly Beloved Brethren, to accord
to it the place it should occupy in
your lives. It is good and useful
for the Christian to lay aside from
time to time his earthly occupations
lift his thoughts to God, and re-
fresh his soul witn heavenly dis~
course. It is in this holy inter-
course that the soul is more fully
emancipated from sin, tastes the
sweet condescension of the Lord, re-

mility is the fundamental virtue

of i
. 3 ‘L'las 1s all wrong, for almost al-
th;hCh;i‘i::tim life; . i . ways the liver and kidneys are to
9 \dam debased humanity | blazae, and you find among the
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of Godi i the l“:l °.'mmm." !Dr. A. W. Chase s iidney and Liver
humility in | pig will regulate the liver,  kid-
Fidual soul, neys and bowels and get the diges-
tive system into good working or-
der. :
| If you are in earnest about a cure,
don’t bother any more with mere
aids to digestion, but rid the whole
system of poisonous impurities by
using Dr. A. W. Chase’s Kidney and
Liver Pills, and you will know
once again the pleasure of living
4 medicine gets at the ca

| vives its hopes and emphasizes its
| good resolutions. The man who has
fervently prayed understands his
. duties better and filfils them with
greater courage. He permits him-
gelf neither to be cast down by
trials nor enervated by pleasures.
Temptation finds him watchful and
‘alert; he is a soldier fully armed,

ready for battle and certain of vic-

tory.
* Among
promote the increase of faith

“in souls there
than all the
sapecinlly

s, one more
rest, and

| living bread which came down

| guests

|wnyﬂ ready.
| meek and loving King that the ban-

‘the pious practices thu;: B B
and | T
the re-establishment of Jesns Christ

dication  of His intention. ‘“The
bread that 1 will give, is my flesh,
for the life of the world.”” "1 am the
from

heaven-" and, since bread is intended
Lo be caten, He adds: “'If any man
jeat of this bread he shall live for-
ever,’ Nothing could be clearer or
more conviucing than these words.
I'hey should constitute the supreme

and guiding rule of every Christian
life.  On the one side, are under
obligation to preserve, increase and
bring to perfection the supernatural
life which was imparted to our
souls by baptism, and which should
reach its state of perfect fruition in
1 en; on the other, we have the
i rance of Jesus Christ Our Lord
that that life can be sustained only
by the Kucharistic food. We cannot
but conclude, therefore, that the par-
taking of the Sacrament the Ku-
charist is an imperative necessity to
the true Christian. For him its use
or neglect resolves itself into a ques-
tion of spiritual life or death. "'Ex-
cept you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man, and drink His blood, you shall
have life in you.”

It is not, then, surprising that
the Church, to which is entrusted the
mission of preserving the life of the

has always cherished an ar-
zeal to attract the faithful to
Holy Table. Trained in the
school of the Apostles, the

Christians held it a necessity,
as an honor, to be daily
at that hallowed banquet.
With their eyes of faith they saw
that the soul as well as the body
was in need of its daily bread, to
sustain it against collapse on the
way to Heaven; and on each day the

we

of

not

soul,
dent
the

very
first
as well

Divine Master nourished with His
IFlesh and Blood all those who so
eagerly desfired to take their life
from His.

Alas, how far short we are of
that primitive fervor! So great

has become the indifference of Chris-
tians towards this Divine repast,
that the Church has been placed in
the painful necessity of obliging her
children to receive Holy Communion
at least once a year. And in our
days not a few are satisfied with
merely obeying that commandment,
and even have to be driven, as it
were by foree, to the august Table,
where Jesus distributes the Bread of
Life. The feast, however, is al-
It is the wish of our

quet-hall be filled, and, as in the
iospel parable, He sends His ser-
vants everywhere to make the guests
come in.
Four
Church

Catholic
was

years ago the
all over the world

'aroused by a soul-stirring and pas-

sionate appeal in the Master’s name.
Interpreting the sentiments of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, our much-

prayer. To pray is to associate joyed Pontiff Pius X. made a su-
God to .. s life, to clothe onmeself preme effort to revive the holy tra-
with His- mnipotence, to put on (itions of the early ages. By a
His anmor, according to the ex- pold and truly apostolic stroke he
pressive words of the Apostle. In proke down all the obstacles that a
the supernatural order, our soul’s pertinacious Jansenism and too
life looks to grace alone for sup- parrow theological construction had
port, and grace is granted to him gept arrayed on the path to the
who asks for it. Prayer is, there- yoly Table. 2
fore, the paramount duty of the

children of God. We beg of you, | ( Continued on page 5.) .
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