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SPEECH OF THE WEEK IN IRELAND
Mr. John Redniond's Arraignment of the Imperial Policy- 

The Great Work of the Irish Parliamentary Party.

THE IRISH PARTY.— During a 
recent visit to Arklow Mr. John 
Redmond, M.P., chairman of the 
Irish Parliamentary Party, deliver
ed an eloquent and practical speech, 
from which we take the following ex
tracts. He said

I have come here to-day to ask 
the people of this County of Wick
low to do their share, and to im
press upon them if I can that the 
success of the work which is going, 
on in the name of Ireland in the 
House of Commons depends almost 
entirely upon the efforts of the Irish 
people at home. Let me say to you 
the work which is being done in the 
House of Commons by the reunited 
Irish Party is a great work, but it 
cannot lead to ultimate success un
less it is backed up and supported 
by the masses of the people of Ire
land. Now, you may ask what is 
the work upon which we are engaged 
in an attempt to prove to the intel
lect of the people of England and 
Great Britain the absolute neces
sity of conceding to Ireland the 
right of self-government. We are 
attempting to prove that in more 
ways than one. First of all, I say 
that our action jn Parliament this 
year has proved to every impartial 
man in Great Britain the absolute 
inability of the English Parliament 
to govern Ireland wisqly or well. 
You know that the plea of those 
who have opposed Home Rule has 
been this—that an English Parlia
ment, constituted as the present Par
liament is, is willing and is able to 
legislate wjsely and well for Ire
land. Now. I say, the experience of 
this session alone has proved the 
utter falsify and worthlessness of 
that plea.

LAND PURCHASE.—I-et me take 
three examples of great grievances 
of this country, which affect the 
whole well-being of our nation, which 
aie admitted to be grievances by 
England and by English statesmen 
of all parties in the House of Com
mons, and which yet the English 
Parliament is unable to remedy. 
First of all, take the land. We claim 
that the only possible settlement of 
the land question is by a scheme of 
universal sale and purchase, whereby 
the people may in the course of a 
few weeks or months all over Ire
land be transformed from tenant- 
farmers to being owners. Now, we 
believe that that can only be done 
by a system of compulsion. Our 
political opponents do not believe in 
compulsion but they admit the 
grievance; they admit all of them 
that this land question cannot be 
settled except by the tenantry be
coming owners: and the Government 
say to-day that they have already 
prepared' a Bill which they hope on 
the lines of voluntary purchase will 
enable this question to be settled. 
But. while they say that they find 
themselves unable to introduce that 
Bill, they say they have not the 
time to do it, and the result is that 
the great grievance, which affects 
not merely the farmers, but the la
borers, the artisans, the workers, 
the traders, business men in everv 
part of Ireland, must remain unre
dressed, because, forsooth, the Eng
lish Parliament has not the time 
and has not the ability, to remove 
it.

ER CO.,

A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY. 
Take another case, the case of uni
versity education for the Catholic 
masses in this country. Here, again, 
is an instance where English states
men of all parties—the best of them 
at any rate—agree that there is a 
grievance affecting Ireland which de
mands immediate treatment. We 
know that it is a grievance which 
affects the whole future of our coun
try. What we are asking for is not 
another university for the rich, for 
the privileged classes; we are asking 
for a poor man’s university, such as 
the universities in Scotland, where 
the intelligent youth sprung from 
the masses of the people may be 
able to obtain that training in 
science and in technical arts which 
qualify him to complete upon equal 
terms with the youth of other 
countries. All English statesmen of 
eminence admit that grievance: yet 
this session we again have had the 
declaration, that because of the 
want of time, because of the difB-. 
culties of English parties, these 
grievances cannot be redressed.

THE INDUSTRIAL QUESTION — 
And only the other night we had a 
discussion in the House of Commons 
bpon an Irish grievance which, I 
venture to say. in one shape or an
other, touches every man of every 
class in Ireland. The indus
trial prosperity of the country 
depends very largely upon tho facil

ity and the cheapness of transit. 
The industrial prosperity of every 
country depends upon the facilities 
given to bring the products of its 
industry to the best markets. But 
we in Ireland admittedly to-day are 
suffering from railway rates, which, 
judged by countries on the contin
ent and by America, are at the very 
least 50 per cent, too high, and 
Which have the effect of absolutely 
killing every effort to revive Irish 
industry. Well, this question was 
djscussed the other night in the 
House of Commons, and again we 
had from all sides of that House the 
confession that this was a serious 
grievance, affecting the whole well
being of Ireland, and the represent
ative of the Government told us 
that, while he admitted the griev
ance, he could hold out. no hope of 
a remedy, because, owing to the 
pressure of English business, owing 
to the difficulties of English parties, 
the time and the opportunité to in
troduce reform were denied to him.

OTHER GRIEVANCES. — Now, I 
mention those three instances to 
show you that the work we are do
ing in Parliament has conclusively 
proved to the mind of every impar
tial man the inability of the Eng
lish Parliament to govern Jrelamj 
wisely or Well. Here are three griev
ances of the most vital Character ad
mitted by English statesmen, and 
which yet cannot be redressed be
cause Parliament has not the abil
ity to redress them. And we are do
ing more than that. We are proving 
in that Parliament that not merely 
is the House of Commons to-day un
able to redress Irish grievances, but 
that it is unable to redress English 
grievances. This session of Parlia
ment has proved that, and the Eng
lish people themselves are beginning 
to find out that they must look in 
vain to the House of Commons for 
redress for the greatest of their own 
grievances. Take the case of educa
tion in England, take ttie case of 
temperance legislation in England, 
take the case of the housing of the 
poor in England, take the case of 
old age pensions for the English 
workers. I taJte these matters at 
hop-hazard, but not one of these can 
be dealt with by the English Parlia
ment, owing to the change that has 
come over the whole character of the 
House of Commons, and I say our 
action in London is therefore prov
ing to the world the inability of the 
House of Commons to govern Ire
land wisely and well, and the inabil
ity of the English Parliament, as at 
present constituted, to govern Eng- 
lurid itself. We are doing that with
out anything in the nature of ob
struction; we are doing that simply 
by the exercise of our constitutional 
right of fair and legitimate discus
sion. And I claim therefore for the 
Irish members that the first great 
duty they are performing, the first 
great benefit they are conferring up
on this country, is bringing home— 
by their constant and unremitting 
attention to every question that 
arises—the utter impossibility of 
continuing the present system of Par
liamentary Government, whether 
viewed from the point of view of the 
interests of Ireland or the interests 
of Great Britain.

Imperial Parliament for Australia, 
thereby admitting that it is impos
sible for one and the same assembly 
properly to look after local inter
ests, and what may be called Impe
rial interests. No. fellow-country
men, believe me that if the Irish 
Party arc not able at this moment 
to achieve for you as brilliant re
sults in .legislation, we are doing 
great work for the future of the 
National self-government of our 
country by directing the attention 
of the whole world to the utter and 
comp.ete breakdown of the House of 
Commons as both a local and Im- 
petial assembly. We are proving 
that the present state of things is 
an absyrd and an impossible one and 
for my part I feel convinced that if. 
with patience, with perseverance, 
and with courage, we continue on 
these lines the whole English people, 
not perhaps for love of Ireland, but 
for the sake of the proper Govern
ment of their own purely English 
affairs, will see that the House of 
Commons must be lightened of its 
burden, and that the management of 
Irish affairs must be committed to 
the Irish people, who understand 
them, and are the best qualified to 
manage them.

A PLEA FOR THE LEAGUE. — 
Now it may be said that that is not 
a verv hopeful view to take, not 
very, hopeful at any rate for the im
mediate future. Fellow-countrymen, 
it is here that the work of the peo
ple in Ireland comes in. The pro
cess to which I have alluded may go 
on for a long time. Yes, England, 
Scotland, and Wales may be content 
to jog along under the present sys
tem of an important and useless 
House of Commons for another gen
eration. and we in Ireland, with our 
diminishing population, with our

ver-' life blood ebbing ,roni us, may 
have to wait for the slow develop
ment of this idea which 1 have put 
before you to-day. It is here that 
the action of the Irish people comes 
in. If the Irish people are apathetic 
and careless—if the Irish people des
pair of the future, and make up 
their minds to let things drift — if 
the farmers of Ireland arc so care 
less on tdis question of purchase 
that they will not unite for their 
own protection—if the laborers of 
Ireland are so lukewarm about ob
taining free and happy homes for 
themselves in the future—if the trad
ers Ireland are so foolish as to 
allow their trade to slip away from 
them with the general and increas
ing want of prosperity in the coun
try—if the parents of children jn 
Ireland, and those who are respon
sible for the education of the young, 
are so criminal us to stand upon 
one side, and, so to speak, to boy
cott any National organization— if 
in other words Ireland be sunk in 
lethargy and in despair then I con
fess the prospect is hopeless, and no
thing that your members can do in 
Parliament, though they may point 
the right road, can bring that pres
sure and momentum to the National 
cause that will be necessary for its 
triumph in our time. But if the op
posite course is followed ; if the 
,armer, the laborer, the artisan, 
the trader, the business man, the 
professional man in Ireland will but 
join in the ranks of a great Nation
al organization such as the United 
Irjsh League, then I say to you. 
without any fear of my prophecy be
ing falsified, we will have it in our 
own power, with a great united or
ganization behind us, w th a great 
democratic, able and united party in 
Parliament. to make the mainten
ance of the present system of Gov
ernment in the country an absolute 
impossibility.

ARCHBISHOP RYAN’S SERMON.

HOME RULE.—If you think for a 
moment you will see the absurdity 
of the present system. There is work 
enough for a Parliament in England 
dealing with purely English affairs; 
there is work enough for a Parlia
ment in Scotland, dealing with pure
ly Scotch affairs; there is work 
enough for a Parliament in Wales, 
dealing with purely Wesh affairs : 
there is, God knows, work enough to 
be done here in Ireland by a Parlia
ment dealing with purely Irish af
fairs. And yet the present House of 
Commons is attempting to do the 
work of a Parliament of England 
for English local affairs, a Parlia
ment of Scotland for Scotch local 
affairs, a Parliament of Wales for 
Welsh local affairs, a Parliament of 
Ireland for purely Irish affairs ; and, 
above all, it is endeavoring to do 
the work of a great Imperial State 
governing the Imperial affairs of this 
great and bloated Empire. It is an 
absurdity and an Impossibility. No 
sueh system exists in the world; no 
Such system has existed sucessfully 
in the past history of the world. In 
America every State has its own 
Parliament dealing with purely local 
affairs, and then the Congress at 
Washington governs what would be 
called in this country the Imperial 
affairs of the whole nation. And in 
Australia what is the experience of 
the moment? Each of the self-gov
erning colonies has its own Parlia
ment dealing with its own local af
fairs. At the very moment when I 
am addressing you the heir appar- 

; to the English throne is in 
Australia opening may be called an

On the occasion of the conferring 
of the biretta on Cardinal Martinel- 
li, in the historic Cathedral of Bal
timore, one of the most gifted pul
pit orators in Ametica—Archbishop 
Ryan, of Philadelphia— delivered a 
powerful sermon. We cannot pretend 
to reproduce the full text of that 
masterly effort; but there are several 
portions of it, which cannot be al
lowed to pass unnoticed. After an 
exordium taken from the circum
stances of the occasion, His Grace, 
thus referred to the dignity of Car-

“The Cardinalate derives its great 
dignity from its intimate relations 
with the Sovereign Pontiff. As the 
King or President is the first man 
in the realm, and his official chief 
advisers come next to him in digni
ty and power, so these exalted offi
cials come next to the Pontiff. Rul
ing a kingdom far above all earthly 
principalities, a kingdom whose do
minion extends over intellects and 
hearts, into the sanctuaries of which 
earthly monarchs may not enter, the 
vicar of Jesus Christ calls around 
him, as aids in his administration, 
the wisest and best of his subjects 
and ennobles them by this selec-

“Any man who has studied the 
genesis of Christianity must be con
vinced that it was intended by the 
Founder to be an organized perma
nent institution, the prophesied 
kingdom of the Messiah in thisworld. 
As such Christ and His Apostles 
ever spoke of it. These Apostles 
were not merely to baptize and to 
preach, but to govern an institution 
Which Christ called His Church and 
which meant simply Christianity or- 
banized. He spoke of it and its qual 
ities under various parables, declar
ed that those who did not bear it 
should be regarded as the heathen 
and the publican. He spent fortv 
days after His resurrection instruct
ing His Apostles concerning this 
kingdom of God on earth.”

Peter, that thy faith fail not 
thou being converted, confirm 
brethren.' "

thv

Another striking passage is that 
in which the Archbishop spoke of 
the Pope’s power. He said

“We sometimes hear non-Catholics 
objecting that in the early ’ ages 
they find little evidence of the great 
Papa power of the Middle Ages and 
of to-day. But we must distinguish 
between power and the exercise of 
power. The power was always there, 
but from various circumstances it 
was not always publicly exercised. 
But whenever an occasion arose we 
find it wielded promptly and finally 
and without apology. It was ever 
the centre of unity and preserver of 
the deposit faith. The prayer of our 
Divine Lord was ever heard: ‘Simon, 
Simon, behold Satan hath sought 
you that he might sift you as wheat, 
but I have prayed for thee, that thv 
faith fail not, but thou being once 
converted, confirm thy brethren.' 
Vigilance as to the integrity and pu
rity of faith become the Pontiff’s 
first duty. His faith was to confirm 
that of his brethren and preserve 
them from being sifted ag wheat, be
coming the sport of the demon's 
temptations. Observe how in this 
important text our Lord first uses 
the plural number, ‘that he might 
sift you,’ that ie all of you, as 
wheat, ‘but I have prayed for thee.

After speaking of the Pope’s coun
sellors and of tne strong men need
ed to stem the tide of irréligion, he 
thus refers to the Church and state :

“No doubt the State has its rights 
in the matter of the education of its 
own subjects, but not to the exclu
sion of the rights of God and of pa
rents. Even among those who are 
otherwise quite orthodox there are. 
on this subject, false or doubtful 
principles which are dangerous 
though not actually condemned by 
the Church.

‘‘in this supremely important work 
the Pontiff is aided by jj, body of the 
most learned and observant men in 
the world, and even abstracting 
from Divine assistance it is more 
probable that he and they should be 
right than each of our individual 
judgments.”

Dealing with the enemies of reli
gion. he said about religious orders

"The religious orders, to one of 
the oldest of which Cardinal Marti 
nelli belongs, have always been most 
dear to the heart of the church. She 
legislates wisely for their internal 
government and their relations with 
bishops and the secular clergy and 
defends them when attacked by the 
enemies of religion. The present at
titude of Leo XIIL in their defense 
in I ranee is the historic attitude of 
the Roman Pontiff. To many non- 
Catholics it must appear a nuzzle 
and a scandal that educated Catho
lics should exhibit so deadly a hos
tility to them as to legislate their 
destruction. But such non-Catholics 
should bear in mind that this hos- 
tility is not so much against the 
religious orders as it is against re
ligion itself. They hate the orders 
with the hatred that Christ prophe
sied the world would hate His fol
lowers. Some of these enemies pro
fess comparative friendship for the 
secular clergy, but w. bishops and 
priests, resent the insult of such a 
friendship, and shall stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the brave army of 
the cross, who fight the battles of 
Jesus Christ. These soldiers are 
dear to us. and they to Him, and 
with them we stand or fall! This 
comparative friendship is hypocrisy, 
and we well know that when they 
would have destroyed the orders 
they would at once fall on us, as 
their fathers did on the secular cler
gy in the French Revolution. We 
should also bear in mind the most 
of the present persecutors of the 
church are men who did not receive 
Catholic training and are members 
of secret orders condemned by the 
Church.”

The former Apostolic Delegate, the 
learned Cardinal Salolli, is a mem
ber, and I trust it is not presump
tuous to hope that his successor 
maV occupy a similar position.

“Several other congregations of 
Cardinals for specific purposes are 
organized in Rome.

"I have had time to glance ut a 
few only. There is, however, a re
cently established Commission of 
Cardinals, with the Pope at it 
head, which I cannot pass by with
out directing your attention to it. 
It. is the creation of the present 
Pope and its object is the reunion 
of dissenting churches. We know 
how near to the heart of the Pontiff 
has been this object. Looking to
ward the East anti the West he be
held the scattered children that 
should be in his fold. For the great 
Greek and smaller schismaticul 
churches of the East, professing al
most the same articles of faith and 
receiving the same sacraments and 
under similar government, it seems 
so easy to return, if only the bane
ful influence of secularism did not 
stand in the way. Then there are the 
sectarian churches that sprung up in 
the West, at the Reformation, with
out any uni live principle and daily 
dividing more and more into sec
tions, and in too many cases pass
ing into partial or total infidelity. 
All these elements, the Pontiff sees, 
should be brought together and that 
he must, do his part to effect it. even 
though human perversity should op
pose this most desirable reunion."

Then comes this splendid perjira-

fiehold, brethren, some of the 
high purposes for which the Roman 
Pontiff calls around him the splen
did college of his Cardinals.

How truly divine an institution is 
the Church of God! ‘Glorious things 

said of thee. (> city of God !’ 
How little are we all — cardinals, 
bishops and priests—in thy presence! 
We meet, under the shadow of thy 
wings. We are but us shrubs be
neath thy branches. U Cedar of Lib- 
anus! We pass a wav. but thou re
mai nest and thy years fail not 
Thou art exceeding beautiful, be
cause of the Lord’s beauty, which 
He has put. upon thee according to 
promise, and whatever we have we 
derive from Thee. Protect or*- and 
Guide of the nations! save.the world 
from its own passions; strengthen 
our faith and love in Jesus Christ, 
Thy Spouse.

"Receive to-day into the sanctu
ary of Thy inner councils this son of 
Augustine. Bless him with thy choi
cest benediction, and may he never 
forget in the glorious assembly of 
Thv spiritual rulers and in presence 
of Thy supreme head on earth, the 
far-off devoted .voting nation which 
he lias learned to love.”

many for my present purpose. A 
couple of weeks ago 1 read a ' spe
cial article" on the subject of “ The 
Recorder's Court.” A very well 
written and interesting contribution 
it, was. The writer drew two vur> 
able and perfect pen-pictures; one of 
Mr. Recorder Poirier, the other of 
Mr. Recorder Weir. Their way of 
administering justice between socie
ty and delinquents who offended 
against its code, was admirably ex
plained. A very judicious compari
son was drawn between the methods 
of the late Recorder De Montigny, 
ami those of the two gentlemen who 
have succeeded him. So far I had 
no fault to find. Jn fact. I must 
su.\ that from end to end the article 
was carefully written, and served -j 
well the purpose of making known ' 
to the great public the various 
phases of life inside the Recorder's 
Court. To more clearly explain tin- 
system to which the daily routine of 
the court is reduced at' present, a 
number of examples is given. In fact 
the reader is made to follow a ses
sion of the court and see the diflfer- 
nt kinds of characters brought up. 

the divers offences of which thev 
wore accused, to hear the evidence 
for and against, and to listen to 
the manner in which judgment is

All this is very nice; hut I noticed 
that every one of the offending part
ies. male or female, young or old. 
happened to bo un Irish-Catholic. A 
stronger, on rending such reports.
would hitvi 
Irish minority—

tionalities—furn

conclude that the 
a very marked one. 
•each and other nu- 
islied all the erimi-

OUR CURBSTONE OBSERVER
On “ Special Articles.’

The representation of the United 
States in the college of Cardinals 
next commanded the attention of the 
speaker, who said

'As the Church in the United 
States is under the jurisdiction of 
the Cardinale of the Congregation 
of Propaganda, it is all important 
that we should be well represented 
there. It is true that our well be
loved and tactful American Cardinal 
belongs to it. but we need. also, 
local representatives there, who 
know our people and their wants.

By “special articles” f menu 
lengthy contributions on particular 
subjects, which generally are writ
ten by members of a daily press 
staff, but which bear no signatures. 
On Saturday, when a daily newspa
per multiplies its pages, evidently 
to afford Sunday reading to its sub
scribers,, some one of the staff fur
nishes a special article on some live 
or interesting topic—something cal
culated to attract the reader’s at
tention. As a rule, these articles 
are more carefully prepared than the 
ordinary contributions, y of lesser 
length, which appear every other 
day. The consequence is that the 
writer of a "Special Article.” like 
the writer of a “magazine article 
cannot claim as an excuse for anv 
slips that he was too hurried and 
had not a chance to revise what he 
had written. The result is that the 
wording, the spirit, the purpose of 
his article cannot be mistaken. 
Moreover, it is an ^variable rule 
that all such “Special Articles” 
pass, before publication, through 
the bands of the editor-in-chief, or 
one of the sub-editors. The paper 
endorses the views and sentiments 
of the writer, and as he does not 
sign his contribution, the editorial 
management is responsible for its 
contents.

For a long time I have observed 
that these articles display an alarm
ingly frequent anti-Irish tendency. I 
do not here refer to any particular 
organ; for, I have found that it is 
about the same story in the case of 
nearly every one of our dailies. It 
may possibly be that tho writer of 

'Special Article” is over anxious 
to prove his wit, to be. extra humor
ous, and lacking any originality in 
that line, he has only the Irishman 
to fall back upon—knowing well that 
no matter how stupid his work mav 
be. provided it hits at the Irish, 'it 
will always "take” with a certain 
class of readers. If this does not ac
count for the thing. I am at a loss 
to explain it—for I do not like to 
believe that any gentlemanly writer 
would be so low as to deliberately 
ridicule, misrepresent and belittle 
any important element in the com
munity.

s and jail-birds to tho city. Then 
the dialogues between these Irish 
people and the Recorder are smi

led to be genuine; they are writ- 
in that, broken English which is 

supposed ( very wrongly > to repre
sent. the Irish pronunciation of Eug- 

sh. This poor attempt to intro
duce the brogue in the report is the 
fit'st indication of the spirit in which 
the same was concocted.,

We are not— T should say, "1 an 
not” at all surprised that such sen
timents should exist; but a feeljng 
of mutual interest has sprung up, 
and one would think that. ut. least, 
the writer who caters to the general 
public, would seek to avoid any such 
openly offensive treatment of a 
whole cluss of his readers. It. is easy 
to select seven or eight cases, in a 
month, of Irish offenders, and to 

rum them all into one day's sitting 
of the court, leaving it to the im
agination of the reader to draw con- 
elusions. If in a city whose popula
tion is about seven-tenths Frvncli- 
Cunadinn. and only one-tenth Dish- 

leaving two-tenths of IVo- 
Jews and others—we find 

the petty robberies, all tho 
all the infringements of 

ipnl by-laws, nil the delin- 
of whatsoever nature thev 
Can be laid qt the door of 
element, then the obvious 

that the Irish alone 
tho undesirable class

< -atholic- 
testants, 
that all 
' ‘drunks,

may he 
the Irish 
conclusio 
constitute alone

As examples i 
thoughts, I will

îrve to illustrate 
elect one out of

Now. this is unfair, it, is unjust, it 
is mean. Tho truth is that, the Irish 
element does not furnish a tenth of 
those who come before the Recorder. 
There are certainly more cases than 
we would like, but it must be re
membered that in a great many in
stances, the self-same individuals are 
to be found in the box. Some unfor
tunate fellow has become a regular 
“habitue” of the dock. He gets a 
couple of months for drunkenness, or 
loitering, and no sooner is ho out 
than he again offends, and is again 
brought before the Recorder. Six or 
seven times in a year he may ap
pear. Yet, while there is only one 
offender, the Irish people get the 
credit for six or seven. But even 
granting that each case is a fresh 
one, still the Irish people do not 
furnish a tenth of the arrested.

This, however,, is only another 
sample of the unfairness with which 
our people have to deal in every 
walk of life. They are invariably re
presented with the worst side out. 
while others, not half as conspicu
ous, are absolutely whitewashed bv 
the press. Nor is this the case mere
ly for the Recorder’s Court, it 
stands equally good in almost every 
social affair.

If an Irishman mokes a slip, or 
accidentally stands aside from a 
given path, he is at once seized by 
the press, tried, found guilty, con
demned and hanged, before help can 
reach him. Then corrections are in 
the ordinary way meaningless, or 
useless. In fact, they only serve to 
make the matter more public than 
is necessary. The evil has been done 
in the first report, and none others 
can rectify the wrong, because the 
general reader (an evidence of hu
man perversity) is more inclined and 
more pleased, to read and to believe 
all concerning the supposed offence, 
than what regards the explanation»-; 
or effacings of the impressions cre
ated. It is not# that we are more 
touching than others, but if you 
keep touching us up constant!' in 
such a manner, our ordinary hujnau 
nature rebels and demands rectifica
tion.
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