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Spiritualism

T may seem strange, but it is nevertheless true
that
Joke to an intelligent cave

superstitions whiel would have been

man of the roug!

stone age are not only tolerated but are actually

taken seriopsly by many supposedly intelligent p

ple in these so-called enlightened times

One ean hardly pick up a capitalist newspapel
or magazine these days without finding a page o1
two filled with testimonials written by spiritnalist
and other mystics telling all about what 1s haj
pening over ‘‘on the other side in the beyond
on the ‘“‘astral plan or in some other imaginar)
lo(‘a/llt)' of very -little interest, to people with con
mon sense \

Coupled with this, we find man) f oul
orthodox spiritual advisers worryin i
may happen to the morals of the child \
allow Darwinism to be taught in the public sechool
They base their opposition on the theory that if ti
children are given to understand tl 1mai
species is elosely related to the lower ani nal |

will be likely to discard the mor lity of

eivilization and adopt that of the beasts of the

and the birds of the an If we are t mdee

tian morality from the reports we gef of it on t!
front page of every capitalist newspaper, it 1s doubt
ful if such a change would be for the worse even

it did take plaee. It is worthy of note, however

that those people who do understand and accept th

Darwinism law of organic evolution compare ver
favorably indeed, as far as morality 1s concerned
with the average preacher, even from a preacher

point of view

spiritualism

But let us get back

James Douglas, editor of the

Not long ago Mr

London (Sunda) Express heing a gentleman

of an enquiring turn of mind and having more than
that valuable of all th

from

his share of curiosity, most

virtues which we have inherited our monke

like ancestors, decided he would hke to have a It
first hand information on the subject of spiritualism
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, one of the high priests ol
the cult, and ““‘imperial wizard’ of the temple of
“powwow,”’ kindly undertook to act as auider and
to introduce him to all the mysteries of the occull

take the roval

and if possible persuade him to
bumper degree.

Then eommencgd a period of investigation, dul
ing which Mr the

heard them tell, in many tongues, how happy they

Douglas saw ghosts smile and

were over ‘‘on the other side There were times
when he listened to the most blood-curdling moans
and groans, and other times when the very tables
There

darkness,

danced for joy were lights where there
should
light should have prevailed
of people who were not there, and heard the dogs
barking in the celestial kennels of the blest After

having witnessed and heard many such weird and

have been and darkness where

He saw photos take:

curious sights and sounds Mr. Douglas pilgrimed
back to his editorial watch-tower, seized his trusy
quill, and delivered himself of the opinion that
gpifitualism was ‘‘the bunk,”” or w ords to that effect
Naturally, such ingratitude on the part of Mr Doug
las sizzled on Sir Arthur’s sixth sense like a hand
full of ““liberty’’ steak on a hot griddle. A horrible
suspicion that Mr. Douglas had his doubts of the
gincerity of the spiritualists arose in the mind of
the great ghost herder.
mands, ‘‘Are we all liars?”’
Mr. Douglas in the form of a letter through the press

thus:

In his exasperation he de-
He opens his reply to

“My Dear Mr. Douglas: I admit that I am disappointed
atl the results of that quest in which you asked me to be
your gudde. When we set forth upon it I had hopes that
we might add your brilliant abilities to that small band
whom 1 'call “God’s Own Forlorn Hope.” Our ambition is
to devote our lves to the destruction of that materialism
which we beHeve to be at the root of the world’'s troubles,
and at the same time to infuse fresh vitality into all re-
liglons by showing that those spirftual forces upon which

hey res t far-av ead things, but are operative
it the present moment It is not ar gnoble ambition
we have failed 1« nvin o nd we mus Kk
failure 8 go0od humoredly as we ma
(iod’s Own Forlo Hop« Wi would suj
ose that a God who could ereate a hole universe
1t of nothing in six davs could have forlorn
g Who would suppose that a God who 18 all
vise, all powerful and supre: who is supposed t«

evervthing that has taken place i1n the

taki

past

ind evervthine that 18 to place in the future

Y everlasting ) verlastine would requir

11l band of chost herders to help him run the
niverss 1t 1S I SO surprising, nowever when v
s that n has been a kind of an outla
icht from tl tart It would ppear that ti
nuamarn anima Vel d be !w!~:\‘iml to act a

rd ot I S | er of (Genc S

)

And od sa A he wickedness of was great
he P A1 € Ty nagination of thoughts of
his heart 18 evi ( inually And repented I

th he h de e earth nd it grieveil
! his he

Evidently God did not know how contrary the
hombre was coing to be before he made him, other
vise there would have been no occasion for disap

ommtment and repentance And just as God's sup

made man so did his

-Il\l(li

reme wisdom failed before he

ipreme power fail atterward H ¢ not con

trol the situation then, and never has since done so
It 1s no wonder therefore, that God decided to es
tablish a *“forlorn hope with Sir Oliver Liodge, Sir
Arthur Conan Dovle and a few other intellectual
rians at the head of 1t, to help him to save the
rld
Anvhow the ton at 18 out of the basket at

12t and a ferocious brute he 1s since he has appear

td in broad dav lieht. Sir Arthur tells us that the

ambition of the spiritnalists i1s to destroy that ma

terialism which thev believe to be at the root of the

world s troubles, and at the same time to infuse fresh

vitality into all religions. It 1s to be regretted tha

he has not seen fit to explain jJyst what kind ol ma

terialism it is that the spiritualists wish to destroy

Could it, by any chance, be the materialism that 1s
hased on the slavery and exploitation of man by
fnan. which has been at the root of the world s
troubles for manyv thousands of years? If 1t 1s |
acree with Sir Arthur i1t must be destroyed, but
herding ghosts will not help to destroy it. On the

other hand. if it is the materialism which has for 1ts
object the abolition of all forms of slavery and rob
hypocrisy, then
And the

.\]rll'lfllh\l\?x 1S 1o

bery, as well as superstition and

spiritualism 1s indeed a forlorn hope

admission that the object olb the

infuse fresh vitality into all religions’” would 1m
ply that this last is the-materialism that is meant
For religion. in all its forms, and throughout all
ages has been the champion of slavery, oppression

and ignorance, and the opponent of science and pre
All history reeks with the blood of
tims of religion, butchered either as sacrifice to the
they

because they had made some scientific discovery, o1

OTESS. the v

gods or becaust were suspected of witcheraft,

exploded some superstition. And -this is the thing
which the spiritualists wish to infuse fresh vitalit)
into. This is their noble aim; at least, Sir Arthur
tells us, ‘“it is not an ignoble ambition.”’

But what else can we expect’? Religion always
has been and always will be used by the parasitic
class of every slave socicty to help to keep its slaves
servile and obedient. The precepts of Christianity
in particular prove it to be a slave’s creed. ‘‘Ser-
vants obey your masters.”” ‘‘Love your enemies,’’
“If any man slaps you on one gide of the head, turn
around and let him wallop the other side as well.”’
““Whosoever shall take away your overalls, give

him your shirt also.”” And so forth. Be content
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HERE AND NOW

W e de W ! subject

our meditations in financial grief, this issu
i k has sl loned o1 111S¢ n this
lepartment ! ! icquamntance with
Buddy. his quondam fri Now he's demonstrat
ne to the Allies that 1t s as unposible for them to
ret reparations as 1t 1s i ns to get those ten thou
sand subs. rigcht awa 1 'ake look at the
fioures here below, the th 1d dream 1n asith
netic the Allies had ee Ko pace, this ‘\\llct
and thén m i mp ( pp inces. Here
nd

We s out to he bhrief thoug this 1ssue: to tell
our froubles, state onur need, and then buyv a whole
new pencil to add up the ¢olumns that are sure to
come by next 1ssu¢

But the printer! Are we realists? The printer
is! _He has a fine eve for a certified cheque.and has

no ear ltor our ‘«|ml~'|v | hat 1s to say we re

broke We need every possible dollar that can

be mobilized now

s Enter th shoel troop 1ev re dving with
debility, unhappy orlorn, -worn, and emaciated,
clothed rags and tatters, shreds and patches
“‘h.-\ ire (not to put too fine a point on 1t) in need
of support Are the to get to be a case
of R.I.P
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