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articlg comprises & stenographic report,
:Mrs. Hollingshead, of a lecture given
by Comrade Tree at the Calgary Open

i#fectly willing to admit.that although 1

»-the repwiation of ‘ng a pessimist

“many’ people who iow me, yet this

dtdrnool“l am- feelifig ‘pretty guod with things i
; t ‘because things in general are good but

: bem happen to have been inythe country” for

‘$wo months and the sole topic of conversation has
been ‘on the number ‘of bushels per acre and the
prospects of next year’s crop. Believe me it is a
.very pleasant feeling’ that comes to a fellow when
he cotires back to town again and realizes that there

are-<especisily in a Forum audienee—people who
pay‘eome -attention to other matters and especially

" to the social problems that undoubtedly confront us

at the’present time. - ke
Now, ‘the tuwnuans beeaunse he is hvmg in more
jgrs.with other men, is partieuldrly -
lpolr soeial problems. It iss)

o wkere the nclghboy £
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the part of the workers e wwwwd.m the.
: ‘eondfﬁ‘dnfm@ which they exist or to fornmlate

any plafi £6¥ the solution of their problems. In the
tovmrtha‘ working class has in the past struggled

- considérably with ‘its conditions and as a result of

thisstruggle it has formulated very varied programs
for the ‘solution of its difficulties. Not only have
the: mapual ‘Workers in the town theu- different phil-
_osophies, ‘we find organizations ‘of many different
kinds, “eatering to many different interests, all at-
tempting to solve the social problems. The Boards

T oo Tisade, the Manufacturers’ Associations, cater to

bufnu‘people “the Trade Unions to working peo-
ple. “Tn the country even, though in tacties they are
backwazd, we ﬁn&mch organizations as the United

:  All these groups are endeavor-

‘ing tp wlve {k¢ problems of the times aceording to

. programs planned for the benefit of the particylar

Wf are. forend then, tocome to this con-

TREE.

interests and opposed w‘thejﬁthvr group—the Cen-
tral Powers, then Inter, a8 the result of the economic
turn of the wheel, we-find the relations between
France and England strained almost to the break-
ing point. We find a newspaper, when the subject
of restoring the Kaiser was mooted, saying, ‘‘It is
hard to think of Great Britain and Franee getting
together ‘on ‘'8 :dmmon basis with regard to the
Kaiser coming back because their troublg ‘have ex-
tended-to the point that they won'’t mwﬂxer 2

It is the'same in the commercial field—groups of
merchants with antagonuhc-mterem The strug-
gles between the groups prechude ﬂﬁmm
working ou¥ of the problems between the: various
merchants. These are now solved to somé extent by
trusts, and even the trusty. e their mmnm.
In the industrial field we™ the om inter-
ests between the employef agd the workmen.

Now the faet that i nals in their groups
Jhave opposing interests will inevitably lead to diff-
erent philosophers with diffégent solutions fo the
. problems of life being’ pnt’ﬁ“vnrd by each group
for the benefit of that particalie group. The British'

vernment formulates fo '

British- bourgeajsic; )
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Now these individuals at the present time re-
ceive a very small-amount of the wealth whieh they
produce. They are wage.workers. The vast major-
ity who comprise the society of modern civilization
are of this class receiving at the end of a certain
period their wages. These wages enable them to
purchase upon the market a certain amount of the
wealth whieh they produece, a part of this wealth.
Now any competent authority, say an economist, will

acknowledge that the wage amounts to a living, not °

a luxurious wage, not a right or a just wage—what-
ever that might mean—but a living wage. That is
a vague way of putting it but it defineg the case
very well as the fact that we are living proves it,
The facts bear out that the working class get merely
a living wage. That is to say they withdraw from
the market sufficient commodities, a sufficient part
of the wealth they have produced, to enable them
to live in a manner fitting to the productive process,
enabling them to function properly and to leave at
the end of one generation another to take its place.
We see then, that having a living wage at its dis-

posal the working class exists and is confronted with.

its problems for soltmon.
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the same thing. The working men form their trade
unions and the employer watches out in his organi-

zation that his interests are looked after. All these"

opposing interests account for the conflicts existing
in- society ‘at the present time.

Now,belonging tv the working eclass, it is natural
that I, under, the cirenmstanees, should be biassed,
should look at things from the point of view of the
worker’s material interest, the interest of the group
to which I belong. During the war there were very,
very few who could look at things from the German
point of view and in the struggles between the boss
and the workers, we cannet look at things from the
point of view of the boss. This afternoon I am go-
ing to put forward a point of view that will not only
clear up the contradietions that arise from the vary-
ing oppositions of interests but show the cause of
the evils that exist in society and the solution to the
problem itself. First of all I am looking at things
froni the working elass point of view because I"am
a worker. That is the practical and only thing for
ma to'do and I find on examination tnat the working
class, being divested of the means of finding out
things from a business- point of view, is the omly
class that is capable of looking upon-modern eivili-
zation in a scientific way, thereby seeing the root-of
the whole set of problems that arise out of modern

civilization. Now we must observe first of all that"

the working class is the class that sproduces the
wealth of the world: There is noglinuyingﬂmt as-
sertion. However much one may smother over the

weﬂﬁraf the world is the produet of the working
Naﬁira yzeldn up no wuhh‘vithont‘aﬂort

ganizations for the betterment of the eonditions of

; the ‘working class. These questions - ‘are ‘the things:
“that really matter to the workers, the things apen

which to centre our attention. Discussion on'such
queéstions will enable the working elass to ameliorate
its eonditions. Let us look upon the cause of this
matter of a living wage. How dofs it come about
that throughout the centuries—six centuries of
Work and Wages—the working class, wherever
modern civilization exists, whether in 'republican
Ameriea, or in colonizing England with its vast
areas of undeveloped lands in Canada and Australia,
in sunny Franee,-in Germany, Italy or Japan; mo
matter where, how does it happen that we find the
working class getting merely a living waget? The
answer to that question leads to some very unpopu-
iar eonsequences and very unpopular econclusions.
Nevertheless, I ask this Forum audienee to look into
this question and acéept the conelusions if the facts
lead you in that direction. The position of the wage
worket is one of propertylessness.  From the' titne
that the feudal serf was turnéd off the land; from
that time on has the wage worker stood without any
means of producing his own living. - From ‘that time
on we find the wage-worker propertyless. Trae,
he may own a pipe, or a packet of cigarettes, or the
clothes he wears, but he is divested of the owner-

ship of the things that enable him' to get ‘wealth out-*

of nature. ‘- The one characteristi¢ of the working

dulu at the present time, their one outstanding
feature, is that they own no property*in the'menns -
mattér with sophistry the fact remains that the- of wealth prodnebon. It is quite évident’ that this-
is the'fact. Mntheeondiﬁanupmwﬂathdr'
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