we come to consider the whole field of live ani-
mals, of different conditions, ages and classes, and
their products and by-products. one can easily see
how far-reaching and intricate are the ramifica-
tions, armd how great the undertaking the Live-
stock Inspection Service has assumed.

OUR MARITIME LETTER.
THE EXHIBITION QUESTION HERE.

We have had'a surfeit of exhibition in Prince
Edward Island lately. A reversion to the county
fair has been made, after an interval of about a
decade, and these shows—three in all, for we are
only a Province of three counties—are just now
over. We have visited all of them, and examined
the exhibits carefully , indeed; we have judged the
fruits and roots and grains at two of them, and
can speak on the matter before us with some
claims to a knowledge of the facts involved.
Those exhibitions were held at Georgetown, the
shire town of King’s County; at Summerside, in
Prince County, and, of course, at Charlottetown,
for Queen’s County. That at Charlottetown was
something more than a county fair, too ; it was
intended to serve the county purpose, and also to
be thrown open to the whole Province; indeed, to
all Maritime Canada.

The weather could not be called propitious for
gatherings of the sort. As a matter of fact, the
whole season, from early cropping-time, has been
exceedingly wet, and it is still keeping wup its
record amazingly. It has been unusually cold
and backward, too, thus lending itself but poorly
Lo the early maturing and perfecting of field prod-
ucts, for show purposes, at least, and leaving the
animals of the country in but poor condition for
the ring. In any system, then, this would be a
poor year for fall fairs.

Reviving those county shows, the Provincial
Government has split up the main grant to the
general exhibition, which has for years been hald
at Charlottetown, giving to King’'s $1,000 for
prizes, and to Prince $1,500. The Queen’s, or
General Fair, gets $3,000. This latter got
$4,000 last year from the Province and $10,00«:
from the Federal grant of $50,000 given the Do-
minion exhibitions yearly. From g $14,000 to a
$4,000 exhibition is certainly quite a transition.
Still, the company, which has erected buildings
and otherwise qualified to receive grants, declares
that it made no money last year from the pigger
transaction ; not as much, proportionately, as
comes from the ordinary fair under favorable
patronage.

There is always this question of patronage, as
vital to the success of any fair, good, bad or in-
different. The people contribute much to the
making of the enterprise by their attendance. Ix-
cellent exhibits, without the crowd to admire or

criticise, are all the more of a vexation. The
two combined make for whatl is considered the
acme of success in exhibitions. The fact that at

this writing half or nearly halfl the field crops are
still ungarnered, and that to save them from de-
struction requires persistent vigilance, will easily
persuade anyone that the rural community is not
this year in a position to patronize these institu-
tions with even the same degree of genecrosity as
in others that are gone.

The King’'s County Fair, at Geongetown, on the
3rd inst., was the smallest and poorest-patronized
fair of the series. The departments were re-
stricted, and, even then, not a single one of them
could be called full. Still, there were many indi-
cations of individual excellence observable all
through the various classes. Prince County fol-
lowed next day with its fair;>and the showing,
whilst leaving much to be desired, was decidely
better, not so much, perhaps. in the animal ex-
hibits as in those products which filled the trim

new exhibition building within the gates. The
Queen’s, or Provincial, Fair is over to-day (Oct.
10th). It opened in a downpour of rain on the

8th, and a temperature which certainly was calcu-
lated to completely remove the exhibition fever
from the blood of our youth, even \\hn‘rt"thi‘
promise of good horse-racing is alll—ruptn'ulmg
Whilst open to the entire Province—indeed, to all
the Maritime DProvinces—it is smaller than for
many years, and far below the standard in the
quality of its exhibits From \}vlth()llt. t,h(-mf was
practically nothing shown, a prime bunch of bheef
cattle bv Chas. Archibald, of Trurot and some
two or illroc entries ot fruit from Woodstock u‘ncl
the Valley being clone observahle. ]‘ll'.()llfSl(il‘
the county itself there was nothing, m"llttlv or
nothing. some score of entries only be'ng taken
out in the other two connties ‘
The question. therefore. arises. * Is the Gon

ernment justified in encouraging in a small island

like this these local or county chows, ;1\”“&';1’1‘]]:\!
one Provincial fair at Charlottetown ? I'his
auestion wae heard on all sides \\hrn we attended
i i el we ot <o omany and such o ocon

‘ = reply that it might as well not
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be asked. Of course, the central exhibition com-
pany and the capital itself, generally, were ex-
pected to heavily discount (he uscfulness of the
smaller institutions. But it is the farmer who
rules supremely in this agricultural community,
and what has he to say ? Under proper manage-
ment, and systematized properly, the outlying
constituency declared very strongly for the local
institution, no matter its limitations. The present
syvstem of total independence was not favored, but
some sort of an interdependence, we thought,
which would enforce g uniform standard for the
judges, whilst it succeeded in exciting a healthy
emulation where nothing but local motive could
operate. With such co-operation on the part of
the different onganizations, better and more
numerous showings wou‘lg result, and, what seemed
highly desirable, the county fairs would prove
great feeders to the Provincial one at Charlotte-
town. Whatever may be said for or against this
presentment of the case, it seemed plain to us
that, for the present, at least, the county institu-
tions would be maintained and perfected. The
Government, which supplies the money, then,
should take some effective supervision, and at any
cost maintain the highest standard of excellence.
This year’s work has impaired that standard, un-
doubtedly. A. E. BURKE.

A HOTHOUSE EDUCATION.

Editor ‘“ The Farmer's Advocate '

There is no man T hold in more grateful re-
membrance than my teacher whilst attending the

public school. As the years have rolled by, T
appreciate his thoroughness and painstaking ef-
forts on behalf of his pupils. Although it was

my privilege later to attend Iligh School, vet I
consider the best of my education was obtained
at the rural school. And my classmates have
nearly all attained prominence in after-life. The
basis of their success was, without a doubrt, laid
at the rural school. Can such an education te
obtained at the nuhlic schoo's to-day ? Go into
almost any rural school. and what do we find ®

the school of the masses, these schools should re.
ceive great attention.  The whole aim of the pul,
lic school would, however. seem to be how many
students can be forced along to pass the entrance
examination for the 1lligh Schools. The educy-
tion is not a natural developing ol the mind. it
1s rather of a hothouse growth—a forced training
to pass examinations. I am glad Mr. Darling
tulked so plainly about examinations. Too much
reliance is placed by parents on the standing o
their children at examinations. I think often the
students who fail to pass the entrance examinga-
tion for High Schoo! are the most fortunate, as
then they will get the benelit of another term,

possibly, and that would mean more thorough- ™ P
ness. Now, I have had two children pass the ' J ’k
entrance examination. They were practically
forced out of the public school, there being no
class for them. Now, T want my children to

have a better education than they had when they
passed that examination. 1 do not consider thgt
a child of thirteen can pos§ibly have, and T know
they do not have, what.can be called an education
fit for any walk in life. It so happens that 1 am
just as close to a High School as to the public
school; but 99 per cent. of farmers are not® so
situated, and it is in the interest of the 99 per
cent. of parents and the 99 per cent of rural
students, that T and many others want 1o see the

public school more efficient I do not consider
that the fault lies with the toachers. Many
causes are at work. I believe the first thing is

to give the parents to understand that their chil-
dren are not getting the education they think
they are They should attend school longer. At
17, 18 19 or 20 years of age a student’'s mind
will be more mature, and he will really get greater
benefit at school in four or five months then than

in a whole vear at 12 or 13 yvears of age The
parents must be the guides as to what is best for
the voung people. Too many are realizing, at

manhood and womanhood. that they ceased going
to schdool too soon. and several that T know have,
even after being married, taken a course at a
husiness college In fact. the poorness of the edu-
cation received at the public schoo's is making
good opportunities
for business col-

Pair of Clydesdale Fillies.

Purchased by the Government of Nova Scotia in
auction, to be used for breeding purposes in
taken at Agricultural College Fuarm

Sunply a lot of children, probably none over 13
or 11 years old. No matter how clever such
young students may be, the mind is too immature
at such an carly age to receive an education of
sufficient character to do them through life. Why
are there not older students in our public schools
There are many causes. I believe it is the desire
of the great majority of parents that their chil-
dren should receive a better education than many
have had themselves. Many parents think their
children are receiving a good education, basing
their estimate of the progress of the children on
their standing in class or examinations. Parents
naturally having in remembrance their own school
days, when few, indeed, reached the fourth class,
consider that, as their children are in this class,
they must be well educated; and if the children
pass the entrance examination for High School,
then their education is complcte. Indeed, no mat-
ter how young they may he, they are not wanted
at the public school of to-da In spite of what
your correspondent, Mr. Darling, Says, it s recog
nized by many thinking men that (he education ol
the children at the public schools is very incorn

plete, and much has been appsartng in the public
press on the subject In referving (o an oditorig)
im one of our 1(;1!1.\ papers, anent  educational
matters. the editor says. in conclusion. ** There is
alwavs this to look Torward 1o When the Worst
comes, there is likely to be o chanee ror the bt
Ler

The children and students of 1o day wil] SO0
he the men and women of the conn iy I ho
standing wiil largely depend on the cducation ey
receiy e Sincee a large percentaoe (A Darling
savs 99 per ocent) must he Satistod with thite il
cat ' on theyv receive at (he bt Chio | e
vesary to o make (his edoenre g sl
com;uete as possihle ! Sinee | gl il

leges. In the ma-
jority o f schools
1*]]1)11;_()) pay Is not

offered I have
Known trustees t o |
say, ' Well, there _l
are only young chil- .
dren attending !
school now, and a ! L
very high-class
teacher 1s not need- h
ed In other !
schools, with well- ‘
qualihed teachers, b
Luere are hardly any '
Children over twelve -
years  old. The I
school ol the masses h
Scotland, and sold at public Mtae. s “'”rga‘niZing !
the Province.  Photo all through. Larger h
CTrure, NS salaries should be .
paid. Teachers N
7 ‘ should have higher u
qualifications, and they should be older i
than many are. It is all very well for some of -
them to make the teaching profession g stepping- .
stone to a higher education, but when it works b
out that our children are being made stepping- 2
stones for them to g0 up higher, then the matter "
Is serious. Children should be kept at school th
until g mature age. Fvery inducement should be 01
given to those who have heen in the highest class &S
or passed the High School entrance examination, e
to continue at school at least in the winter Ve
months. We should have less false pride amongst g
the young people, and they should not be e
ashamed to attend school at 17 or 18 years of 4
age, or older. Where are the nmjm'itv‘ of the e
Young people of this age gelting their u‘(lucat,ion ? e
Most of them are not getting any education at o
all IT the age ol the public-school scholars con- Wi
tinues to lower, {here will  be more need for ste
nurses than teachers. No doubt this has a good o
deal to do with the disappearance of the inale Ly
teacher To get bhack to a saner position  will £E
take the best efforts  of parents, trustees and
teachers GO, RICE.
Oxford Co., Ont
The weathe conditions in October, so far, have, 3
been sineularvly tavorahle for farmers in most di-*&
tricte. the 'requent rains and the absence of severe
frosts having  areatly mmproved the pastures, re-
~ulting inoan incereased flow ol milk and a saving
of the Teed stared for winter ["all wheat has al-
Ssocbeon aiven g wood start, while fall plowing has
by wasy o e € eaumis and more rapidly accom-
Plhished than is usnal Meantime, prices for near- had
e ol i pradiets Tiaie raled high 1?\”(




