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Three-year-old Holstein-Friesian cow.
OWNED BY GTO. RICE, CURRIE'S "CROS3ING. ONT. (SEE GOSSIP, PAGE 663.)

pnish them in steamship cargo lots. Such steers
are here now in limited number, and two cents
a pound less than Torontio prices is the rule.

As evidence of the urgent need of relief for
the Island farmer from unjust discrimination, 1
submit the actual condition of freight rates for
live stock now prevailing.

Taking Kensington, a «tation on the P. E.
Island Railroad, and center of an important cat-
tle district, as the starting place for a car lot of
cighteen head of cattle, supposed weight 20,000
Ibs.. and shipped to the butcher at Halifax, the
cost. is made on three separate short hauls, no

reduced through rate being allowed : \
Kensington (P. E. 1.) to Charlottetown ... ...t 39 miles. . $13.00
. 41 miles . 27.00

Charlottetown to Pictou, $1.50 each.....

Pictou to Halifax......... ) 116 miles.. 28.00

196 $68.00
Guelph to Halifax. with same load........ 1,200 miles..$70.00

Hulifax is the most important Canadiau sea-
port and city on the Atlantic coast. It is a gar-
mson town with great fortiiications, is the head-
quarters  for the North Atlantic British Ileet,
and requires an enormous quantity of butchers’
meat. With such rates, and the absence of every
needed facility for transferring stock from train
to boat and from boat to Intercolonial cars, both
for Halifax at Pictou and at Pointe du Chens
for St. John, N. B, another important city, it is
not remarkable that st ock-feeding for the butcher
is at a low ebb. That we have the material to
furnish fat stock equal to the best has been
proved by shipments of entire steamship cargoes
of fat steers to Liverpool, made by Messrs.
3lake Bros., Charlottetown, and others by Car-
vell Bros., cach of which were reported as highly
satisfactory to the exporter, and also to the
feceder. Moo much of our oats are sent abroad ;
its measured bushel frequently waighs thirty-
eight and sometimes forty pounds ; and both two
.nd six rowed barley produce abundantly. With
such resources provided for s":ccess. and obsta-
¢les in the way of that success removable by
Govarnment, is it unreasonable for us to ask the
Department of Agriculture to rememhber that a
very considerable proportion of our farmers are
not engaged in the dairy busines. and never will.
and that such desecrve comsideration as well as
the man with the milk cow.
FRED G. BOVYER.

King’s County. P. I. L

Good Agents Wanted.

Farmers or farmers Sons who will undertpke to
represent the «Farmer's Advocate” at the Sairs this

fall, and secure New subscriptions, should wrile us
State

It is a pleasure
Try it.

at once for terms, sample copies and outfit.
what fair or fairs, and the dates. 1
to canvass for a paper that everybody likes.

I am well pleased with your
also found the material first-class.
was well pleased with the book, ‘‘ Flowers,
How to Grow Them.’’
also well pleased with

Thomasburg, Ont.

premium knife :
My daughter
and

The new subscribers are
the ‘“ Advocate.”
A, ITARRISON

FARMER’'S
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Sheep Keeping---
Autumn Prob-

lems.
BY J. M'CAIG.
MUTTON-RAISING
"There are  dif-
ferent  ends  served

in keeping sheep by
diffe.ent shepherds,
and  corresponding
systems of manage-
ment. Some do not
spend much time in
cariug for sheep
stock, do not give
any valuable foods
and always buy
cheap rams. The
returns from their
bhusiness consist
egenerally of a little
wool for trading at
a low price for
blankets at a local
mill, a few oar-
casses of lambs or
old ewes for home
use and an odd one
or two to a local
butcher at the time
everybody else has

surp'us stuff, and
hence at prices that
are low. After this
general class, Wwe

have special classes
of sheepmen, and
thete are of a high-
er type. Instead of

having a few lambs to sell in September, when
nearly all the lambs of thc country might be put
on the market, they have an article for the mar-

ket when prices are good.
June than in August or
To have it at good killing weight at

worth a half more in
September.

A lamb is generally

629

of rough food intio manure in the pens. Little is
done in Ontario in handling yearling wethers. The
tendency of demand for meats of all kinds is so fav-
‘wrable to @arly, tender meats that vearling stuft s
generally not worth any more and sometimes not
as much as good lambs in summer time, independ-
ent of its greater weight. The mutton business in
Ontario, then, boils down to spring, fall or win-
ter lamb production. It seams, on the whole,
that spring and winter lamb-selling are more
profitable than selling in the fall, though each
branch depends on the rélation of supply and de-
mand for its profit, and it is not to be assumed
that any one of these will be always good.

ABOUT WOOL.

Wool in Canada has become an incidental
yather than an essential part of the sheap busi-
ness. Every sheep grows wool, and the improve-
ment of mutton and wool have gone on con-
currently even in the English sheep. The improve-
ment of the sheep for mutton has been chiefly in
the improvement of blocking qualities—in the
putting on of heavy weights in good places ; like-
wise in the improvement of quality by reason

of rapid maturity. The improvement in wool
can scarcely be called an improvement in
quality, for it has become coarser. It has

improved in length and strength of staple
and in the total weight of fleece. On account of
the very low price of Canadian wool, it is better
policy to keep the eye chiefly on the fleshing
properties of sheep than on the flecce. In a vam,
however, a weak flecce may be regarded to some
degree as a sign of want of vigor. A ram should
chow strength in all his externals and form. He
is not subject to the burdens in procreation that
make ewes light shearers by heavy maternal
duties. A ram has every chance to be strong,
and it is evidence of an absence of masculinity to
be weak in any particular.

THE CULTURE OF BREELDING SHEEP.

A knowledge of good blocking form is valuable
and necessary to every sheep-breeder for success.
The breeder of pure-bred sheep requires, besides, a
knowledge of types and families. Each man con-
ceives an ideal or makes a choice. He has a

fancy. as it is called,
for a partioular breed.

ABERDEEN- ANGUS PRIZEWINNERS
At Winnipeg Industrial Exhibition, 1902,
OWNED BY F. J. COLLYER, WELWYN, ABSA.

this time, msore care is
and a little more feed
and lamb, but the profi
Higher prices sti
at Easter for January and February lambs.
cost of these must necessarily be high, as they

are fed entirely on stored foods.

cial article.

lamb-raising can
best be done with
Dorset ewes, as

they will take the
ram any time. It is
a branch of sheep-
keeping that is ca-
pah'e of profitable
extensicn around al-
most any Ontario
town. It is a com-
mon practice with
come farmers to
buy up lambs at
weaning time when
they are plentiful
and cheap, run them
on rape anl grass
until fall and then
fced for a short
time to finich them.
It, is possible with
<uch stock to wait
‘or a favorable mar-
ket between Te-
cemter and April,
for the stcck is al-
wavs increasing in
weight and improv-
ing in condition.
Their grazing in
the fall is a good
way of increasing
the fertility of the
<oil, and they con-
vertt a  great deal

pecessary in the spring
is required for both ewe
ts are higher on the spe-
11 can be commanded
The

First-prize two-year-old heifer and cham

OWNEP BY MR. GEO.

This branch of

It amounts to more
than a fancy, how-
over, as his exercise
of choice involves
comparison and dis-
crimination Aambng
different breeds or
families. Knowledge
of breeds is made per-
fect only by compar-
ion, and though a
man may be called a
Shrorshire man or a
Cotswold man, it is
not to be assumed
that he is a narrow
man, for the definite-
ness of Lhe concep-
tion of his type de-
yends on his being a
ctudent of breeds. The first qualification
of a breeder, then, of pure-bred sheep is
the capacity to incorporate and breed to an ideal.
It is this property in the owner that gives to his
fiock of sheep what may be called character or
individuality. The first thing noticeable in flocks
of pure-breds is that they generally conform to &
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jon Shorthorn female at the Royal Show,
at Carlisle, 1902,
“HARRIBON,” GAINFORD HALL, DARLINGTON, nxqum).




