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TkE.ilOmt.ML OR CMMIHgl^
npnnaii a-prppiKQ rmTTTiBTTT.Tiyry ftfffyi»- route t<m«ud ^atsfirsd end, but some Marne. most RAILROAD EQUIPMENT ORDEBED.

tall on twelegti advisers whointhls instance ad- ------------ -,ED TOO WH» ▲ PO#XK. vipedb 1» so V<rx,toadly.. ;,^,,P,v,.x ,«:...- Orders tor raJbosd equipment placed 1» the U.S.

■—^------^ ' Sir Joseph Maclay ,?«yi dcme now wt*t he ahouW during 1917 follow:
Court Ruling That White He SiA ¥bwer to have done as soon as tj» legality of hla letter ^oit

evSns tTr finuld Not Oommsnd command was challenged. He has requisitioned the 
^ _ „ Mm, HeoaM liners In ordinary form op the basis of blue book XJ. S. railroads .. ... •• •• • • -

the Servieea of Ownera—Mow Beeti»--. ntes ^ conditions, subject to >ny modification» y. a in. railroads .. ..... ..
tioning in Ordinary Pom or» toe which may be agreed upon. In a covering letter the y. s government .. ... ..

Basis Of Blue-Book Rates. Controller states that he “feeto he can rely upon the England ..
* ? _ _________ willing co-operation of owners in managing their France ....

vessels so requisitioned,” and requests a formal as- 
1 snrance on this polpt at the earliest possible moment.

The defense of the Realm Act—commonly known as 0n recejpt 0f this assurance the owners will be ln-
"Dora”—Is the most remarkable instrument ever J.Q 3ign> jf they hfive not already done so, the orders exceeded those of 1917.
known In British legislation. The original act could hea(Jg of the arrangement which has been accepted 
be printed on half a sheet of notepaper—it should be by the chairman 0f the Liner Conference, “with the 
turned up and read to be thoroughly appreciated— exceptlon ot Mr.' Holt." It any owner does not tall 
yët it has produced offspring in the form of régula- jn wlth ttlls suggestion, then the Controller, as char- 
tlons and orders which would fill a moderately - sized |ercr 0£ the vessels, ' will be obliged ,“to make such 
library. There Is no better evidence of the essential alternative arrangements as may be necessary.” This 
patriotism of the British people than that the legitim- niay be presumed to mean that the requisittnoed ves- 

of Dora’s children should have been so very rare- selQ Qf any ot,durate owner will be handed over to a 
Men have grumbled and threatened more complaisant owner to 'be run In terms of the

arrangement with the Liner Conference. The Ship­
ping Controller, as the charterer, can make the best 

possible with anyone who will run the. vessels
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Loco- Freight Pass, 
motives, cars. cars.

60,000 406
6,520

&>= ,a 2.825 
85

2,014 22.8Ÿ9
276 .....
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23,000140
695 22,000

Total-. .. .. .. 6,485 124.899 4»
stated that only twice before have locomotive

Russia
(The London “Economist.")VX;-
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SHIPPING LOSSES.

London, January 2.—Eighteen British merchant- 
of 1,600 tons Or over have been sunk by mine ormen

submarine during the past week, according to the 
Admiralty statement to-night, 
under 1,600 tons were also sunk, 
increase over the previous week, when the winkings 
numbered'12, of which eleven werlf more than 1,600

Three merchantmen 
This is a materialacy

ly challenged, 
to appeal to the courts, but with the one exception 
of the recent shipping litigation, they have .forborne. 

• We are not sorry that R. D. Holt should have sue- tons.
terms

eessfuily challenged In one instance the proceedings fQr him . 
of the executive, who have been too re^-dy to assume

The .summary:
Arrivals, 2,111; Sailings,. 2,074.
British merchantmen of 1,600 tons or over sunk,

18, Including two previously, under 1,600 tons, 3; ■
fishing vessels, none.

Vessels unsuccessfully attacked, 8.
naval correspondent, commenting on

So all’s well that ends well. The comedy of Sir 
that the mangle of Dora, will cover everything which joseph Maclay, the Attorney General, and R- D. 
they are pleased to do. If the result of the judgment jj0h comes to an end, and the shipping business of 
in the cape of the “China Mutual Steamship Company continues to be carried on under thethe country
vs. Maclay’’ were to embarrass the Shipping Control- country with admirable skill, and, upon the whftle,
1er in the exercise of his vital functions, then the effective direction of the Controller, who has served
matter would be serious. But, as we understand the . wno less admirable discretion. It has been an 
issue, nothing has happened except that the; Shipping amusing comedy, and even Mr. Holt should rest con- -
Controller is compelled to put his requisition of Huera teflt with his exploit of proving that our pervasive ores
In a regular form, and to ask, rather thanJO C°™" Dora is something less than the omnipotent goddess vesse]s Qf over 1 600 tons were sunk. The
maud, the services of their owners In working the we thought her tc be. He is willing to run his ships ’ . ■ . , h exceeds by
ships for him. Those liner owners-not excepting the h Shipping Controller on a scheme of his own, average or our wee s ’ thé mbnth of
litigious Mr. Holt—are as patriotic as the rest of us. whlch he claims wouid effect “ah immense saving fh nine the numb,* *TemoItï. covlâ by thl 

They will do everything that is in them for the ser- accountancy and administration expenses." If Sir December n C , attacked, in-
vice of the State, and perhaps do it the more readily Joseph Maclay wi„ not allow of exceptions to his returns the total number *

when much which they are asked to do cannot be general plan, which has bee„ agreed to by other own- cu ’ It ,s interesting to note that in
then we-may hope that R. D. Holt will no longer ^ number of shlps escaping bears about

proportion to the number ships attacked.

The Times
this week’s submarine figures, says:

“It is useful ÎO show the relation between the fig- 
of December and those of the earlier months of 

From March to November, a period of 40

legally required of them. ers,
There would have been no trouble and no litiga- prove to be obdurate. He has gained a legal victory , 

tion if the original letter to the owners of liners had he has shown that after all, he was right in his inter- 
been drafted in a less mandatory form. Sir Joseph prêtât ion of the Controller’s powers, he can now well 
Maclay—a highly skilled manager of ships, but no afford to .be generous, and fall in with his colleagues 

this instance rather badly advised by 0f the Liner Conference. There is sometimes a great-
er virtue in acceptance than in rejection, and the 

been reached when acceptance would

the same
That 969 British vessels of all classes were sunk in 
nine months - by mine or submarine enables one to 

conception of the damage the enemy has la*Ar-bv get a
flicted on the mercantile marine of this country, 
is only, however, by having the figures' of tonnage 
before one that an extent of the depredations of the

Itlawyer, and in
lawyers—did not requisition the liners in, legal form, 
but instructed them by letter to carry on as agents stage has now 
for the Government. He wrote: “You are to continue be both graceful and wise.

those vessels as if they were --------------

?'■-
m

m U-boat is realized.
to manage and run 
not SHIPBUILDING PLANS IN CANADA.requisitioned in exactly the same way as if this

The only difference
and to meet the situation in an efficient manner, ne­
gotiations are now under way with responsible per- 

with the object of establishing at some suit-
letter had never been written.
is that as you complete their voyages you will hand 

the Government the profits jrou make.” This 
was unquestionably a command addressed to the 

of liners to work their ships on account of

The Government shipbuilding plans as outlined by 
the Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, are shown to be on an 
ambitious scale. These plans are designed to utilize 
to the fullest capacity the Canadian yards and 'to es­
tablish rolling mills as essential to the industry. 
Speaking at Ottawa, last week, the Hon. C. C. Ballan-

sons
able place or places in Canada, mills for the rolling 
of ships' plates and shapes td provide the maximum

over to

requirements.”owners
the Government, to whom the profits made should be 
handed over. There is no doubt that Sir Joseph Mac- 
lay had power requisition the ships, and to provide 
by negotiation for their working, in any way which 
he thought fit; but Justice Bailhache has been obliged 
to rule in the China Mutual case that the Shipping 
Controller could not command the services of the 

If he wanted their co-operation in running 
the ships he obtain them in the ordinary course by

tyne said: ...
“The Government has reached a decision to utilize 

the full capacity of existing shipyards in Canada in
steamers ofthe production of modem steel cargo 

the most approved types for the Use of the Govern- PASSENGER SERVICE
BETWEEN

PORTLAND, ME. and GLASGOWment and for registry in Canada.
“The productive capacity of these yards, which at 

present are engaged in the construction of ships for 
the British Government, for local interests and for 

latter almost exclusively for 
be roughly estimated at 

During the

owners.

f For information as to rates and sailings apply to 
Local Agents or The Robert Reford Co., Limited, Gen­
eral Agents, 20 Hospital Street and 23-25 St. Sacra­
ment Street, Montreal.

negotiation.
This judicial decision has the unusual merit of be-

sense, foreign account—theing in accordance with law and with common
and Sir Joseph Maclay himself accepts it in the spirit Norwegian registry—may 
and in the letter. Writing to the “Times’’ on Novem- from 275,000 to 300,000 tons annually, 
her 16 in explanation of his action, he says: “It has continuation of the war and for some time thereafter, 

been claimed or supposed by myself, or by the construction of steel ships in Canadian yards for
foreign registry will not be permitted. This policy Is 
in line with that adopted by both Great Britain and

D- -C.T Bgjgggr never
anyone in my department, that the Shipping Con­
troller had the power to requisition not only ships, 
but the services and profits of shipowners, and this 

formally stated by the Attorney General in 
If that were so, why, we may ask, was the

the United States.
“The naval constructor’s branch of the Department 

of Marine and Fisheries is busily engaged in the 
development of the details of the contemplated pro- 

The work hag not sufficiently advanced to

PASSENGER SERVICE
• BETWEEN

HALIFAX and BRISTOL
was
court.”
China Mutual case allowed to come into court at all?
Could it not have been settled easily outside by with- gramme, 
drawing the famous letter of command and substitut­
ing for it one of request? Why nbt do befdre litiga-

that which the Shipping Controller has been consideration, 
obliged to do after litigation has gone against him? approximately 3,000 tons.
The explanation will, we expect, be found to be in shipyards situated on the Great Lakes, 
the exaggerated view taken by law officers of the type will comprise ships of from 5,000 to 7,000 tons, 

executive under regulations and orders while yet another will be a type with a dead weight
capacity of from 8,000 to 10,000 tons.

« “The Government, in the consideration of this ques- 
be tion, recognize that the chief difficulties In the way 

of successfully carrying on a construction program 
arises from the fact that steel plates and shapes are 
not now manufactured in Canada. The overwheint-

enable a definite statement to be made, but the con- Robert Heford Co, Limited,General

struction of three different types of ships is under ^gentg> 20 Hospital Street, and 23-26 SL Sacrament 
One type will comprise vessels of gtfeeV Montreal.

These may be built in , ■ ■. sss
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powers of the
The mandatory letter had been issued, fhost of the 
shipowners had accepted it as legal, and those who de­
clined were regarded as nuisances who must 
taught a lesson in the limitless fertility of Dora’s 
productive capacity. So the letter, which now Sir 
Joseph Maclay is advised to throw over, was stuck 
to, and the China idutual case went on its appointed ing advantage to Canadian industry, as well as to the 

We do not blame the Shipping Controller, an general cause, of making Canada self-contained in
this regard is obvious. To overcome tills difficulty.
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