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us” (2 Cor. i. 20). ‘Thus Christ is the Heir, the
Seed, to whom the promise was made.

THE REJECTION BV THE NATURAL SEED GIVES OCCA-
SION FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SPIRITUAL
SEED INTO THE HEAVENLY PLACES AS JOINT.
HEIRS, '

As regards this earth, the people of Israel, the
seed according to the flesh, were, of all mankind,
in the best position to receive the Lord, in a world
that knew Him not ; in coming unto them, * He
came unto His own” (John i, 11). That people
possessed the law, the promises, the covenants,
the oracles of God; it was in their midst that,
according to the promise, the Lord was to
come, and that He actually came. (Rom. ix.
4, 5.) It was this people which, in the midst
of a lost world, possessed, through their re-
lationship with God, the sabbath—that sign
which was to remind them of the hope of
Jehovah'’s rest. But when the Messiah appeared,
although His coming was in perfect harmony with
the predictions of their own prophets, the Jews
did not receive Him. [t is true, they said, and
this rightly, *This is the heir;” but as they
hated Him, they added, ** Come, let us kill him,
and the inheritance shall be ours” (Mark xii. 7).
Thus vanished the last hope of God’s rest upon the
earth. After all that had come to pass, God had
yet been pleased to send His own Son ; but this
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