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PLUM CURCULIO.
(Cmiotmi hrlii’- iit niiiihnr. -Herhst/

The rliherent Mtaires are Nhewn in tiie acTumi>aii,vitia a'uo<l-ent: (a) I’enressints the xrult much 
; (b) the chryMtlis, and (e) the beetle, both inaauibed; (d) the young fruit, 

MhewiPH; the tTeHcent-shape'l mark made by the in«e(a, and the eurcidio, life size, at its 
work.

'rhere is perhiips no insect so well known hy luime a.s the I'him Curculio. 
The perfect insect helongs to the family known as the snout-heetles, from the 
shape of tlie head, wliich is elongated into a heak. It is a small, rough, gray­
ish beetle, about one-tifth of an inch long. The females lay their eggs in the 
young fruit of jilums and cherries, fre(|uently destroying the whole croits.

ItK.MKDIKS.

The licidles are sluggish in the early morning, and drop tVom the trees if 
a sudden jar be given to the trunk. For this purpose a metal spike is driven 
into tlu^ ti'iink, which is struck sharply with an iron hammer. This gives the 
sharp jar necessary to dislorlge the Ireetlcs which fall on slieets or into recep 
tacles placed beneath the trees. They are then collecte<l ami destroyed.

Of late years abumlant evidence has proved the etlicacy of spraying the 
trees, as soon as the fruit has formed, with Paris green, 1 (sninil, to '2(M)gallons 
of water, and ten days afterwards a secoinl time with a weaker mixture, one 
IKiuinl, to .KK) gallons. Should heavy rains occur immediately after these 
sprayings, they must !«" re|K‘ated.

Poisoning by using arsenical (loison, Pai'is green or London purple, the 
last seems preferable, as it is cheaper, more reailily mixed and more eflective. 
One |H)und to tKK) gallons of water is strung enough, spraying trees, Weir 
says; “First, just Itefore the blossom buds open ; second, two weeks after the 
petals fall. If a weak, soapy kerosene emulsioit is used at this spraying to 
mix the poisons in, it will also destroy the leaf lice, aphides, bugs and all 
other inseets injurious to the fruit and foliage; and then a third spraying 
ulHiiit dune lOlh, and voiir fruit is safe.’*


