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It lays clii.,n to the superior authority oyer the faith of men anddecides for them what they must believe. Add to thi The fSclaim to the power to forgave sins, and toalleviatecrremit the painsof purga ory Dr. Taylor remarks on ver. 4-That this power i^s theopponent of Christ, exalts himself above the civil magistVat^s kintsa.K prmces, and rulers; was to arise in the church herself, ( ift "thm the Temple of God) avow himself to be infallible, lay cairn toforgive sn.s, and possess the key of the gate of paradse,ai.d admit

^^ilT''t -"^"'"'Tr ^f
^'^'''''- N^> «"« ^^n ever s'ay this ap-plied o the Jews before tlio end of their polity. Here we are w^Vranted in saying that the Scriptures teach thaf the national conver'

Tn?C *^^ ,''«^^«; ^« triumphant progress of the Kingdom of Christin the world and the destruction of Antichrist were to precede thesecond coming of Christ; but these are in the future, therefore hesecond personal coming of Christ is yet in the future and not in the

l^-^hea^cmpanime7its of the second personal coming of Christ —We know that one of the accompaniments will be the general res-

Cw^'r f .? t' V\'
^^' ^^' 1^' '* ^^' this we say untoTou by

coming of the Lord shall not prevent precede) them which areasleep. For the Lord himself shall descend frmn heaven with ashout, with he vrnce of the Archangel, and with the trump o^Godand the dead m Christ shall rise first. Then we which ar^aHve andremain shall be ca.ight up together with them in the clouds o meetthe Lord in the air " The scope or design of the Apostle hereTstocomfort the Thessalonians, that they who have died in Chrfst shaUnot on his account be deprived of any advantage at Christ's com
ITihnl "^ '^'"

^r '"''f "P' i™">ediately preceding the cham'ingof those who are alive-first the one thing shall taKe place thenlm-medmtely the other. Such is the meaning of the (iLek partkles.

whatever to the first resurrection- Kev. xx.,^o!6" Th:raratrprsage ,8 m i Cor. xv., 51. 52-- Behold 1 shev^ vou a nwstery.^wehall not all sleep, but wo shall all be changed in a momVnt'n thewinHmg of an eye at the last trun.p: for The trumpet shall soundand the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed »
On comparing those two classes of passages it is evident that at thesecond personal coming of Christ the dead shall be raised and heliving shal be changed all simultaneously. Again the gener^ reHurrectum is to take place at the last day, as Martha speaW ofher brother said. (.John, xr., 24), " 1 know that he shal^rise a|ai^^^in theresurrect.on at the last day." Our Lord says, (John vi ^39Tt IS the Fathei's wil

, that of all which he hath giWme, I shoulilose nothing but should raise it up again at the last d^ " Xa nIt IS said (John, xii., 48; <' The Word that 1 have sp.keJ the sS


