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maiiife«Uy flv in l1.eir fbces. * • V And p*rhapi, if it were well exnrain-
ed.u would Ite no very extravagant paradox to sny, that there are fewer
that briuR their opniiona to the sacfed Scripture, tp btf tried by that infalli-
ble rule, than hrnig the sacred Scripture to their !(HMnioi|», to bend it to
Ihcm.ito make it. a» they can, a covtr and guard to them. And to thia pur-

.

P"*'^';^ "'^*"0,"^vtdeil into viirseit, and brouffKt, as tnuehaamav he.
into loose and general aphofistm, niakea it most useful nnd serviceable.
Ami in this lies the other ^reat cause of obscurity and perplexedness
which has |)ecn cast updn St. PauPii cpistlea from Without. • • •
After I. had found, by long experience that the reading of the text uiul
toniments in the ordniary way proved not so auccestful as I wished, to
Uie emi proposed, I began to suspect, that in reading ri^clmpler as whh
HMial, and therenpon sOnietiines consulting expositors upon some hard

.places of u, which at that tin^e most affected me, as relating to pninls
then under consMleratiou ni ,my own miiid, or in delate amongst others,
was not tt right method to get into the true sense of these epistles. I saw
plainly, after I began once to reflect on it, that if any one now should
write me a letter, as long as St. Paal's to the.llomans, concerning such u
matler as that is, iii a style as f(>roi«;n, and.expressiom as dubious, m his
seem to be, if I should divide it into fifieeii or sixteen chapters, and read
of Ihein one today, and another to-morroW, tec., it was ten to one I
i-hould neycrcoiiie to a ful^ ond clear cOflflpi'ehensioii of it. The way lo
understand the mind of him that writ il, fcvery one would agree, was to
reod the whole letter through, from one end lo the other, afi at once, to
see \vliat was the mum subject and 'tendency of it : or if tl had several
views aiul purposes m it, not denendenl one of anolhcr, nor in a subordi-
nation to one chief aim and end,' lo discover what those difTereiii matters
were, and where the author concluded one, and began another; nnd if
there wel'e aiiy necessity of dividing the epistle into purls, tcrflinke these
ihe bou^idarics of ihein.
"In proscfulioii of this Ihouglii, I concluded if necessary, for the

understundmg of any one of St. Paiil's epistles, to read it all through at
one silting;; and to olwejvisas we 11 us I could, the driA and design of
his writing it. If the firat reading gave me some light, the second irave

^me more
;
and *««» I persisted on, reading con.^taiitly the whole epistle

over at once, till I came to liave a good general view of the apostleV
mam purpose in writing the epistle, the chief braiiche* of his discourse
wherein he prosecuted it, the urgunients he used, and the disposition^f
the wliole.
"This, I confess, is not to he obtained by cme or two hasty readings •

It must he repeated again iuid tigoiii, with a close attention to the
lenorof the discours^e, andaperfiTct neglectof the divisions into chap-
i«r» and verses. On ^he coniraTy, the safest way is to suppose that
the epistle li^s but one business aiid one aim, until by a frequent perusal
oT It, you are forced lo see there are «listiiict independent matters in
M, which will forwardly eiiough ^^liow theiuselve/% * * • But
this mnitering of lazy or ill-disposed* renders lifiMtered me not' frc^m pfcr-
swung in ilic course ] had begun; I tontitmd to read the same
epiHtle over and over, and aver ayain, until I came to discover, as it

appeared to me, what was the drift and Aim of ii, and by what steps anrf
Hrguments St. Paul prosecuted hispurposfe, I remembered 4hut St. Paul
WHS iniruculOu»*ly c»riled to the ministry of the Gospel, and declared to be
a chosen ves*pl ; that he had the whole doctrine 6f the Gospel from God,
by immediate revclaiioii; and wa-» 'ap|»oiiiH«d to be the apostle of the
tientiles, for the propafjating of it ili the Jieitlieii \v«nld. This was
enough lo persuade me, that he was not a man of loose and shattered
paH-». incapable lo an^ue, and inifii to convince tho<ie he had to deal with,
(jod knows how to cli<)0>e fit iii-'iinments (or the business he employs
them in. • • All (hi.->, upd a gieat deal more, necessary to
sjuide iTs iuto^the true mcHtiing of the episilt-s, i^* to be had only from the
epistleK themselves, uit*'to be gatheitd fr-.m ihtjiec with stubhMYn attfin-

• tton. and m«»rc than common application." p. l«.
^Wrth wtcli indmputable lUttstrationij or' the poetry of the New Tes-
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