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AirtBiCA ii no longer the New World, bat the Modern

World. It !• a world which onght to awaken onr

intereet and onr feUow-feeUng, for, whflet owing ita

origin to na, it haa grown and developed ontaide «»e

routine that we abhor and in the midat «f th* liberty

of whidi we dream.

We fondly imagine that America, as a republic

mnat be the ideal nation of eqnalJty. Thla ia quite a

mistake, for nowhere are the Unea of demarcation so

distinct and nowhere are they so jealonaly maintained.

Towards the leventeenth centnry, America was open

to all the oppressed and the discontented and to all

the adventurously IncUned of the Old World. Dutdi-

men came and seti.jd there in order to escape from the

Spanish yoke. English Puritans, persecuted by the

Stuarts, came, and aectarians, too, from ewrjwbere, In

the wake of William Penn, the Quaker. These emi-

grants, whom political or religious causes bad forced

to leave their country, did not mix with tiie adven-

turers who had invaded America. Their religious

faith and their principles were as a holy ark, keeping

them above the rising flood of immigration. They

formed a caste apart, and this caste constituted "so-

ciety." For a very long time^ this casta waa quite

Inaccessible to parvemu. Some thirty or forty years

ago, the plutocracy whidi could boast of three degress

of descent, and of enormous wealtii, forced its way

into this sacred circle. It grouped itself around the
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